
School Governance Council Meeting 3/26/2025
Attendance: 
Dr. Stasaitis
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Jessica Gaddis
Isa Alves
Peggy Terhune
Daniel Cocchiola
Joarsis Hernandez-Tapia
Jazmin Alves
Hanalei Cocchiola
Melissa Labbe

Dr. Stasaitis – Welcomed everyone and started our meeting.
Harry Potter performance took place on the Palace stage!   Students of all ages and staff participated in the performance.  The lobby raised $800 for Key Club.
We had honored guests and schools attend the Harry Potter performance.  Honorable Mayor Pernerewski, Board of Education members, WAMS staff, families, community members, and schools (Rotella and Maloney) joined us.  Board of Education members reached out and raved about our students’ performance!  Consequently, we always hear from parents whose child/children did not get into WAMS.  We are always looking for ways for the community to be part of our community through social media and programs, etc.
Mrs. Alves – A special thanks to Mrs. Terhune and the Palace Theater for accepting students throughout the city of Waterbury to be a part of the Palace Theater After-School Program “Being Found:  Searching for Connection and Community.”  The Palace Theater After-School Program is a six-week after-school workshop series.  It is an interactive language arts, music, and theater appreciation program facilitated by professional teaching artists and guests speakers.
Mrs. Terhune – Idea:  WAMS students facilitate workshops to other schools.  Hall of Fame could be an opportunity to assist with this.  Additionally, programs like ENCORE welcome all students from the district.  Dr.  Schwartz facilitated an event trying to unite the magnet schools.
Dr. Stasaitis – Pippin is coming up on the Apron Stage on April 4th – April 6th.  In preparation, the cast worked with the circus!
PSAT/SAT Day on April 8th, 2025
Exchange Club Dinner
Board of Education Awards
Senior Save the Dates:
PROM May 9th ARIA 7-11
College Acceptance Breakfast May 23rd 9AM
Holiday Hill ​June 2nd
Field Day June ​4th
Awards Night June 9th 6PM at the Palace Theater
Graduation ​June 12 9AM at the Palace Theater 
Mr. Ferreira is currently heading the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade 21st Century Program.   
Ms. Betjemann runs the after-school in CCRC room and it also includes math tutoring for the middle school and high school a couple of times a week.
Next school year:  Terryville will not provide transportation.  Currently conversations are ongoing to figure this out. 
Miss Hernandez-Tapia – updates – Harry Potter was just amazing. 
Going to UCONN on a full scholarship!!!!!  Majoring in biology.
Miss Cocchiola – Tri-M is so much fun
Key Club sold bracelets
The flying is amazing in Harry Potter!  Looking forward to 8th grade formal, Holiday Hill, NYC, and all the events coming up!!
Dr. Stasaitis – attended 23 events this time last year until the last day of school.
Miss Alves – Harry Potter was amazing!
Attended Bingo Night and National Honor Society zoom call.
Palace Theater – started the Palace Theater After-School Program. This was an opportunity to learn about connecting and community through the musicals Come From Away and Dear Evan Hansen.  Really enjoyed the voice acting workshop. Had an opportunity to do a voice recording. 
Dr. Stasaitis – Julian participated backstage for Harry Potter. The crew behind the scenes is just as important.  
Ms. Gaddis - Shakesperience
At WAMS
· High school: Merry Wives performances April 10
· 
· After-school: interest from Harry Potter students. Mondays are presenting a scheduling
·  conflict for students. We're talking about doing longer sessions on Fridays only. 
At Shakesperience
· Spring Saturday term: March 8-April 26. Middle and high schoolers are doing Hamlet, elementary
·  are doing scenes from mythology

· Of Mice and Men workshop

· Give Local April 29-30
Mrs. Terhune - March 2025
WAMS / Palace 
Heard Harry Potter was beautiful.  
Jazmin Alves and Mrs. Alves were ambassadors for the Palace Theater After-School Program 2025.  They encouraged a number of students to join the WAMS community and participate in this program from other high schools throughout Waterbury.
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Mrs. Labbe – PTSO BINGO Night –March 13, 2025, 32 people attended and the winners received all types of prizes.
Spirit Night – Urban Air “from WAMS for Special Pricing” and percentage of Sales.
Saturday, March 29,2025 - Spring Quarter Auction 75 baskets. Raised money for 2 scholarships so far $2300.
Teacher Appreciation Day have a coffee truck and smoothies scheduled
This is the Month of the Military Child - Raised money for kids who have joined the Military.  We want to honor parents whose children are serving in the military.
Miss Alves – do siblings count?  Yes, just note it on the form.
Mr. Cocchiola – Schulte created a space for all of the students to be themselves and participate!!!!!  So proud of Hanalei and sister.  Took a picture near sound booth and used AI approximately 600 in attendance.  Willy Wonka currently holds the record for WAMS. Would like to know the box office final numbers.

