St. Gabriel the Archangel Church

Approved Parish Council Minutes

March 11, 2025

Members Present:  Fr. Jason Harris, Deacon Stephen Bowling, Deacon Tim Stout,
Ken Cusick (2027), Evie Yaden (2025), Linda Lenhart (2026), Dennis Comella (2027), Kevin Abell (2026), Tammy Shoemaker (2027), Peggy Boone (2025)

Members Absent:  Stephanie Oliver (2026) 

Opening Prayer: Fr. Jason

Introductions for Deacon Tim were given by Parish Council members.

November minutes were approved by Dennis Comella , and 2nd motion by Kevin Abell

Questions/Concerns/Comments
· Discussed new rectory feedback from parishioners since the plans were announced. The rectory is considered a single family dwelling.
· Questions regarding Bereavement committee were discussed.  There are not enough people to have the bereavement committee we once had as a Parish. Families are welcome to have a meal catered on the St. Gabriel campus, (no charge for the space offered), we will supply drinks such as coffee, tea, and lemonade.  We also assist with set up of tables, and table service for the families.
· Request was made to include the deceased name on the Facebook post when a funeral is being live streamed.
· Question was asked regarding when families who apply for financial aid are notified. Round 1 is in early March.  These funds are from the Catholic Education Fund. 2nd Round comes from money raised at the St. Gabriel Bingo, followed by Archdiocese vouchers.
· Currently we do not have age data of our parishioners. We are currently trying to clean up the PDS to be able to use more efficiently.
· Stewardship forms were received 10 days later for some parishioners due to the Post Office untimely deliveries.
· Fr. Jason states he includes the financial information when speaking of stewardship because he wants the parishioners to understand how much our bills are, and he thinks they find it interesting.


New Business
· It is time for some members to run off of Parish Council.  Fr. Jason will send an email requesting each Parish Council member to respond to him individually to see how long they will stay on the council.  Once he gets the responses, he will determine how many openings need to be filled.
· Anointing:  Fr. Jason reports he has been doing a lot of private anointings.  We have a lot of sick parishioners, please pray for them. He has anointings after Mass during Lent and Advent.  They are very powerful. On Good Friday, he sees a lot of pain coming to the alter.
· The lightbulbs in church have been changed.  They are very bright.  Many pews had to be removed to get the lift in church.  A stair was damaged in the process, and is being repaired.
· Reviewed the picnic map.  Fr. Jason is really happy with the set up, and looks forward to seeing how it all works.  Prayers for a successful picnic.

New Rectory Update
1 bid was received from the builders that were contacted.  The Archdiocese requires 3.  Several builders would not bid on the current plan.  They found issues of concern with the blue prints.  A builder offered to make changes to the plan, but it would cost more money.  Archbishop Shelton would approve if he sees the changes needed.
Several parishioners with building experience have volunteered to help.  Fr. Jason has been able to build a committee to assist with further action.  He may need to form a committee to help choose trims, sinks, faucets, where outlets are needed, etc.
The current rectory house was planned to be demolished in April, but it will probably be closer to September due to changes needing to be made.
Fr. Jason moved to the apartment in February so that he would have everything out by demolition.  He is planning to have a yard sale in the near future.

Closing Prayer – Fr. Jason Harris

Next Meeting – April 8, 2025 @ 6:30 pm 

Submitted by: Linda Lenhart, Parish Council Secretary
