7th Grade Excel Language Arts
Summer Reading Project

Required Reading:  Red Scarf Girl by Ji-Li Jiang
Required Project: As part of the 7th grade Excel Language Arts program, you will be expected to complete independent projects throughout the year.  Your first project will be to read the book Red Scarf Girl by Ji-Li Jiang and complete both a creative project and study guide related to the book.  This should only take 1-2 weeks to complete independently. 
Due Date:  No Later than the first Friday of the new school year
These are required projects, and will be your first grades for the 1st quarter.  We will discuss the novel during our first two weeks of school and have a test on it after that.  Projects should be neatly done, either typed (preferred) or handwritten very neatly, on one side of the paper only.
There are several ways you can get a copy of the book for this assignment:
· Tippecanoe County Public Library
· Amazon 
· Barnes & Noble
· Openlibrary.org – this is a digital library from which you may borrow a download for about 2 weeks.  There are several copies available. You will need to set up a username and password, but otherwise it is a free library. https://openlibrary.org/search?q=Red+Scarf+Girl&mode=ebooks&has_fulltext=true
· If you do not have internet access or are unable to get a copy of the book, you can contact Mrs. Mark (lmark@lsc.k12.in.us) and she will help you get a copy.
Turning in Your Project:  Completed projects are due on No Later Than The First Friday Of The New School Year. Project posters, especially larger ones, can be dropped off in room 413 before classes start if you don’t want to carry them around the building during classes.   

Summer Reading Project Components

· There are two components of the summer assignment- a study guide and a creative project.  If you do not have access to a computer for typing, you may hand write your assignments very neatly, in ink on one side of the paper.

· Study Guide: Complete the Vocabulary, Character and Plot Identification pages of the study guide (see below) as you read the novel.  Turn these pages in with your project no later than the first Friday of the new school years.

· Projects: Choose ONE of the following four creative projects to complete.
A) Create an original Da-zi-bao poster. (Reference pp. 19-51)
· Must be on poster board or construction paper at least 11”x17”
· Target a behavior or life style representative of the Four Olds and use a catchy slogan to ridicule such people who demonstrate this behavior. (not a specific character in the book)
· Include Powerful words that clarify why and how such a person should remold their ideology. 
· Illustrate the poster to reflect the theme of a Da-zi-bao, emphasizing Cultural Revolution-era themes (only black, red or white lettering and paper, nothing flashy)
· Fix a sheet of paper to the back of your poster, typed or neatly written in ink with the following: In 2-3 paragraphs, explain in your own words how effective the Da-zi-bao poster campaign was in the Cultural Revolution.  Include in your paragraphs the following information and explanations: WHAT was the purpose of the posters? HOW did these posters serve the goals of the revolution? WHY did the Mao regime involve youth in the program?  

B) Create a visual timeline of the ten most important events in the novel. 
· Must be on poster board or construction paper at least 11”x17”
· Include images that represent the important events.
· Images can be clipart, internet, or hand drawn.
· Below each image must be a card or paper with a paragraph, typed or very neatly printed in pen, describing WHAT event the image represents and HOW it is important to the advancement of the plot and/or WHAT is its historical significance to the Chinese Cultural Revolution. 

C) Create a 50 Word Tile Collage of important words or phrases.
· Cut from newspaper/magazine headlines 50 word/phrase- “tiles” that relate to the story in some way- characters/plot/setting/theme.
· Arrange them into a line drawing shape, that relates to the novel in some way.  For example, a line drawing for A.A. Milne’s Winnie the Pooh might be in the shape of a honey pot. 
· Glue the tiles onto poster board or construction paper at least 11”x17”
· Creatively display the title and author of the novel on the poster. 
· Fix to the back of your poster a separate paper, on which you explain the significance of the shape of your tiled collage and how it relates to the novel.  Then, choose the 5 most important words on your poster and write a paragraph for each, explain their significance to the novel and supporting with evidence from the novel. 

