Operating Policy No. 1115
Board Vacancies


BOARD VACANCIES

Vacancies
A Board vacancy may occur by:
· Resignation: Upon receipt of a PSESD Board of Directors member’s written resignation, the Board shall consider the resignation at its next regularly scheduled or special meeting.  The Board shall then accept the resignation by formal action and declare the Board position vacant, unless the resignation is withdrawn at any time before the Board’s action.
· Board Member Death:  Upon notification or confirmation of the death of a Board member, the Board shall declare the Board position vacant at its next regularly scheduled or special meeting.
· Absence of a Board member: Absence of a Board member from four consecutive regular meetings of the Board, unless excused on account of sickness or otherwise, shall be sufficient cause for the Board to declare by board action that such Board member position is vacated. (RCW 28A.310.130)
· Other causes, such as withdrawal of a Board candidate after election but before the Board candidate is sworn into the Board position.


Board Appointment to Fill Vacancy
a) Regardless of cause, in case of a Board vacancy for a specific board-director district, the remaining Board members shall fill such vacancy by appointment.  The Board shall accept applications from qualified candidates who reside within that board-director district and who seek to fill the position.  The Board shall appoint one of the candidates to serve until the next regularly scheduled election for positions on the Board.
b) Candidates shall be committed to the PSESD End and to the Board’s principles of policy governance.
c) In seeking and considering candidates, the Board will use a process that is transparent and suited to the circumstances of the vacancy.  The accompanying Procedure lays out a process for seeking candidates and making the appointment which the Board will follow as appropriate, while reserving the right to modify or adjust the process as appropriate given the circumstances of the vacancy.
d) The Board shall appoint, by a roll call vote of at least five (5) members of the Board, the candidate who in the judgment of the Board will best fill the vacancy.
e) Each appointed Board member shall serve in that board-member district position until that member or a successor is elected and is sworn into office after the next election for PSESD board positions called by the executive director of the Washington State School Directors Association (WSSDA).

Board Member Who After Election and Swearing-In Moves from a Director-District to Another Residence Within PSESD Boundaries
a) After qualifying for candidacy in a specific board-member district and being sworn into office, a board member who changes residence to a location not within the board-member district for which the board member was elected but still within the boundaries of the PSESD shall continue to serve on the board until the end of the term for that board-member position. 
b) At the next election called by the executive director of the Washington State School Directors Association (WSSDA) for that board-member district, all candidates must meet the qualifying requirements of RCW 28A.310.150.
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References:	AGO 1975 No. 8 Change of Residence from One Director District to Another – Vacancy
Form 1115-F1 – Application for Position on PSESD Board of Directors
Legal References:	RCW 28A.310.030 – ESD Board Membership
RCW 28A.310.060 ESD Board – Members – Terms – Vacancies
RCW 28A.310.130 – Vacation of Board Member Position
RCW 42.30.110 (1)(a)(II)(h) – Executive Sessions
