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WHITE STATION HIGH SCHOOL
             
              AP English Language and Composition

Instructor’s Contact Information:  
Adrien Alsobrook                                                                             School Year:  2021-2022
White Station High School					   Email:  alsobrooka@scsk12.org
Room:  E206				                                          Website:  aalsobrook.weebly.com	
      					                                          
Course Description 
The AP English Language and Composition course aligns to an introductory college-level rhetoric and writing curriculum. 
Prerequisites 
There are no prerequisite courses for AP English Language and Composition; however, students should be able to read and comprehend college-level texts and write grammatically correct and complete sentences and well-developed paragraphs and essays.
Advanced English II is encouraged as a segue to this course.  For those not currently enrolled in the Advanced English II class, participation in the SCS AP Summer Camp is suggested.  The Summer Camp is a free week-long introduction to AP English which is held at the University of Memphis in June.
Content and Purpose
An AP English Language and Composition course “cultivates the reading and writing skills that students need for college success and for intellectually responsible civic engagement. The course guides students in becoming curious, critical, and responsive readers of diverse texts and becoming flexible, reflective writers of texts addressed to diverse audiences for diverse purposes.”  (AP English Language and Composition Course and Exam Description, 2019).   
During the course, students will deepen and expand the reading and writing skills that colleges expect students to have and use in order to receive credit for an introductory college-level composition course. These skills include reading and analyzing a text in order to write a rhetorical analysis, develop an argument using a line of reasoning including claims and evidence, and synthesizing texts in order to write arguments citing sources to back up the claims while following prescribed revision processes to improve formal writing products.  Students will also use critical thinking, the art of inquiry, and discussion of texts and ideas in a variety of group settings.
Students in this course will participate in an in-depth critical analysis of literary works of American Literature from various genres and literary periods in addition to an in depth study of rhetoric and rhetorical strategies employed by writers to meet their purpose in writing.  Students will continue to improve writing skills through a researched and documented Word Language essay, short story, and visual rhetoric piece, as well as other essays that will follow prescribed revision processes, ensuring students experience a progression of skill development.  Students will use critical thinking to create and present alternative assessments, compose reading reflections, and participate in Socratic Seminars and other discussion forums.
Major outside reading texts:
· They Say, I Say:  The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, by Gerald Graff, Cathy Birkenstein and Russell Durst, published by W.W. Norton, 2018, fourth edition.
· Cracking the AP English Language Exam, by The Princeton Review, 2020.
· The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
· The Law by Frederic Bastiat
· The Crucible by Arthur Miller
· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
· Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand
· The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
· Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell
Summer Reading:  
Thank You for Arguing   (Jay Heinrichs) 
This I Believe                   (PBS-sponsored series and podcast assignment)
The Grapes of Wrath      (John Steinbeck)

Course Skills
The updated AP English Language and Composition framework included in the course and exam description outlines distinct skills that students should practice throughout the year – skills that will help them to think and act like writers:

1.  Rhetorical Situation:              Reading –      Explain how writers’ choices reflect the components of the               
                                                                              rhetorical situation.                                                      .
2.  Rhetorical Situation:              Writing -       Make strategic choices in a text to address a rhetorical situation.
3.  Claims and Evidence:             Reading –      Identify and describe the claims and evidence of an argument.
4.  Claims and Evidence:             Writing –       Analyze and select evidence to develop and refine a claim.
5.  Reasoning and Organization: Reading –     Describe the reasoning, organization and development of an argument.
6.  Reasoning and Organization: Writing –      Use organization and commentary to illuminate the line of reasoning
                                                                               in an argument.     
7.  Style:                                         Reading –      Explain how writers’ stylistic choices contribute to the purpose of
                                                                               an argument.
8.  Style:                                         Writing –      Select words and use elements of composition to advance an argument.
                                                                               
Course Goals
By the end of the course, students will be able to 
· Use appropriate reading process strategies to construct meaning from the text.
· Interpret and respond to relationships in a variety of literary genres through discussion and writing. 
· Develop public speaking skills (organization, pacing, eye contact and voice projection).
· Use the writing process to show textual comprehension of various relationships as well as an awareness of audience in timed writings.
· Utilize writing techniques and learning strategies to record reactions, clarify thought and further pose questions that contribute to understanding of relationships – such as between speaker/audience and writer/audience.
· Relate readings to other writings, personal life experiences, history and current events.
· Review essay structure (thesis, paragraph structure and conclusion).
· Review multiple choice test-taking strategies.
· Use rubrics to assess progress on writing projects.
· React, respond and apply critical thinking/problem solving strategies to language arts experiences through reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing.
· Use the Socratic, Harkness, and inquiry methods of discussion to stimulate critical thinking.
· Analyze rhetorical strategies and how they are used to develop an author’s purpose.
· Analyze arguments for logical fallacies.
· Write utilizing strategies for various modes:  expository, persuasive/argumentative, narrative, and descriptive, as well as using formal and informal writing, journaling, and imitation writing.
· Write from research with citations according to MLA format.
· Use peer review through writing groups to enhance revision techniques, editing skills, proofreading skills, and to help and encourage fellow classmates in their own writing.
· Write and revise multiple times to practice a variety of writing techniques.   
.
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