[bookmark: _bclvjx5i7dof]Name ___________________________________

[bookmark: _damxjzrntz4e]📘 AP Government Summer/Winter Break Assignment

[bookmark: _moixe9aivii4]Due Date: First day of class

[bookmark: _nmx9q46jppvd]Purpose: This assignment will help you build a solid foundation in constitutional principles before we begin our in-depth study of American government and politics.
Directions:  Complete, follow all instructions and staple everything to the back of this packet.
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[bookmark: _fiimu5q7u1a3]✅  Checklist
· Part 1A: Constitution summary completed

· Part 1B: All 27 amendments summarized

· Part 2: All 5 analytical questions answered

· Part 3: One creative option completed

· Work is neat, organized, and original (good grammar, spelling, capitalization)

[bookmark: _ebya1eg983bx]

[bookmark: _f530qp1om11i]📖 Part 1: Read and Summarize
Instructions:
 Read the full text of the U.S. Constitution and all 27 Amendments. You may use a plain language version (recommended for clarity) alongside the original.
[bookmark: _6j7gairs9xmz]✍️ Task A: Constitution Summary
Hand write a brief summary (2–4 sentences) for each of the following sections of the Constitution (make sure they are clearly and neatly labeled):
· Preamble

· Article I – Legislative Branch

· Article II – Executive Branch

· Article III – Judicial Branch

· Article IV – States’ Powers & Limits

· Article V – Amendment Process

· Article VI – Supremacy Clause

· Article VII – Ratification

[bookmark: _46ohp7ofme63]✍️ Task B: Amendments Summary
Bill of Rights (Amendments 1–10):
Summarize each amendment in 1–2 sentences. Focus on the freedoms or protections each amendment provides.
Remaining Amendments (11–27):
Summarize each of these amendments in 1–2 sentences. Pay attention to how they changed or clarified the Constitution.
Tip: Note especially significant amendments such as the 13th (abolition of slavery), 14th (equal protection), 15th & 19th (voting rights), and 22nd (term limits for presidents).
Helpful Resource: https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution

[bookmark: _riibks48cvt7]🔍 Part 2: Analytical Questions
Answer the following questions in short paragraph format (4–6 sentences each). Use examples from the Constitution, current events, or U.S. history.  Use complete sentences, proper grammar!!!!!  Copy  the question or restate the question in your response.  
1. Why do you think the framers began the Constitution with the phrase “We the People”?

2. How does the system of checks and balances work among the three branches of government?

3. Why was the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution?

4. Choose one amendment from the Bill of Rights and explain how it applies to a modern issue or Supreme Court case.

5. Pick any one amendment from 11–27. Why was it necessary, and what impact has it had?


[bookmark: _2wfva4r1emi5]🎨 Part 3: Creative Component
Choose ONE of the following to complete:
1. Create a visual infographic that illustrates the structure of the U.S. government as outlined in the Constitution. Include key powers and responsibilities of each branch.

2. Write a “Founding Fathers’ Blog Post” (300–400 words) from the perspective of a delegate at the Constitutional Convention. Describe the debates over including the Bill of Rights or balancing state and federal power.

3. Design a Bill of Rights Comic Strip – Depict 2 or more of the first 10 amendments being applied in real life (use modern or historical examples).

4. Amendment Time Machine – Pretend you're a journalist sent back in time to cover the ratification of any one amendment (11–27). Write a short article (300–400 words) explaining why the amendment matters and how people reacted to it at the time.




