CHANGE OVER TIME ESSAY

The change over time essay asks students to access how larger global issues and themes such as gender, trade, technology, and environment have changed. If any one essay will give students difficulties, it is likely that this essay will be problematic. Students will not only have to identify areas of change, but also areas of continuity across chronological periods, and will have to compare two or more chronological periods within one geographic area. Unlike other A.P. history essays, students will not have a choice for the essay. Students will all have the same essay, but in the prompt, students should able to choose between different geographic regions to answer the question.

Organization is critical in this essay. While the thesis and conclusion paragraphs are standard, the body paragraphs are based on chronological periods. There should be one paragraph for each time period. If there are two geographical regions, summarize the conditions of both regions during the specific time periods together in the same paragraph. Use transitions within the paragraph to assist with comparisons and contrasts between the two civilizations or regions. And add a paragraph after the first two, body paragraphs, which clearly delineates specific changes and continuities across the chronological time.

Again students will have to have an acceptable thesis. The remarks about the DBQ and comparative thesis are applicable to the change over time essay. Make sure that theses mention global issues and time periods addressed or implied in the prompt.

Students must address all parts of the prompts although not thoroughly or evenly. Students are expected to differentiate between the time periods and issues included in the prompt. This is best accomplished by dealing with the different parts in separate paragraphs. Within the groupings, coverage does not have to be even or thorough. Students must simply discuss the issue, but the coverage should include any significant trends and developments. For example, if students are asked to discuss change over time between 1450 and 2000, there should be separate paragraphs for 1450 – 1750, 1750 – 1914, and 1914 to the present. Do not leave out a time period.

Students must substantiate the thesis with appropriate historical evidence. It is not sufficient to make a statement without use of proof and evidence. Students should use evidence, which is clear and detailed. Appropriate vocabulary, persons, events, and individual states are critical. Critically, do not leave out significant cultures, civilizations, or empires within the time or geographical region. For instance in an essay on change over time in the Middle East from 1450 – 1914, it is a significant error to forget the Ottoman Turks.

Students must use the historical context effectively to show change and continuity. This requires students to address the topic across all relative chronological periods, and show changes and continuities. Most importantly, it requires students to explain at least one reason for any changes or continuities of the period. 
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