To Kill a Mockingbird Comprehension Questions

1. Describe the physical setting of the story (at least three descriptions/details).
2. When the “routine” of Jem, Scout, and Dill’s summer becomes tiresome, what idea does Dill have?

3. What had Arthur “Boo” Radley supposedly done to his father?
4. What dare of Dill’s does Jem finally attempt?

5. When Jem takes Scout to school for her first day, what “order” does he give her?
6. Who does Scout invite to dinner AND after Calpurnia makes Scout leave the table, what “lecture”   

    does she give Scout?
7. Why does Scout NOT want to go to school, AND after Scout begs Atticus not to make her return to 
    school, what advice does he give her for getting along with people?
8. What is Jem and Dill’s plan to contact Boo Radley (specifically what are they going to do)?
9. What reason does Nathan Radley say he fired his shotgun?
10. How did they explain Jem not having his pants?
11. Why does Jem say he is going back to get his pants (specifically)?
12. What does Jem tell Scout about his pants after he got them (two things about his pants)?

13. What did they find in the tree (5 things)?
14. What did they find in the tree the last time, who did it AND why does he say he did it?
15. How do they make a snowman (not with just snow)?

16. During the fire, who put a blanket on Scout?

17. Why does Atticus say he’s defending Tom Robinson?
18. What was one subject about which Scout and Aunt Alexandra disagree?

19. What picture in her head about Jem did Scout laugh about (what was Jem wearing)? 

20. Why does Scout hit Francis?

21. What was the name of the “pet of Maycomb”?

22. After the dog incident, what do Jem and Scout learn about their father?
23. Why did Scout think Atticus was “the bravest man who ever lived”?
24. After the “bush destroying” incident, what did Jem have to do (two things)?
25. After she dies, what does Mrs. Dubose leave Jem AND why (Atticus’ reason why)?
26. According to Atticus, what is courage?
27. What did the cartoon depict in the Montgomery Advertiser (describe the picture)?
28. What did Calpurnia decide to do with Jem and Scout on Sunday?
29. Why was Lula mad at Calpurnia?

30. Why won’t anyone hire Helen Robinson?

31. Why was Aunt Alexandra at the house (the reason she states)?

32. What did Atticus mean when he told Dill to “put some of the county back where it belongs”?
33. Why were the men at the jail?
34. What two ways did Scout know Mr. Cunningham?
35. What do they do in court on the first morning?

36. What is said about Mr. Raymond’s children?
37. Why did juries and witnesses pay attention when Mr. Gilmer was in court?
38. Why does Atticus want Mr. Ewell to write his name?
39. Why was Mayella crying on the witness stand?
40. How did Tom become crippled?

41. What did Mayella need Tom to do for her on the day of the alleged incident?
42. During Tom’s questions, who stood up in the audience AND what did he say?
43. Why did Dill say he left the courtroom?
44. Why did Mr. Raymond pretend to be the way he was?
45. Why wasn’t Reverend Sykes confident about the verdict?
46. When Atticus leaves the courtroom, what do the people in the balcony do?

47. After the trial, what does Mr. Ewell do to Atticus AND what is Atticus’ reaction?
48. According to Atticus, why couldn’t women be on the jury (two reasons)?
49. According to Jem, what are the four kinds of folks in the world AND what is Scout’s answer to 

     this?
50. What did the ladies think Scout wanted to do when she grew up AND what did she say she was 

      going to do?

51. What was the topic of Mrs. Merriweather’s conversation (not about the trial)?
52. What happened to Tom while he was in jail AND why do they say it happened?

53. What did Mr. Underwood’s editorial say about what happened to Tom?
54. What was Cecil Jacob’s current event topic?

55. What does Scout say “democracy” means?
56. What did the kids do to the Barber sisters on Halloween night?
57. What was Scout’s costume for the pageant AND how would she know when to go on stage?
58. What happened to Jem on the way home from the pageant (the incident and his injuries)?
59. Who was under the tree AND what happened to him?
60. Who saved Jem and Scout?

61. How did Mr. Reynolds know Jem was alive?
62. Who does Atticus think killed Bob Ewell?

63. How does Heck Tate say Bob died AND why is he protecting Boo?
64. What did Boo give to Scout and Jem?
65. Why was Scout sad?