	D) Create a poster about the Four Olds.
· At the top of a poster board or construction paper of at least 11”x17” creatively display the title and author of the novel and the title Four Olds. Then divide the rest of the poster, vertically in half. 
· On one side, affix 4 images (clip art, internet, or hand drawn) that exemplify the Four Olds in China during the Cultural Revolution.  Under each image, affix a paragraph explaining WHY this was considered a Four Old, HOW it was eradicated, and WHAT replaced it.
· On the other side, affix 4 images (clip art, internet, or hand drawn) that exemplify what you believe to be examples of the Four Olds in America today.  Under each image, affix a paragraph explaining WHY this is considered a Four Old, HOW it should be eradicated, and WHAT should replace it.

Projects will be graded on quality and effort as well as depth of knowledge and novel content. 

Projects are due on or before the first Friday of the new school year.  Late projects will receive a grade reduction of 10% per day late.


Study Guide: Vocabulary – Define or explain each word’s meaning as it relates to or is used in the novel.

	emblem
	

	grievances
	

	dirge
	

	listlessly
	

	audition
	

	colleagues
	

	sheepish
	

	leniency
	

	ransacked
	

	disheveled
	

	aghast
	

	chortled
	

	confiscate
	

	repentance
	

	noxious
	

	eradicate
	

	acrid
	

	obstinately
	

	elite
	

	auspicious
	

	exploitation
	

	propaganda
	

	bourgeoisie
	

	proletarian
	

	xenophile
	

	Red Guard
	

	Red Successors
	

	Four Olds
	

	communism
	

	capitalism
	

	socialism
	

	Cultural Revolution
	

	class status
	

	counterrevolutionary
	

	Struggle meeting
	

	da-zi-bao
	














Study Guide: Character Identification -Read each character description.  Write the letter of the character in the space next to the description number.
A.  Yin Lan-lan		F.Grandma			K.  Old Qian	 	     P.  Grandpa Hong
B.  Du Hai		G.  Thin-Face			L.   Little White	     Q.  Aunt Xi-wen   	
C.  Ji-Yong		H.  Song Po-Po			M.  Six-Fingers		     R.  Ji-li’s father	
D.  Ji-yun		I.   An Yi’s grandmother	N.  Ji-li’s mother	     S.  An Yi
E.  Bai Shan		J.   Chang Hong  		O.  Teacher Wei	     T.  Ji-li
				

_____1.  Foreman of theater work unit who tells Ji-li she must testify against her father.
_____2.  Elderly woman who commits suicide by jumping out of a window.
_____3.  Ji-li’s younger brother, passionately attached to his Red Army cap.
_____4.  Girl at elementary school, a loud, aggressive Red Successor who harasses Ji-li. 	   
_____5.  Cousin of Ji-li who has to post and read a derogatory poster about herself.
_____6.  Young man who shows an interest in Ji-li and tries to help her.
_____7.  An Yi’s mother, persecuted at work as a reactionary monster.
_____8.  Former nanny and housekeeper for Ji-li’s family.
_____9.  Ji-li’s family cat.
____10.  Former actress who gets into trouble for continuing to support her husband.
____11.  Elderly woman classified as an old landlord’s wife.
____12.  Stage actor who is detained on suspicion of listening to foreign radio.
____13.  Ji-li’s school deskmate and Red Guard member who sympathizes with Ji-li. 
____14.  Top student who dreams of attending the arts academy and becoming an actress.
____15.  Elderly man forced by Red Guards to kneel on a washboard in the hot sun until he faints.
____16.  Squinty-eyed boy at elementary school who becomes  a Red Guard and harasses Ji-li.
____17.  Bookstall owner who loans the children an extra book each to read.
____18.  Unemployed person who helps with Red Guard searches and harasses neighbors
____19.  Ji-li’s little sister, who cries when bullies at school trow her backpack out of the window.
____20.  Ji-li’s best friend.  






