Lewis & Clark Career Center
Leading Through Innovation

Law and Public Safety
Law Enforcement Program Syllabus
(2023-2024)

Course Description:  

The purpose of this course is to provide the students with a comprehensive introduction to law enforcement and related public safety career fields.  Students will study such topics as the history of policing, law enforcement ethics, criminal law and procedures, and the United States court systems.  Additionally, students will be exposed to the technical skills and police concepts and procedures utilized by modern police officers.  Students will also participate in physical fitness and defensive tactics training.

Instructor:	

Mark M. Kostos
Office:  636-443-4950
mkostos@stcharlessd.org

Career Center Director:	

Dr. Martin Hanley
Office:  636-443-4950
mhanley@stcharlessd.org


Instructional Philosophy:

Understanding that students have diverse needs, multiple instructional techniques and methods will be utilized to help students succeed.  Delivery methods will include lectures, guided discussions, individual and small group projects, hands-on learning, and practical application.  Homework, or work outside of the Career Center, is an essential component to student success.  Critical thinking and problem solving skills will be emphasized throughout the course.      

Course Goals:

Lewis & Clark Career Center programs utilize a curriculum that is aligned with national business and industry standards.  The programs integrate the core academic areas of math, science and communication arts with comprehensive work ethics into their Career and Technical Education (CTE) instruction.  Students should expect to complete weekly reading, writing, and math assignments.

The overall goal of this course is to provide the students with the ethical, physical, technical, and tactical skills needed to put them on the path to becoming the next generation of great law enforcement professionals.

Major Assignments:

In addition to routine course work, students will also be required to prepare for and participate in several cumulative, or “capstone,” assignments.

· Research Paper and Presentation:  This project will require academic research, technical writing, and communication skills.  Students will individually prepare a research paper on a law enforcement topic to then present it to their peers.

· Crime Scene Investigation:  Students will process mock crime scenes, testing their technical skills, such as diagramming, evidence collection, and report writing. 
Assessment and Grading:

Assessments and grading will align with the District’s standards-based assessment model. Students will be assessed throughout the course to ensure they are meeting or exceeding standards.  Remedial learning opportunities and assignments will be available to assist students to achieve standards.

· Classwork (25% of overall grade):  Tests and quizzes will be used to assess academic performance.  Students will also write a number of simulated police reports throughout the course.
· Lab/Shop (25% of overall grade):  Practical application evaluations will be used to assess comprehension of technical and tactical skills.
· Employability (25% of overall grade):  Students will be evaluated on their attendance, uniform appearance, ethical values, and leadership skills.
· Physical Training (12.5% of overall grade):  Students will participate in weekly physical training sessions.
· Tests/Research/Capstone Project Grading (12.5% of overall grade):  Students will be assessed on the thoroughness and organization of these projects.

Grading Scale:

95%-100% = A
90%-94%   = A-
89%-87%   = B+
83%-86%   = B
80%-82%   = B-
77%-79%   = C+
73%-76%   = C
70%-72%   = C-
67%-69%   = D+
63%-66%   = D
60%-62%   = D-
0 – 59%     = F

Program Structure:

The Law Enforcement Program will consist of the following units:

· Physical Fitness and Mental Health
· Basic Police Equipment
· Law Enforcement Ethics
· History of Policing
· U.S. Court System
· Criminal Law and Procedures
· Communications
· Critical Thinking
· Technical Skills
· Basic Police Concepts and Procedures
· Corrections
Career Technical Student Organization (CTSO):			[image: ]
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Students of the Law Enforcement program will be encouraged to participate in CTSO SkillsUSA. SkillsUSA offers local, state and national opportunities for students to learn and practice personal, workplace and technical skills. These three components comprise the SkillsUSA Framework, a blueprint for career readiness. Local chapters conduct a full program of work and many students also attend a district or state conference.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]SkillsUSA activities develop positive attitudes, build self-esteem and empower students to excel. They give students a head start in developing valuable professional skills such as communications, interpersonal abilities, time management, teamwork and more. Because SkillsUSA works hand-in-hand with business and industry, students get the skills employers want.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]
Students will have the opportunity to compete in contests as well as work on employability skills through organized curriculum and activities. The curriculum is meant to be integrated within the students’ CTE program.  The employability skills focused on are the same ones industry partners have advised were missing with new employees. CTC students will be provided an opportunity to fundraise to help offset some of the expenses that may be incurred through the year in order to attend conferences or competitions. 

Uniform and Grooming Standards:

As this course is designed to prepare the students for entry into a law enforcement or related public safety career field, uniforms and grooming standards will be consistent with typical “Police Academy” standards.  

Uniforms will be worn on Monday through Thursday, or as directed by the instructor.  Fridays will typically be a casual dress day.  Physical training (PT) will be scheduled so that students can be prepared with the appropriate attire. 

Uniforms:

· Polo-style shirt with L&CCC LE program logo
· Khaki cargo (BDU-style) pants
· Black boots or shoes, capable of being polished
· Grey T-shirt with L&CCC LE program logo/ Black gym shorts (PT)

Grooming standards are required in order to maintain a professional appearance, and account for tactical considerations.

Grooming Standards:

· Hair should be neat, combed, and conservatively styled.  Longer hair should be worn in a bun or ponytail, off the collar.  Only black or navy-blue hair accessories will be authorized.
· Facial hair is permissible; however, beards and mustaches must be neatly trimmed in order to maintain a professional appearance.
· Fingernails should be trimmed, and not excessive in length, in order to permit the student to operate simulated firearms and participate in defensive tactics training.  Nail polish, if worn, should be conservative in color.
· No excessive jewelry will be worn in uniform.  This is a tactical consideration; no necklaces should be visible in uniform, and loose bracelets are prohibited.  Females will be permitted to wear small studded earrings (gold, silver, blue, black, or white).  No other visible body piercings will be permitted, for males or females.
· Watches are acceptable.

Additional Information:

· LE students will be exposed to real-life scenarios via video/photographic images and audio clips.  Many of the videos/photos will be from real crime scenes. 
· LE students will utilize simulated/nonfunctioning handguns during the course of the program. 
· No cell phones or mobile electronic device use will be allowed during class. They can be used before class, after class, and during breaks.  Any exception will be up to the instructor.






















Student and Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement:

The signature of the student and parents/guardians below indicates their acknowledgement of the information contained in this course syllabus.






__________________________________________  		_________________

[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]		Student Signature						Date





__________________________________________  		_________________

[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]	      Parent/Guardian Signature					Date
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