How do I know if the Battle of the Books Team is for me? 
We are so excited that you are interested in joining the Battle of the Books team! We have a lot of fun, but we do work hard. While lots of kids are interested, it’s not for everyone. Here are some things to keep in mind when you are deciding whether or not you would like to try out for the Battle of the Books (BOB) team:
· You love to read different genres of books that are already decided for you. While you get to choose the order in which you read the books, all BOB team members MUST read all 15 books. Trust us...they are great books!
· You understand that this is a team that you “try out for” and may not make it beyond the first round, second round, etc. Our first checkpoint is at the first official meeting: if you do not score 100 on the memorization quiz for all 15 titles and authors, you will not make it to the next meeting. It is important that you understand how this works.  
· You agree to work hard at the after-school meetings, behave appropriately, and be prepared by bringing your “homework” with you each week.  You also must have a ride ready to pick you up promptly at 3:30 each week in the car rider line (or we can walk you down to ACES).  
· You pay close attention to details in the books you read, and can quickly recall what you have read. All of the competition questions are very detailed so we have to be great at this! 
· You are a fast reader – you will need to read all 15 books by January 1! That averages out to be a little more than one book per week. While you can certainly count the BOB books towards your nightly reading homework, you may have to read additional things for your classroom teacher. 
· You don’t mind rereading books. Once selected, the competition team of 12 will be placed into groups to become “experts” on a minimum of four books. They will reread those books and possibly a couple of others.
· You are not shy in front of a large group and can speak up! When we go to competition, we will be in front of a large crowd. You will be asked a question that you must answer directly, speaking loudly and clearly to the moderator/judge. 
· You work well in a team and enjoy cheering for others! We will rely heavily on our teammates during the competition. Sometimes people give the right answers and sometimes they don’t. 
· You will commit to your team and attend the meetings each week. 
· Very important: You understand that not everyone who comes to the meetings will be on the final competition team. We can only take 12 people, so we will use a point system to select the final team in late December or early January.
How is the final Battle of the Books Team selected?
In order to be fair to everyone interested, we will use a point system to determine the team of 12 that we take to the district competition. Here are some ways that you will earn points: 
· Attendance - Attending each meeting after school (if you miss a meeting for an excused reason – sick, appt., etc., your parent needs to email Mrs. Dalton or Mrs. Tuggle). 
· Titles and authors - Memorizing all 15 titles and full authors’ names. This needs to be done before our first official meeting. Quizzes will be given weekly on this until everyone on the team has them all memorized.
· Reading – Each week, you will take a quiz on the book you completed from the week before. You will earn points based on the number of questions you get correct. 
· Homework assignments – You will earn points by completing the homework assignments for the books. These are not hard, but they are important!
· Bonus Points – At any time, we might offer bonus points during our meetings for a variety of things. 
We hope this helps answer some of your questions. If you still have any questions or concerns about Battle of the Books, please contact Mrs. Dalton at daltonc@gcsnc.com or Mrs. Tuggle at tuggleh@gcsnc.com.  Thank you!
