TESLA STEM REFERENCE FORM

This form is used to provide important information to anyone who may write you a college letter of recommendation. This should highlight what you feel have been significant accomplishments during your high school years. Below are examples of helpful information to provide your recommenders. Please be thorough and thoughtful in this process as it helps us to write the best letter of recommendation on your behalf!
Your Formal Name: ____________________________   Unweighted GPA ___   Highest SAT:  ____   Highest ACT:  __  
1. Which 3 words best describe you, and why? 
2. What 3 skills or abilities do you feel are strengths of yours?
3. Review your resumé and provide detailed information on 3 items of your choice (e.g. academic experiences, athletics, internships, paying jobs, travel, community service, projects, etc.)
4. If not already covered in your answer to #3, please provide additional details (including specific projects, responsibilities, and/or impact) for any of the following:
a. Community Service:
b. Internships
c. Paid jobs:
5. What else do you do with your free time outside of school/academics/formal extracurriculars (e.g. hobbies, interests, unique talents, responsibilities)?
6. List any contests you have entered (or are going to enter) and any awards you have won if any. Describe your projects. We want to hear about the experience, the ups and downs, and what you learned from it, regardless of if you placed or won an award. 
7. What is the most meaningful experience you've had as a high schooler? How did it affect you, what did you do, and how did you change as a result?
8. Which high school experience, moment, or achievement are you proudest of?
9. In what ways do you feel your academic performance is or is not reflective of your abilities?
10. How have you changed or grown as a person and as a student over the last four years? Please share examples.
11. What are you interested in studying in college and why?
12. List your top 3 programs/colleges that you want to apply to and your specific reasons why. What specific features about this college make it a good “fit” for you? What sorts of programs does this school have that makes it attractive to you? Any other important factors (e.g. campus culture, research, extracurricular opportunities, etc.)?
13. Which other teachers/staff have you asked to write a recommendation letter on your behalf? Are there any other staff members who know you well?
14. What other important things would you like your recommenders to highlight in your letter of recommendation:

· For your Counselor: Are there any features about yourself or your experiences that distinguish you from other Tesla STEM students that you would like your counselor to share? Is there anything (in or out of school) that you feel would be better told or explained in your college applications through your counselor recommendation letter rather than from you?

· For your Teacher: What is a memorable experience you had in this teacher’s class? Were there any challenges in this class that you overcame? Why do you feel this teacher would be a great recommender for you?

