Utah Code

Effective 9/1/2022
53G-6-707 Interstate compact students -- Inclusion in attendance count -- Foreign exchange students -- Annual report -- Requirements for exchange student agencies.
(1) A school district or charter school may include the following students in the district's or school's membership and attendance count for the purpose of apportionment of state money:
(a) a student enrolled under an interstate compact, established between the state board and the state education authority of another state, under which a student from one compact state would be permitted to enroll in a public school in the other compact state on the same basis as a resident student of the receiving state; or
(b) a student receiving services under Title 80, Chapter 2, Part 9, Interstate Compact on Placement of Children.
(2) A school district or charter school may:
(a) enroll foreign exchange students that do not qualify for state money; and
(b) pay for the costs of those students with other funds available to the school district or charter school.
(3) Due to the benefits to all students of having the opportunity to become familiar with individuals from diverse backgrounds and cultures, school districts are encouraged to enroll foreign exchange students, as provided in Subsection (2), particularly in schools with declining or stable enrollments where the incremental cost of enrolling the foreign exchange student may be minimal.
(4) 
(a) A local school board or charter school governing board shall require each approved exchange student agency to provide it with a sworn affidavit of compliance prior to the beginning of each school year.
(b) The affidavit shall include the following assurances:
(i) that the agency has complied with all applicable policies of the state board;
(ii) that a household study, including a background check of all adult residents, has been made of each household where an exchange student is to reside, and that the study was of sufficient scope to provide reasonable assurance that the exchange student will receive proper care and supervision in a safe environment;
(iii) that host parents have received training appropriate to their positions, including information about enhanced criminal penalties under Subsection 76-5-406(2)0) for persons who are in a position of special trust;
(iv) that a representative of the exchange student agency shall visit each student's place of residence at least once each month during the student's stay in Utah;
(v) that the agency will cooperate with school and other public authorities to ensure that no exchange student becomes an unreasonable burden upon the public schools or other public agencies;
(vi) that each exchange student will be given in the exchange student's native language names and telephone numbers of agency representatives and others who could be called at any time if a serious problem occurs; and
(vii) that alternate placements are readily available so that no student is required to remain in a household if conditions appear to exist which unreasonably endanger the student's welfare.
(5) 
(a) A local school board or charter school governing board shall provide each approved exchange student agency with a list of names and telephone numbers of individuals not associated with the agency who could be called by an exchange student in the event of a serious problem.


Page 1

Utah Code

(b) [bookmark: _GoBack]The agency shall make a copy of the list available to each of its exchange students in the exchange student's native language.
(6) Notwithstanding Subsection 53F-2-303(3)(a), a school district or charter school shall enroll a foreign exchange student if the foreign exchange student:
(a) is sponsored by an agency approved by the state board;
(b) attends the same school during the same time period that another student from the school is:
(i) sponsored by the same agency; and
(ii) enrolled in a school in a foreign country; and
(c) is enrolled in the school for one year or less.

Amended by Chapter 335, 2022 General Session
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R277.	Education, Administration. R277-612.	Foreign Exchange Students. R277-612-l.	Authority and Purpose.
(1) This rule is authorized by:
(a) Utah Constitution Article X, Section 3, which vests general control and supervision over public education in the Board;
(b) Subsection 53F-2-303(3)(b), which directs the Board to make rules to administer the cap on the number of foreign exchange students for purposes of apportioning state monies for the students; and
(c) Subsection 53E-3-401(4), which allows the Board to make rules to execute the Board's duties and responsibilities under the Utah Constitution and state law.
(2) The purpose of this rule is to:
(a) administer the cap on the number of foreign exchange students that may be counted by school districts and charter schools for state funding; and
(b) provide guidance to school districts and charter schools in working with exchange student agencies and accepting foreign exchange students to provide for safety and fairness to the exchange students and Utah public school students.
R277-612-2 .	Definitions .
(1) 11 Foreign exchange student II means a student sponsored by an agency approved by an LEA governing board, subject to the limitations of Subsection 53F-2-303(3).

R277-612-3.	Foreign Exchange Student Cap.
(1) The Superintendent shall allocate funds to an LEA from a specific legislative appropriation designated annually to pay the costs of educating foreign exchange students who meet all criteria of the law.
(2) School districts and charter schools are encouraged to enroll foreign exchange students and report those enrollment numbers annually to the Superintendent in the October 1 Superintendents' Report .
(3) School districts and charter schools shall include in their report to the Superintendent only foreign exchange students that satisfy all requirements of Subsection 53G-6-707(7) and LEA policies.
(4) An LEA may enroll foreign exchange students who do not qualify for state monies and:
(a) pay the costs of the student with other LEA funds; or
(b) charge the student tuition.
(5) Nothing in this section shall prevent an LEA from enrolling a foreign exchange student in accordance with Subsection 53G-6-707(2).

