7th Grade Honors ELAR Project

Your Name ______________________________

Hey, you’re reading this; I appreciate that!

I can give you two solid pieces of advice for success in my class and in life: 1) read everything you are assigned completely (you’re on the right track by reading this!) and 2) learn how to ask specific questions to get the information you need.
I’m grateful that you are reading this because it shows your dedication. There is no assignment on this sheet. There is nothing to fill out for any amount of credit, and yet you chose to read it anyway. One of the main virtues I value is dedication (alongside hard work and kindness). Thank you for that, sincerely.
It’s likely (and almost certain) that there will be something that you will not understand in the next year in my class, so I need you to be ready to not only ask questions—but also to ask specific questions that can help you move forward. I say this, not to discourage you from asking questions, but to encourage you to be direct when you need information. Smart people don’t always know all of the answers (I certainly don’t); instead, they learn how to ask pointed, focused questions that go beyond a simple “I don’t understand” or “What do I do?”
If you’re wondering what to expect from this class, the main thing you will hear from former students is “we read a lot.” There is rarely a day in which we do not read something in class or discuss something that we have read outside of class. Yes, you read that right, we’re going to discuss what we read and analyze literature as a class. This class is an investigation of themes, characterization, and symbolism where a lot of learning happens in the process.
Get on board because the ride starts soon.

Peace,
Mr. McClenny
Part 1: Define the following terms using Google. All terms are related to writing, literature, and/or poetry if multiple definitions come up.
	
Vocabulary
Term
	
Definition

	
Simile
	

	
Metaphor
	

	
Personification
	

	
Sensory
Imagery
	

	
Situational
Irony
	

	
Verbal
Irony
	

	
Dramatic
Irony
	

	
Symbolism
	


	
Alliteration
	

	
End Rhyme
	

	
Rhythm
(Poetry)
	

	
Tone
	

	
Mood
	

	
Free Verse
	

	
Diction
	

	
Repetition
	

	Graphical
Elements of
Poetry
	

	
Rhetorical
Question
	

	
Theme
	

	
Thematic
Statement
	




Part 2:
Read the poems “Annabel Lee” and “(love song, with two goldfish).”
Prompt: Write an essay that compares and contrasts the poetic elements, figurative language, and themes of the two poems. Your essay should feature direct quotes from both texts to prove your points. This essay should be handwritten and be at least one page in length. Please use the vocabulary words from Part 1 of this assignment to describe the poems whenever possible. Your written response should be on the following pages.
You are welcome to use the remainder of this page (and any additional scratch paper) to plan your writing.




Annabel Lee
By: Edgar Allan Poe (1850)
It was many and many a year ago,
   In a kingdom by the sea,
That a maiden there lived whom you may know
   By the name of Annabel Lee;
And this maiden she lived with no other thought
   Than to love and be loved by me.
I was a child and she was a child,
   In this kingdom by the sea:
But we loved with a love that was more than love—
   I and my Annabel Lee;
With a love that the winged seraphs of heaven
   Coveted her and me.
And this was the reason that, long ago,
   In this kingdom by the sea,
A wind blew out of a cloud, chilling
   My beautiful Annabel Lee;
So that her highborn kinsman came
   And bore her away from me,
To shut her up in a sepulcher1
   In this kingdom by the sea.




The angels, not half so happy in heaven,
   Went envying her and me—
Yes!—that was the reason (as all men know,
   In this kingdom by the sea)
That the wind came out of the cloud by night,
   Chilling and killing my Annabel Lee.
But our love it was stronger by far than the love
   Of those who were older than we—
   Of many far wiser than we—
And neither the angels in heaven above,
   Nor the demons down under the sea,
Can ever dissever my soul from the soul
   Of the beautiful Annabel Lee:
For the moon never beams, without bringing me dreams
   Of the beautiful Annabel Lee;
And the stars never rise, but I feel the bright eyes
   Of the beautiful Annabel Lee;
And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the side
Of my darling—my darling—my life and my bride,
   In her sepulcher there by the sea,
   In her tomb by the sounding sea.




(love song, with two goldfish)
By Grace Chua (2003)


(He's a drifter, always
floating around her, has
nowhere else to go. He wishes
she would sing, not much, just the scales;
or take some notice,
give him the fish eye.)

(Bounded by round walls
she makes fish eyes
and kissy lips at him, darts
behind pebbles, swallows
his charms hook, line and sinker)

(He's bowled over. He would
take her to the ocean, they could
count the waves. There,
in the submarine silence, they would share
their deepest secrets. Dive for pearls
like stars.)

(But her love's since
gone belly-up. His heart sinks
like a fish. He drinks
like a stone. Drowns those sorrows,
stares emptily through glass.)

(the reason, she said
she wanted)
(and he could not give)
a life
beyond the
(bowl)
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Part 3: Give me Your Word.
We live in a time where people often take credit for the work of others. Turning in work created by someone or something else is no different than being lazy or turning in nothing. You learn nothing, and you do not improve as a student or person. The worst part is that it is almost always painfully obvious to someone like me who reads student work constantly. If you’re even considering plagiarizing or otherwise generating a response for this assignment, I’ll just tell you this: I will always respect the person who tries and fails more than the person who succeeds without learning. Effort and hard work are more important than ever. Don’t give in.
With everything I have written above in mind, please sign below (print is fine) if you agree that the statement is true:

The writing I have produced for this project is original and was not generated by an outside source (a classmate, an AI generator, or another source). I understand that if my writing is determined to be plagiarized or generated from an outside source, I will receive a test grade of zero for this assignment and likely be removed from Honors ELAR.

I ______________________________ agree to and understand the statement above
