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Course Description:  AP Music Theory is a college-level course with the objective of teaching students the spectrum of music theory from the fundamentals and history of music theory, to practical application of writing music for all types of ensembles.  The content in this course is very fast paced, challenging the student to self-driven so they may learn to understand and appreciate the complexities of all forms of music both in performance and written application.

Prerequisites:  Typically, students taking this course have either taken Honors Music Theory, or have a background in music theory (typically from a private teacher) that would enable them to pass the entrance exam to the course.  Those that passed the Honors course are already cleared to enter the AP Music Theory course.  Students must be prepared to work both in groups of various sizes, as the class is highly interactive, and individually.  

Course Objectives:  This course will prepare students to:
· understand the history and change of music theory over time
· learn the fundamentals of Western Music
· develop the skill to analyze, both in written form and aurally, music of all genres
· acquire the skills needed to write music for ensembles of any size using the tools of the Common Practice Era
· build the skills to identify defined structures in all forms of music aurally
· interact in small and large groups more effectively
Resources: 
Baker, Doy M. Music Theory Individualized: A Textbook-Workbook Using Combined Approaches. 2nd ed. Interlochen, M.I.: M.T.M., 1973; Berkowitz, Sol, Gabriel Fontrier, and Leo Kraft. A New Approach to Sight Singing. 4th ed. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1997; Burkhart, Charles. Anthology for Musical Analysis. 6th ed. Belmont, C.A.: Thomson Schirmer, 2004; Kostka, Stefan, and Dorothy Payne. Tonal Harmony with an Introduction to Twentieth-Century Music. 5th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2004; Laitz, Steven G. The Complete Musician: An Integrated Approach to Tonal Theory, Analysis, and Listening. New York: Oxford University Press, 2003; Ottman, Robert W. Advanced Harmony: Theory and Practice. 5th ed. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 2000;  Ottman, Robert W. Elementary Harmony: Theory and Practice. 5th ed. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 1998. 
Flat.io, Free online Music Composition & Notation Software.  Web. 16 March, 2021.  http://flat.io/.
MuseScore | Free Music Composition & Notation Software. Web. 16 March. 2021. http://musescore.org/.
Ricci Adams' Musictheory.net. Web. 31 Jan. 2011. http://www.musictheory.net/. 
Teoria | Free online music theory tutorial and exercises.  Web. 16 March, 2021.  http://teoria.org..
Supplies:  Dry erase markers (preferably fine tip), notebook paper, staff paper, pen/pencil, highlighters, Tonal Harmony (Kostka-Payne) – school supplied
Classroom Expectations:  Students who are successful in this course 
· are self-motivated and organized; meet deadlines
· value learning and improvement
· are open-minded to all genres of music and the study thereof
· are willing to accept re-writes on given composition projects
· prepare at home to contribute to class discussions without monopolizing class time
· listen to and interact respectfully with peers and adults
· are willing to struggle with challenging material
· adopt a view of long-term growth and persist when experiencing setbacks.

Conduct Grades: An “E” in conduct is reserved for truly exemplary leadership and behavior. An “S” in conduct on a report card indicates “Satisfactory” behavior (that is, the student’s behavior rarely, if ever, has needed correcting).  A “U” in conduct on a report card indicates “Unsatisfactory” behavior (lack of work turned in, poor interactions with adults and peers, failure to work on class material).  Conduct grades can be negatively affected by tardies to class; poor work habits (late work, in particular); negative attitudes toward assignments, peers, and adults in the building; and failure to follow the school dress code and phone policy.

