 2025--The Hope for the Future Memorial Scholarship
In Memory Of
Mrs. Ella Belle Watson

Mrs. Watson’s devout dedication to God, family, and humanity was reflected in the kindness that was shown to everyone she met. Her life’s work and principled values always brought gentleness, goodness, uprightness, generosity, and graciousness.

Mrs. Watson’s special spirit was always on display throughout her lengthy career as a classroom teacher. She was a great motivator who inspired her students to want to succeed. She often taught multi-generations of families, and they repaid her with profound respect and appreciation.

Mrs. Watson’s great passion to instill learning and prepare young people for the future was done with love and devotion as she worked with them in Dorchester School District II, Wesley United Methodist Church, throughout the community, and she was proud of the legacy and work of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

The Hope for the Future Memorial Scholarship was established to continue Mrs. Watson’s legacy of giving “Hope for the Future” to others. She had her own quiet way of reaching out to individuals who needed help. She always had valuable, encouraging advice for young people to continue to get an education and to “Always” trust in the Lord.

Scholarship Criteria

Applications will be available from March 24 to April 30. The full application packet including all supporting documents must arrive to the scholarship committee on or before May 14, 2024. 

· Finalist(s) for the scholarship will be contacted for an interview. 
· The award notification will be announced by May 30.
· Recipient(s) will be awarded the scholarship at a designated worship service at Wesley United Methodist Church in Ladson, South Carolina.
· The Hope for the Future Memorial Scholarship award is an outright grant. Although recipients are under no obligation for repayment, it is our hope that after graduation and engaged in a productive career recipients will help honor the memory of Mrs. Watson by giving future students a similar financial opportunity.
· The scholarship will be awarded to high school student(s) who plan to attend a two-year technical college or a four-year college or university.
Scholarship Qualifications

To qualify the applicant(s) must:

· Be on the active membership of Wesley United Methodist Church, Ladson or a Dorchester School District II, Summerville, South Carolina high school.
· Attend a public high school.
· Have a minimum GPA of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale.
· Submit your most recent official transcript, not a student copy, to the following address:
Scholarship Committee
Attn: Laverne Watson
The Hope for the Future Memorial Scholarship
Wesley United Methodist Church
101 Saddleback Circle
Goose Creek, SC 29445

· Give a brief description of your planned area of study and career goals.
· Essay Question:  Describe how you, as an adult, will strive to create “Hope for the Future” through your field of study or personal commitment. (Essay should not be longer than two double-spaced pages.)
· Two letters of recommendation are required. You may obtain them from either of the following: guidance counselor, teacher, coordinator of community service project or from a church member. Letters should be mailed to the following address:
    		
Scholarship Committee
Attn: Laverne Watson
The Hope for the Future Memorial Scholarship
Wesley United Methodist Church
101 Saddleback Circle
Goose Creek, SC 29445

· Recipient(s) awarded scholarship funds will be released by the treasurer of Wesley United Methodist Church upon documentation of matriculation from your college or university. This documentation must be by the proper college personnel, i.e., college dean or advisor to:

Scholarship Committee
Attn: Laverne Watson
The Hope for the Future Memorial Scholarship
Wesley United Methodist Church
101 Saddleback Circle
Goose Creek, SC 29445

The Hope for the Future Memorial Scholarship
In Memory Of
Mrs. Ella Belle Watson
Application

Name:  ____________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number: ______________________ Date of Birth:  _____________

Name of Parents/Guardian: __________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number: _____________________ Email: _____________________

High School:  ______________________________________________________

Name of College/University __________________________________________

Signature of Applicant:  ________________________ Date: ________________

Give a brief description of your planned area of study and career goal below:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Note: Please complete and attach the required essay before submitting your application by indicated date located in the scholarship criteria. 