Study Guide: Plot  Circle the choice that correctly completes each of these sentences.
1.   Ji-li was born on the Chinese holiday of (New Year, Yom Kippur, May Day, Halloween).
2.   The events of the memoir take place in the Chinese city of (Beijing, Nanjing, Shanghai, Hong Kong).
3.   Song Po-po is the (landlord, housekeeper, cook, grandmother) for Ji-li’s family.
4.   Posters that criticize teachers and other individuals are called (tai chi, yang fen, xiao cheng, da-zi-bao).
5.   The children take Grandma to the clinic on/in a (bicycle, pedicab, streetcar, bus).
6.   Grandma is sad when Ji-li’s father has to dye her beloved (braid, silk gown, quilt, dowry trunks) black. 
7.   Ji-li is heartbroken when the Red Guards confiscate her treasured (army cap, stamp album, picture books travel posters).
8.   The Precious Red Book contains the sayings of (Chairman Mao, Liu Shaoqi, Confucius, Josh Robbins).
9.   Before she was labeled a Reactionary Monster, An Yi’s mother was labeled a(n) (Anti-rightist, Old 
      Landlord’s Wife, Capitalist Exploiter, Model Teacher).
10.  A child from a family with bad class status is often called a (red pup, yellow dog, black whelp, white dragon).  
11.  Ji-li hides the incriminating letter that denounces the theater group (under her mattress, with the tea leaves, in the cat’s litter box, in the flower pot.).
12.  Ji-li goes to the countryside one summer to (plant wheat, dig drainage ditches, raise chickens, harvest rice).   
13.  The Jiang children can’t rent picture books anymore after (Ming-ming’s, Grandpa Hong’s, 
       Yin Lan-lan’s, Teacher Zhang’s) bookstall is closed down.
14.  Six-Fingers harasses th neighbors in his role as a leader of the Neighborhood (Dictatorship, Liberation, Anti-rightest, Struggle) Group.
15.  Ji-li stops at the police station one day to (denounce her father, inform on her teacher, change her family name, give herself up for arrest).
16.  Ji-li’s family apartment has (one, two, three, four) room(s) plus a kitchen and a bathroom.
17.  Ji-li’s father works at a (bookstall, factory, school, theater).
18.  (Red scarves, Ancestors’ clothing, Green tea, Chairman Mao’s sayings) are considered fourolds during the Cultural Revolution.  
19.  Junior high and high school students who carry out the Cultural Revolution are called (Red Successors, Ninjas, Mandarins, Red Guards).
20.  China’s leader during the Cultural Revolution is (Chiang Kaishek, Lei Fen, Mao Zedong, Deng 
       Xiaoping). 
21.  Ji-li is horrified when she discovers that her grandfather was a (n) (factory owner, actor, landlord, 
       peasant farmer).
22.  Ji-li’s parents feel they must burn their (old clothes, old family photos, love letters, books).
23.  A meeting at which fellow workers criticize and often beat a suspect person is called a 
       (struggle meeting, liberation march, citizens’ trial, purge).
24.  Ji-li’s father is accused of the crime of (denouncing Chairman Mao, spying, reading books, 
       listening to foreign radio).
25.  Ji-li hopes she will be chosen to attend the Central Liberation Army (arts academy, boot camp, 
       Martial arts troop, Red Guard training center).
26.  The people from the theater group search Ji-li’s family apartment trying to find a (radio, letter, 
       silk robe, bicycle).
27.  Because her husband was a member of the Five Black Categories, Grandma has to (sweep the alley, pray for forgiveness, climb the chimney, paste up posters) twice each day.
28.  Ji-li’s nickname for the cold, scary shop foreman at her father’s work unit is (Little White, Chairman Lao, Ben Ben, Thin-Face).
29.  The Red Guards attack Aunt Xi-wen for being a(an) (bad teacher, old landlord, bourgeois, 
       Red Successor).
30.  An Yi’s grandmother commits the crime of (spying, denouncing Chairman Mao, suicide, listening to foreign radio). 
Turn in these study guides with your project no later than the first Friday of the new school year.