Mrs. Labbe – attended all the shows – saw it on the news, and heard it on the radio.  “Be a part of the WAMS community”
Mr. Cocchiola – audience all dressed up.  This was all new to them.  We offered a show that the community wanted.
There are partial day magnet programs.  For example, Trumbull has one.  Could possibly do something similar, if the interest it there.
Idea - have another school visit/participate in Arts Only!!!!!!
Question:  In our program of studies, how do you access the needs?  Or does it happen haphazardly?
Dr. Stasaitis – The process starts with Pathways.  For example, the UCONN ear training process starts and is added into the Program of Studies.  Another key component has to do with what the teacher can offer.    There are some prerequisites and student attendance is a must have.
Mr. Cocchiola – Question:  can we and/or teachers obtain the curriculum and run a program?
Dr. Stasaitis – Currently there is no district art person.  Many things are on hold.  Let’s revisit this and have another conversation.
Hall of Fame update, so far, 2500 in donations!
Need coach buses for upcoming trip.  
The money raised for the Hall of Fame for the students.  Every dollar helps.  Items for the Hall of Fame have been ordered.
Mrs. Alves:  Thanked Mr. Schulte for allowing Julian to advocate for himself and volunteer to help out back stage for the Harry Potter show.  Had a chance to attend Back to the Future in concert with the Waterbury Symphony Orchestra.
Coming up:
WishFest will be held at the Palace Theater and UCONN Waterbury.  
4th Annual Autism Event
Summer Youth Employment
Camp Justice for incoming 9th graders – Statewide opportunity
[bookmark: _GoBack]Next meeting April 30, 2025 @ 9:00 am
[image: ]

[image: ]


[image: ]


[image: C:\Users\Marissa.AlersAlves\Pictures\Screenshots\Screenshot 2025-03-21 081025.png]




	
[image: ]
[image: ]
Middle School Guest Speakers!!!
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Induction Ceremony

Please join us inhonoring this
year's recipients

Legagy Faculty and Staff- John Mobilio
Community Arts Suppuﬁq— Pa];we Theater
Honorary Inductee- e Laurentis
Distinguished Alumni- Dr. Celina Caetano
Outstanding Young Alumni- Viola Flowers

Date:

April 24, 2025
Location:

Poli Club, Palace Theater
Time: 5:30pm-9:30pm.
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Autism Education

14 Workshops with Topics:

+ Ahora Que? (Spanish)

+ Parent, Lawyer and Self-advocate Panels

+ Challenging Behaviors
+ Healthcare Accomodations

+ Current State of Autism in our Community

+ Microbusiness
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+ Adulting on the Spectrum
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The Palace’s annual after-school program is up and running, and we have 29 students

tegistered, 23 of whom are from WAMS. The program is funded by the American Savings

Foundation, and two representatives from the grant joined us yesterday for a backstage
tour of the Palace.

o

o

The program is called Being Found: Searching for Connection and Community; we
are exploring at the shows Come From Away and Dear Evan Hansen.

We welcomed back our students who were in Harry Potter & The Cursed Child.

We know that the two students involved in Pippin will not be able to see Come From
Away, but hope they'll get to see Dear Evan Hansen.

Students will participate in talk-backs with the cast after each show.

Speaking of Harry Potter, the cast and crew were on the Palace stage for 4 performances,
after a full week of tech and dress rehearsals.

o
o

Work started on Sunday, March 16 and loaded out on Sunday, March 23.

There were two flying tracks for students to fly across the stage. Our local
stagehand crew rigged and operated all the flying effects.

14 stagehands worked almost 900 hours on the show.

Additionally, 12 student stage crew members worked independently on their own
cues for running the show.

Also onstage, the Black History Celebration took place on February 26.
The WAMS National Honor Society came to the Palace for their recycling program on March

20.

