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Facts you are invited to share with students before or 
during Orange Shirt Day in class or school announcements


Orange Shirt Day Fact #1: The people referred to as Native American or American Indian in the United States are called First Nations People in Canada.

Orange Shirt Day Fact #2: Between the 1880s and 1970s many First Nation and American Indian children were forced to attend government-run schools far away from their homes. These were called Residential Schools (in Canada) and Boarding Schools in the United States. Many children were stolen or ripped away from their family, put on a train or bus and driven hundreds of miles from home to go to the nearest school.

Orange Shirt Day Fact #3: Over 150,000 First Nations and over 300,000 American Indians were forced to attend these schools. There were over 500 of these schools in the two countries combined.

Orange Shirt Day Fact #4: These schools were designed to strip away Indigenous cultures, languages, religious beliefs, and their knowledge of traditional ways of life because the government did not value Indigenous people and their way.

Orange Shirt Day Fact #5: Children were often treated poorly, like prisoners. When they arrived at the school they were stripped of their clothing, given the same haircuts, and the same clothes to wear. They were also forced to pick an English name like John, Sally, or Michael and no longer go by their traditional name (if they had one). It was like the military, but for children. 

Orange Shirt Day Fact #6: Unfortunately, many hundreds of children died at these schools. Some were known about and put in a school cemetery. Hundreds others were hidden in unmarked graves that are just now being discovered.
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