St. Gabriel the Archangel Church

Approved Parish Council Minutes

April 8, 2025

Members Present:  Fr. Jason Harris, Deacon Stephen Bowling, Ken Cusick (2027), Evie Yaden (2025), Linda Lenhart (2026), Stephanie Oliver (2026), Dennis Comella (2027), Kevin Abell (2026), Tammy Shoemaker (2027), Peggy Boone (2025)

Members Absent:  Deacon Tim Stout 

Opening Prayer: Fr. Jason

March minutes were approved by Dennis Comella , 2nd motion by Peggy Boone

Questions/Concerns/Comments
· Did the campus receive any damage due to the storms last week? A tree in the play park fell over on the neighbor’s fence. There is another tree in the play park that may need to come down. The church roof may need to be looked at. We are already aware of some issues we’ve had in the past.
· Why haven’t we brought the offertory baskets back? Some other churches have. Half of the parishioners use the electronic giving.  Using the electronic option, we don’t miss out on donations if the parishioners aren’t there.  Fr. is also unsure if people would have cash with them.
· Since we only sent out the stewardship form for donations, how do the parishioners know what ministries are available to join, and what areas need help?  All of the ministries are listed on the website. Sometimes Fr. Jason announces when help is needed in certain areas, or for certain projects. The response is generally good. We also receive many volunteers from OCIA candidates when they join the church, as well as new members joining the parish.
· Who laid the mulch on campus? The Boy Scouts put out all of the mulch, even in the rain, this past Saturday, (4/5).  They did a great job, and their work is much appreciated.
· We have had 8 baptisms per month, and 5-6 new families joining the parish per month so far this year.

New Business
· Parish Council new membership drive will begin the weekend of May 3rd and 4th.  Fr. Jason will ask for volunteers at all Masses. There will be (1) 1-year term, and (2) 3-year term positions open. Announcements will be made in the bulletin, and through e-mail.  Social media may also be used.
· Picnic plans are going well using the 12- captain model. All of the chairs are working together. Budget management is one of the captain positions, this has been helpful. Our raffle ticket goal is to sell 4,000 tickets. We could net 30K if they are being proactively sold. There will be incentives for school families to sell theirs. The tickets will be going home with the youngest or only child. We will be having the Lucky Number boards again this year. Kudos to the Men’s club for taking on the indoor and outdoor food.  The indoor food will be served in the Gym, and the gaming will be held in the cafeteria.

New Rectory Update
The building committee is made up of the following:  Fr. Jason Harris, (Pastor) Amanda Wolz, (St. Gabriel Director of Operations) Bill Zoeller (Archdiocese of Louisville), 1 Finance Committee member, a retired HVAC professional, (parishioner) and a retired Structural engineer, (parishioner). Fr. Jason has been speaking to the builder who built the rectory for St. Bernadette, and to Fr. Jeff Nicolas, (Pastor of St. Bernadette). He was given a tour of their rectory, and given suggestions for changes if he so wishes to build the same model rectory. 
Fr. Jason has hired a new architect who will draw new plans and look at the plot map. Once the final plans are chosen and approved, Fr. Jason will start asking for bids on May 15th. He wishes to receive 7 bids, he needs at least 3, per the Archdiocese. The bids will be due back to him by July 1, 2025.  Plans are for the entire 1st floor to be ADA accessible. Building a chapel in the basement, along with a storage area for each priest residing there, and an half bath is on the wish list for the basement. If these don’t meet the budget, they can be added later. The half bath rough-in will be done during construction. Landscaping is also to be included with the bid. 

Starting over again will be putting us about 8 months behind schedule, but it is important to get it right.

Closing Prayer – Fr. Jason Harris

Next Meeting – May 6, 2025 @ 6:30 pm 

Submitted by: Linda Lenhart, Parish Council Secretary
