2024 Fact Sheet 
Supplemental Security Income-SSI
SSI is a type of safety net for U.S. citizens or nationals who cannot meet their basic financial needs because of their age or disability. SSI Payments arrive on the first day of each month and can also include food stamps and Medicaid benefits.
﻿
There are very specific requirements a person must meet to become eligible for SSI. First, SSI candidates must be 65 or older, blind, or disabled. Second, they must have limited income, limited resources, and be a U.S. citizen. Currently, SSI is only available to individuals with assets of $2,000 or less, or couples with $3,000 or less.

In special cases, children under 18 may be considered disabled and earn SSI eligibility.
 For a child or adults to qualify, the disability must result in severe functional limitations and can be expected to cause death or has lasted—or is expected to last—longer than 12 months.

Income Limit for SSI

The Federal Benefit Rate (FBR) outlines the maximum monthly SSI payment for an individual for SSI cash benefit. The FBR currently sets monthly payments at $841 for an individual and $2,260 for couples, for the year 2022. The FBR will increase moderately each year in conjunction with the Social Security cost-of-living adjustment, which tracks inflation

To become eligible for SSI, a person or couple's combined income cannot exceed the monthly SSI payment as outlined by the FBR. However, the Social Security Administration only counts portions of a person's income towards the income limit in their calculation monthly. For example, if a person earns money from working, only half of the amount earned each month in excess of the first $65 will count when determining eligibility. Therefore, it's important to contact the SSA regarding a person's specific income and eligibility.

If you would like to work more hours and have more income, and your SSI check goes to $0, you are still eligible for free Medicaid through the Medicaid 1619b program.  You can work and earn up to the threshold amount of $38,906.00 annually for 2024 gross annual income, and still receive free Medicaid.
For more information on Supplemental Security Income - SSI, contact Kaylee Raymond, Illinois Department of Human Services, Benefits Planning Program, Office Phone 217-558-6326,

 Work Cell: 217-503-5030 or email:  Kaylee.raymond@illinois.gov
