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Kindergarten Application Guidelines

Today marks an important milestone in your child’s future.  Kindergarten is a compulsory year of schooling for all children in Maryland. Children must be turning five years of age by September 1 to enroll in the Cecil County Public Schools Kindergarten program. Kindergarten programs are available at all 17 elementary school sites throughout the county.  Children must be fully immunized to attend school in our public school settings.  Our enrollment window for the 2025-2026 school year opens on April 1, 2025.

All applications for enrollment into the Cecil County Public School system must be completed online.  
We are happy to assist you with your online application and answer any questions you may have. You may schedule an Enrollment Appointment with your local home school to receive assistance with the online application. It is recommended that you have all required documentation on hand before you begin the online application process or show up for an Enrollment Appointment.  

Information You Must Know:
* A child must reside in Cecil County to apply for Kindergarten programs. Proof of Residence documentation is required and submitted with application.

*Age Eligibility Requirements
Your child must be 5 by 9/1/2025 to be enrolled in Kindergarten.
Proof of Age documentation is required and submitted with application.

Proof of Age Verification Documents:
· Birth Certificate
· Hospital Certificate
· Physician’s Certificate
· Baptismal or Church Certificate
· Parent’s Affidavit
· Family Bible
· Passport/Visa

	Proof of Residency Verification Documents:
· Current Property Tax Bill
· Current Rental Lease Agreement
· Current Utility Bill with Applicant’s Name and Address
· Settlement Papers or Deed
· Documentation of Residency with verification of information
· ACP Card (address confidentiality program)


Bus Information for PK3, PK4 and Kindergarten

School office personnel may not provide information regarding bus stop locations, bus number or bus pick up and drop off times.

Information pertaining to bus services is provided by the Transportation Department through US Mail or email. Information is released in late August.

Bus transportation is not provided to the Mt. Aviat Academy or Trinity Preschool private provider location. These placement options are self-transport responsibility. 





                            










Curriculum and Learning in Kindergarten

All Kindergarten programs operate for a full day from 8:45am to 3:45pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Elementary schools operate on a modified schedule every Wednesday. Children attend school from 8:45am to 2:00 pm on Wednesdays. 

Children participate in lunch in a common lunchroom space known as the Cafeteria. This space is monitored by school administrators, adult cafeteria assistants, and food serving staff. Kindergarten children are provided support with their lunch items while they are in the cafeteria space.

Children participate in what is referred to as Specials content for 45 minutes each day. Special areas include Art, Music, Physical Education and Integrated Arts. These specialized content areas are instructed by teachers certified in the specific content area. Children typically attend one of these special areas per day and each of these areas over the course of a week. 

Kindergarten children will participate in daily outdoor play periods. These outdoor play periods are monitored by the classroom teacher, as well as, other adults to ensure safety. We do not offer a rest period during our Kindergarten school day. 

Children in Kindergarten participate in a structured day that includes opportunities to learn in whole group class settings, small group settings with the teacher or another adult, and learning centers. CCPS utilizes the following curriculums to teach content aligned with the MD Early Learning Standards:
· English Language Arts - Bookworms + Fundations + Kid Writing
· Mathematics - Envision or Illustrative Mathematics
· Social-Emotional Development - Little Spot of Emotion + Second Step
 

What does it mean to be ready for school?

School readiness is often thought of as knowledge related to literacy and language, mathematics, science content and behavior. What does it mean to teachers and administrators in CCPS? Children that are prepared for school have spent time exploring their world. They have learned about themselves, developed knowledge, and developed skills by playing in the contexts of the world around them. They have played and explored within their home, their neighborhood, possibly a child care setting, visited stores and other public locations. Children ready for school have listened to many stories read aloud to them, learned to dance and sing, and safely engage with items and objects within their environment. Children who are ready for school have been talked to frequently and have had endless conversations with others. Children who have been able to engage in the experiences listed above have learned to take direction from adults, learned to engage with other children in appropriate ways, have learned to perform age appropriate self-care skills, and have learned to regulate and express their needs, wants and emotions appropriate to their age. 

Formalized school teaches children knowledge and skills related to literacy and language, mathematics, science and social studies. We’ve got that covered. From birth to age 5, the adults in childrens’ lives and the early environments they live and play in prepare children for school through interaction, exploration, love and kindness. These are the children who are ready for school. 
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