R277-612-4.	LEA Policy for Working with Foreign Exchange Student Agencies and Protecting Students.
(1) An LEA that enrolls foreign exchange students shall have a policy that includes:

and

(a)	adherence to the requirements of Subsection 53G-6-707(7);

(b)
exchange
( 2)

provisions which create a safe environment for foreign students and school district/charter school students.
Prior to accepting students through a foreign exchange

student agency, each LEA shall require and maintain a sworn affidavit of compliance.
(3) A sworn affidavit of compliance shall include confirmation that the agency:
(a) is in compliance with all applicable policies of the LEA governing board;
(b) has completed a household study, including a background check consistent with Section 53G-6-707, of all adult residents of each household where foreign exchange students will reside;
(c) has reviewed the information revealed through the background checks required by Subsection (b) with an appropriate LEA official;
(d) has completed a background study to assure that the exchange student will receive proper care and supervision in a safe environment;
(e) has provided host parents with training appropriate to their positions, including information about enhanced criminal penalties under Subsection 76-5-406(10) for persons who are in a position of special trust;
(f) will send a representative to visit each student's place of residence at least monthly during the student's stay in Utah;
(g) will cooperate with school and other public authorities to ensure that no exchange student becomes an unreasonable burden upon the public schools or other public agencies;
(h) will give each exchange student names and telephone numbers of agency representatives and others who could be called at any time if a serious problem occurs, in the exchange student's native language; and
(i) will provide alternate placements so that no student is required to remain in a household if conditions appear to exist which unreasonably endanger the student's welfare.
(4) An LEA that accepts foreign exchange students shall provide each approved foreign exchange student agency with a list of names and telephone numbers of individuals not associated with the agency who could be called by an exchange student in the event of a serious problem.
(5) A foreign exchange student agency shall provide a copy of a list in the student's native language provided by an LEA in accordance with Subsection (4) to each foreign exchange student.
KEY:	foreign exchange students, enrollment
Date of Enactment or Last Substantive Amendment:	May 10, 2017 Notice of Continuation:	March 15, 2017
Authorizing,	and Implemented or Interpreted	Law:	Art X Sec 3; 53F-2-303(3); 53E-3-401(4)
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SUBJECT: Foreign Exchange Students


Foreign Exchange Students: The intent of the foreign exchange program for J-1 students is to provide a cultural and education experie nc e in an American high school. This cultural and education experience can benefit all students by having the opportunity to become familiar with individuals from dive rse backgrounds and cultures.
A. Ad miss ion - a lim ited number of Foreign Exchange Students (FES) will be admitted in the Cache County School Dis tr ict for the purpose of international understanding and cultur al e nrichmen t. The number of FES admitted will correspond to the funded allotment from the Utah State Board of Education which may vary from year to year. Students must be sponsored by an agency that is accredited with the Council on Sta nda rds in Inte rnational Educat ional Travel (CSIET). Exchange students must be of the same general age of district high
sc hool students. FES will only be enrolled for one school year. The Dis tric t reserves the right to cancel a FES enrollment if the FES becomes an unreasonable burd en upon the public schools or other public agencies.
8.  One-to-One  Exchanges-  As provided  by UCA 53G - 6- 707(6), the District will enroll an FES if the FES is sponsored by an approved agency and attends the same school during the same time period that another  student  from  the school  is sponsored by the same agency and en rolled  in  a  foreign country;  and  is  enrolled for one year or less. A One-to-One Exchange as outlined will not count agai nst the funded allotment from the Utah State Board of Education as explained in su b­
section A. above.
C. High School Graduation - Foreign Exchange Students will not qualify for high school graduation nor will they receive a high school diploma. Sponsoring agencies, host families, and other parties may not advertise participation in formal graduation exercises from high school as an ex pectation for FES.
D. Fees - No special/ addit io nal fees will be charged Foreig n Exchange
Students. They will, however, be expected to pay fe es th at are req uired of regu la r students.
E. 1- 20 Forms - The distr ict does not iss ue 1-20 Forms for any potential students.
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