The Ohio House of Representatives
Attn: State Representative Brian Stewart
77 South High Street
13th Floor
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Representative Stewart,

I am writing to urge you to fairly and fully fund Ohio’s Fair School Funding Plan and ensure that our public schools receive the resources they need to support all students.
I am sending this letter as a concerned _______________________________ (student, parent, community member) because I want the best education for Olentangy students, and I believe that adequate state funding is needed to accomplish that goal. Over the last two school years, the State’s share of the base cost per pupil has fallen by around $561 per pupil. It will drop by an additional $686 per Olentangy student in the next biennium budget, hitting the state minimum share of $800 per pupil. This is a 60% decrease in the State’s share of the base cost, shifting the burden to the local Olentangy taxpayer.
Further, the Ohio legislature's attempt to enact legislation that limits a district's operating carry-over cash balance to only 30%, or 90-days cash, will cost Olentangy Schools over $100 million just in the 2025-26 school year. This loss of property tax revenue will have a drastically negative impact on our district—potentially sending Olentangy into fiscal emergency and creating the need for frequent ballot issues to account for the loss in operating funds.
Our District’s Mission is to facilitate maximum learning for every student. To help us achieve this mission, we are asking you to step up and fight for public school education and advocate for the following funding priorities in the upcoming two-year budget cycle.
· Do not decrease the state’s share of our funding in the next Ohio Biennium Budget.
· Use current data to determine the actual cost to educate, not data from 2022.
· Increase the minimum state share of the base cost from 10% to 20%​.
· Fully fund the Fair School Funding Plan with the changes above.
· Remove the provision restricting school cash balances to 30% or 90 days.

Olentangy Schools remains committed to facilitating maximum learning for every student, and additional funding from the state of Ohio, and the removal of the 30% carryover provision, will facilitate Olentangy’s ability to decrease the frequency and size of local levies needed to meet student needs.
I ask that you prioritize public education in the upcoming budget and fully fund Ohio’s public schools. Our students, teachers, and communities depend on it.
Sincerely, 


