
 

DBQ: Ancient Greek Contributions 

Part A 

Directions: 

The task below is based on documents 1 through 9. The task is designed to test your ability to work with 

historical documents. Look at each document and answer the questions that follow. Use your answers to the 

questions and background knowledge to help you write the essay. 

Historical Background: 

The ancient Greeks laid the foundation for the modern world. Many of their contributions in government, arts, 

architecture, and medicine continue to influence our lives today. 

Task: 

For part A, read and study each document carefully and answer the document questions. Then read the 

directions for part B and write your essay. 

 

 

 

 



Document One 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Why did Athens have so many people on their juries? 

2. List two promises that jurors made by taking the oath. 

3. List one similarity and one difference between jury trials in Athens and jury trials today. 

Similarity: 

Difference: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document Two 

 

 

 

 

1. How did Hippocrates’s beliefs change the way Greek people viewed illness? 

2. Explain why Hippocrates’s ideas are important in today’s medical world. 

 

Document Three 

Following is an excerpt from the Hippocratic Oath. Hippocrates, creator of this oath, lived from about 460 to 377 B.C. 

‘I will follow that treatment which, according to my ability and judgment, I will consider for the benefit of my 

patients, and abstain from whatever is harmful. I will give no deadly medicine to anyone if asked, nor suggest 

any such advice…’ 

1. What was Hippocrates promising to do? 

 

 

 



 

Document Four 

 

 

 

1. Describe one part of the Greek theater shown in document 3 and explain what it was used for. 

2. Give two ways in which the performance of a comedy was different from a performance of a tragedy. 

3. List one similarity and one difference between theater performances in Athens and those of today. 

Similarity: 

Difference: 

 

Document Five 
 

The following is an excerpt from the play Antigone by Sophocles, written about 441 B.C. In this play, Antigone defies the 

king’s order and buries her brother, who was killed while leading a rebellion. 

 ‘Creon: And still you dared to overstep these laws? 

Antigone: For me, it was not Zeus who made that order. Nor do I think your orders were so strong that you, a   

mortal man, could overrun the gods’ unwritten and unfailing laws… I know I must die… but if I left my brother 

dead and unburied, I’d have cause to grieve as I grieve not.’ 

 

1. What values are expressed in this Greek play? 

 



 

Document Six 

 

 

 

 

1. What is pictured on the vase in document 4? 

2. Give two examples of how the Greeks showed the importance of the Olympic Games in Greek society. 

3. Name one similarity and one difference between the ancient Olympic Games and modern Olympic games. 

Similarity: 

Difference: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document Seven 

 

 
The Parthenon 

 
The Jefferson Memorial 

 

1. Give an example of how Greek architecture influenced buildings constructed in modern time. 

 

 

 

Document Eight 

The following quote is from Socrates, a philosopher who 

lived from about 470 to about 399 B.C.: 

 ‘An unexamined life is not worth living.’ 

 

1. What was Socrates suggesting in this quote? 

 

 

 



 

Document Nine 

The following quote is from Aristotle, another 

philosopher who lived in Greece from 384 to 322 B.C.: 

‘Since human reason is the most godlike part of 

human nature, a life guided by human reason is 

superior to any other ... For man, this is the life 

of reason, since the faculty of reason is the 

distinguishing characteristic of human beings.’ 

 

1. What did Aristotle believe about human 

nature? 

 

 

 

 

Part B – Essay 

The ancient Greeks laid the foundation for the modern world. Many of their contributions or inventions in 

government, arts, architecture, and medicine continue to influence our lives today. 

‘What were some of the contributions to Western Civilizations from the ancient 

Greeks?’ 

Write a well-organized essay using the documents, the answers to the questions in Part A, and your social 

studies knowledge. Describe three ancient Greek contributions that continue to influence our lives today. 

Explain how they affect our lives, including details, examples, and reasons in developing your ideas. 

 

 