The UCONN WISHfest will be at the Palace on March 28. About 1000 Waterbury middle and
high schoolers will be attending, including students from WAMS.
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SAVE THE DATE!

CO-SPONSORED EVENTS IN THE CCRC

JAN- Book Club - Bad Boy
21 5:30 - 7:00 P.M.

FEB. Modern Calligraphy w/
'III Card Making

5:30 - 8:00 P.M.
FEB. Journaling Workshop
25 5:30 - 7:30 P.M.
MAR. Spring Craft Night
17 5:30 - 7:00 P.M.
APR. Art of the Book
8 5:30 - 8:00 P.M.

WATERBURY
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“April 20 at 7am to April 30 at 7pm
117 Bank St, Waterbury, CT ‘www.shakesperience.org

All events are FREE! Doors open for the entire 36 hours!
Students must be accompanied by an adult

7am--8am: Grand Reveal: Experience our newly renovated space!
*8am-gam: Parts Making A Whole: Montage of staff and actors ~past and
present-sharing stories and text.

*9am-10am: Past and Present Make a Future: Highlights from our most
recent programming.

10am-12pm: Poetry Workshop: Experience our newest interactive!
12pm-1pm: Shakespeare Interactive Workshops: Participate in the
workshop that has taken CT by storm since 1996.

1pm-2pm: Neighborhoods!: Enjoy some of our favorite scenes from our
Neighborhoods! cript. Then share your own story of Waterbury.

2pm-3pm: Perspectives! Can you build a representation of the same
picture with Legoes or Play-doh? Different sizes or angles?

3pm-4pm: Mythology: Saturday Acting Intensives Students perform from
‘our collection of mythology scenes

4pm-spm: At Gallery (MaryAnn Kochanowski): Explore MaryAnn’s
creative journey through  ‘Anxiously Abstract.” Vit website:
hitps:stes google.com/view/anxiouslyabstract/home

spm-6pm: Cyril the Sorcerer: Once upon a River, a fairytale
environmental magic show.

‘6pm-7pm: Magic School: Waterbury's Society of Young Magicians offers a
beginner's class in magic for ages 7-17.

7pm-gpm: Play Festival (writing): Draw a prompt from a hat and write
using objects i the studio for inspiration.

gpm-11pm: Play Festival (rehearsal): Rehearse the plays created in the
previous hour.

11pm-12am: Play Festival (performance): New pieces created in under
two hours ready for their debut!

12m-4am: Shakespeare’s Sonnets: Read. Every. Single. One.
+4am-6am: US Autism Association: Streaming video recordings of The
Dramatic Arts with Elaine Hall Voices Across the Spectrum: Mickey Rowe,
Seamus Higgins, and Henry Durham

*6am-7am: We're All In This Together: Montage of our Neighborhoods
‘program: a community collaboration since 2013.

7am-gam: Board of Directors Hour: Our “Thank you” to our Board of
Directors for all the time and commitment to the mission.

+9am-1am: US Autism Association Video presentation of Fearlessly
Different: From Special Education to Broadway’s Biggest Stage; Behind the
Scenes: Ron Zimmerman in conversation with Mickey Rowe

11am-12pm: Mathnasium: Soive a Rubix Cube. Play Connect Four. Sign up
your child for math tutoring. All courtesy of our friends at Mathnasium on
West Main Street

12pm-2pm: Plays by David Sirois: Series of short plays with 0&A
ajterward.

2pm-3pm: Writing Workshop: Share a work in progress, discuss with
Jellow writers, and hear it read aloud by actors.

3pm-4pm: Caesar Alternate Endings: Acting students from our winter
term perform scenes from Julius Caesar followed by improv and discussions
exploring different choices and outcomes.

4pm-5pm: Hamlet: Spring Acting Intensives students present their final
‘performance.

+*5pm-6pm: Shakespeare i the Litchfield Hills: Friends of Shakespeare
in the Litchjield Hillsdiscuss upcoming events! Live both in our Waterbury.
studio and Washington's Ideas Depot!

**6pm-7pm: Final Countdown of Give Local 2025 From two locations:
Waterbury & Washington Depot!

*Stzeaming to Facebook live:
+Viewing over Zoom

hitps:/ftingur comyShakesperience-Zoom
*+Double location:

Waterbury Studio AND Ideas Depot
11Bryan Hall Plaza, Washington Depot





