CWITN Metting Minutes

August 20, 2024

Participants:
	Tracie Hoppis, Vice Chair, parent, Children’s Village
	Rebekah Fuss, Vice Chair, CWITN; teacher, Selah Transition Education Program
	Crystal Marey, Executive Board Treasurer, Parent
	Joel Lupercio, ESD 105

	Kim Williams, ESD 105
	Daniel Bravo, Yakima Public Health District
	Beth Palmer, Parent
	JJ Palmer

	Eileen Youngberg, Trillium Employment Services
	Carolyn Nease, DVR Counselor
	Amy Berkheimer, parent, Children’s Village 
	Dee Wilkins, Trillium Employment Services

	Eryn Haddox, People For People
	Bethany Robins, DDA Case Manager
	Alexya Mendoza, People For People
	Sherry Mashburn, PAVE.

	Cec Anson, Yakima Public Health District
	Elizabeth Hernandez, Compass Career Solutions
	
	




Agenda: 

	Motions and Action Items
	Notes

	Mission Statement & Introductions:

Grounding our meeting with our mission statement and discussion: Supporting individuals with disabilities in transitioning to adulthood.

Introduction of attendees and sharing a favorite summer memory from each. 

Highlights: Beth Plamer shares her favorite summer memory of driving through Glacier National Park with her husband.

 JJ talks about his favorite summer memory, which is eating tacos and having fun with friends.

Rebekah Fuss shared her favorite memory of teaching songs on the farm in Goldendale with her two-and-a-half-year-old niece.



	· JJ Story: Supporting a young adult with special needs in transitioning to adulthood.
 
· Parenting and supporting a child with disabilities.
	Beth shares how JJ's transition from high school to work was challenging due to a lack of job support.
JJ's personal provider, Gloria, played a crucial role in his success with obtaining employment.
Beth discussed her experiences advocating for her son's special education needs, including navigating the transition from high school to adulthood and the role the STEP program at Selah had in JJ’s transition. Beth emphasized the importance of parental advocacy and collaboration with professionals to ensure the best possible outcomes for children with special needs. Beth also shares experiences through a presentation with work support group, including volunteering and building a resume. 

	Beth shared insights on supporting her son JJ in the workplace, including creating a "who's who" list of responsibilities and goals.

JJ impresses his employer at a restaurant by taking the initiative to clean up and assist with customer service.

Beth highlighted the importance of Special Olympics and parent-to-parent involvement in the community.

Beth and Dee Wilkins discuss the importance of independence and job coaching in employment.

	Sub Committee Updates: Rebekah Fuss


	· Yakima Health District hosted the Transition Educator Day on August 8, 2024, and between 30 and 40 people attended. Representation from 6-7 school districts. 
· The purpose of the educator day is to share resources and help educators best prepare for the upcoming school year.
· Employment providers, including DVR and DDA, were in attendance.
· Lots of interest and request to learn more about sexual health education for the presentation by Corinna Michels
· Great feedback from the evaluations of attendees
· The next educator meeting is scheduled for September 23 and will be a more in-depth presentation by Corinna Michels.
· The next meeting will be held at the LINK Center, with more details to come soon.


	Sub Committee Updates: Dance Crew

	· Some history, this dance has been meeting in Yakima for individuals with disabilities for over 50 years. It was started by a mom with an adult daughter with a disability. It unfortunately ended during the pandemic. 
· The CWITN was able to revive the dance and get it going again for our communities, and everyone is very proud of the work being accomplished.  
· The dance happened August 2 and was a success, everyone had fun.
· There were about 100 people in attendance. 
· The planning committee is planning to meet soon to discuss the next dance in October (Holloween Party)
· If anyone would like to join the planning committee, please let Amy, Tracie or Joel know, and they can get you connected.
· We are also looking for volunteers to help at the dance.
· Entrust will be hosting the next dance, but the date and location is TBD. 


	ESD 105 Updates

	· Kim Williams joined ESD 105 as the Transition Services Program Manager
· LINK Center will be starting September 3
· The LINK Center is located on the Yakima Valley College campus.  
· LINK will focus on life skills and individualized planning for students 18-22 still enrolled in their high schools. 
· Resources and information are included in the flyer for anyone interested in learning more about how to be involved. 
· The LINK Center will also be available for Pre-Employment Transitions Services (Pre-ETS) to all high schools as an open invitation with a wide range of availability and support. 
· The LINK Center will also be offering Professional Development and Tranings to educators in the  Special Education area. For more detailed information, contact kim.williams@esd105.org. 


	Next Meeting: October 15, 2024




