Desert Mountain Site Council
Minutes
February 19, 2025

· Meeting called to order by John Andrews at 2:37pm.
· Attendance:
· Absent – Lulu Faraj
Whitney Jennings is no longer a member of Site Council due to time constraints.  
· Approval of January minutes: The minutes from the previous meeting were approved. Motion made by Sandy Fruehe.  Seconded by Voula Popovich.  Motion Passed.

Call to Public
· There was great response on fundraising for the PTO legacy project, but many parents reached out to PTO about funding other projects that are not funded by PTO like bathrooms, bugs, Spanish teacher. 
· John Andrews mentioned that plumbing in our 30-year-old school is probably our number one priority.  The District will probably be asking for a bond in our November election to cover the cost of improvements to DMHS.  Bond will include plumbing, bathroom updates and other building improvements. 

Principal’s Report
· We are at the end of student course selection and the counselors are working on completing course selection for students who were absent.  Course selection will determine our Master Schedule and number of teachers needed for 2025-2026.  We may have about 14 more students next fall,  projecting enrollment to be 1,923.  
· District plans to cut DMHS by 2.7 teachers for next year.  All schools will have some cuts. DMHS is trying to be more efficient with 6/5ths teachers to manage this and keep class sizes as low as possible.
· Website update – Ben Paweski will be webmaster to streamline information posting from various sources in the school on the main school website. 
· Suggestion – In past years, a previous Admin Asst would get a transcript from DMTV news and incorporate it on the website.  Another idea is to put link in for DMTV broadcasts. 
· Attendance – Improved at DMHS for this year and has improved by 2.6% 
· Graduation Regalia – Latin Honors cords in 3 academic levels will be provided (Summa, Magna, Cum). IB will have stoles, NHS will have bibs and clubs will have tassels.  
· Cost for these items will mainly come from the graduation account from cost of tickets.  We will no longer be issuing students medals due to expense, and desire for more student recognition at the ceremony.  
· Suggestion:  Sid Gupta suggested publicizing new graduation changes to all students, including the fact that we do not rank by number any more. 
· Awards Ceremony – John, Kristin and Jenny have met to discuss basics of how this event will be organized.  We have reached out to the other high schools for sample programs and to ask how they organize their events.  The other high schools generally focus on seniors.
· Suggestion made to do multi-sport and academic awards. 
· Voula volunteered to coach commencement speakers. 
· Students select a faculty member to speak at commencement. 
· Howl Outs and Happenings
· Spring musical is Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee April 2,3,4 at 7pm.
· Fine Arts Awards 
· Wolf of the Month is Thurs 2/20.  
· Perfect attendance students (36 kids) will have a reward lunch and prizes.
· Prom- April 5 at Scottsdale Airpark hangar.  Theme is Sky Full of Stars
· IB Awards May 16.
· Graduation May 22
· Unveiling of Legacy Project letters TBA!!  Thank you to PTO Presidents Sandy Fruehe and Tanjia Hong who worked so hard on fundraising for this project for DMHS 40 year anniversary. 
Student Government Report – Hailey Glicksman
· Teen Town Hall is in planning.  Stugo Students go to classrooms to talk to students about issues in the school and district. 
· Valentine’s Day heart tradition was again hit.  They raised $500 with roses and singing grams. 
· Senior Breakfast will be at Culinary Dropout in Kierland. 
· Senior calendar will be posted this week. 
Tax Credit – no tax credit spending requests.
Representative Reports
· Jenny reported on the ACT Boot Camp with 85 students in attendance.  The kids felt like it was a worthwhile effort.  
· Jenny is holding a Skilled Trade School fair on campus on Feb 26.  So far about 12 trades are coming and we have a few classes committed to coming down to the event. 
· Diane - Newsletter – please make sure to keep PTO updated on events. 
· Taytum - NHS applications and due dates will be announced soon.  This information has intentionally been dropped at a random time with limited response period so students can be sure and expected to follow instructions.  NHS officers will check to see if this is a DMHS tradition, or if it is something that is driven by NHS.
· Jenny - All NM Semi-Finalists have moved on to the Finalist cut.  
· PTO lunch will be provided to staff at Professional Development day on Feb 26.  
· Tanjia -Question on how Senior Breakfast posters will be displayed due to change in venue (no walls to hang them on!)
· Tanjia - PTO is seeking new officers. 
· Voula - SCC would like to share flyers with the speech and debate team. 
· Chloe - Choir Concert Feb 28.
· Nadia – “Miscast:” event where students portray characters outside their comfort zone will be held Feb 20 at 7pm. 
· Sid – Mrs. Okun thanks everyone for the tax credit donation for Robotics. 
· Sid – Student Advisory Board – Mr. Norris was recognized at last board meeting.  SUSD set up an Escape the Vape event.  
· Sid – kids are not happy about the sound system in the gym.  Also the assembly bell schedule causes confusion to students and teachers with multiple bells. 
· Sandy – Blue Zone – She asked if we are a Blue Zone (effort to try to make community healthier).  We are not.  There are steps you have to meet to qualify and you can kind of pick what you want to do, and we may be doing some of them already.  John feels he prefers to focus on academics at this time. 
Motion to adjourn by John Andrews.  Approved by Sandy Fruehe.  Seconded by Tanjia Hoang.  Adjourned at 3:47pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Jenny Dorsch
2/19/25

