House
[Ohio State Representative's Name]
[Ohio State Representative's Address]
[City, State, Zip Code]
Dear [Representative's Name],
As a [teacher/parent or guardian/community member/partner] deeply passionate about the success and well-being of students in Cincinnati Public Schools, I am writing to express my great concerns about the proposed changes to the 20 mil floor calculations outlined in House Bill 129 and House Bill 186.
The current 20 mill floor serves as a critical source of revenue that supports essential educational programs and services within our district. Any modification that includes fixed sum levies in this calculation, as proposed in House Bill 129, would have severe financial implications for CPS and other local school districts. According to projections, this change could result in a loss of approximately $23.4 million over the next two years alone, directly impacting our school district’s ability to maintain the high-quality education and support our students deserve.
CPS has a proven track record of using fixed-sum levies judiciously to fund targeted initiatives, like preschool expansion. These levies were approved by voters to supplement existing current expense levies, reflecting our community's commitment to enhancing educational opportunities without burdening local taxpayers unfairly.
I urge you to oppose any legislation that jeopardizes the financial stability of our public school system. Instead, I encourage you to support initiatives that prioritize fair and equitable education funding, such as fully funding the Fair School Funding Plan and updating cost factors to reflect current economic realities. Increasing the state's share of education funding will reduce reliance on local levies and ensure that all students in Ohio have access to the resources they need to succeed.
Education is the foundation of our community, and it is essential that we protect and strengthen our investment in the future of our children. Please consider the long-term implications of these proposed changes and advocate for policies that uphold our commitment to providing a quality education for every student.
Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. I look forward to your leadership in safeguarding the interests of Cincinnati Public Schools and all Ohio students.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]

