Minutes 	        MSMHS PTO Meeting		February 3, 2025

	Call to Order/Welcome
   -President: Jennifer King
	Jennifer King called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.


	Approval of January 6, 2025, minutes
   -Secretary: Sonya Childs
	Jennifer made a motion to approve the minutes, and Sonya seconded the motion. MOTION APPROVED.


	Officer Reports:
· President: Jennifer King

· Vice President: Connie Buecker

· Treasurer: Jyl Warn

· Secretary: Sonya Childs

	● President: Jennifer King
· Gave a round of applause to all who contributed to the success of Trivia Night.
● Vice President: Connie Buecker - N/A
● Treasurer: Jyl Warn
· Shark Bites: $159.73 (Total)
· Chipotle: $59.73
· Pick Pockets: $100
· See’s Candy: $130.95
· Trivia Night: $1,711 (Total profit not yet reported as receipts are still being submitted.)
● Secretary: Sonya Childs - N/A


	Principal Report: Tara Amatrudo/Colleen Hardison

	● Tara Amatrudo
· Sailing Program: Groton/Fitch individuals are taking over the Fitch program.
· Partnership through UCONN Avery Point Athletics, which includes membership, boat access, and a program running from April break to early June (three days a week).
· Avery Point will provide transportation from Marine Science Magnet HS to Avery Point’s campus.
· Marine Science has a Facilities Use Agreement; a meeting will be scheduled for interested students.
· Cost: $100 per student, with some fundraising needed.
· A parent meeting will be scheduled, with advertisements going out by next week (2/3).
· The school will purchase wetsuits; however, Ms. Gauthier (Ada’s mother) mentioned that a suit is not necessary based on past experience.
· PTO President Jenn King is coordinating details with Avery Point’s Waterfront Program Manager, Prescott Littlefield.
· Grant Funding:
· A federal grant is currently providing equitable education funding.
· The grant may expire within a year but remains intact for now.
· Funds have been used for teacher support.
● Colleen Hardison - N/A


	Student Council Report: Ada Gauthier
	● Ada Gauthier
· Students participated in Trivia Night, with student council members forming teams.
· Plans to revamp the student and staff basketball game, scheduled for after winter sports (last held in March).
· Seeking PTO funding for T-shirts for the event, as done in the past.


	Committee Report(s)
· Staff Appreciation: Cheryl Corej Nadzam
· Fundraising: Connie Buecker
· Report on See's Candies fundraiser
· Shark Bites: (We didn’t have one in January as we focused on Trivia Night).
· Community Events:
· Report on Trivia Night: Karin Frick
· Student Appreciation:  Tracey Goodwin
· Snack & Wellness: Dawn Howe n/a

	Fundraising: Connie Buecker
· See’s Candy: $130.95
· Chipotle: $59.73
· Pick Pockets: Originally made $66 in October; Pick Pockets increased it to $100.
· Discussion on continuing with Shark Bites due to low attendance; suggestions included:
· Exploring different venues.
· Advertising earlier and putting up signs in schools.
· Scheduling fundraisers on half-days, as Smash Burgers had high attendance then.
· Improving communication since parents may not check Fishtales regularly.
· Creating promotional cards for restaurants.
· Making events more competitive.
· Principal Amatrudo suggested that we continue Shark Bites, as the money raised does add up to a profit.

· Ada Gauthier noted that the student council believes success depends on intrinsic rewards rather than extrinsic ones. Financial incentives may not be cost-effective.
· Bragging rights suggested as a reward; potential next fundraiser at Pizza Palace or Mango on February 15.
· Student Council to conduct a poll on a half-day.
● Community Events:
· Trivia Night Report: Karin Frick
· Brief report given by Connie.
· President asked if Trivia Night should be held again next year, unanimous agreement.
· Jenn requested suggestions for improvements or alternative ideas.
· Ms. Gauthier suggested higher ticket prices for premium items and possibly adding a silent or in-person auction.


	New Business/questions: Secretary Sonya Childs

· Ellie Henry - Advisory Activity request


	● Ellie Henry - Advisory Activity Request
· Host a Valentine’s Day event next week.
· Students will spend a class making a bag and bringing candy; 250 bags are needed.
· Ellie Henry requested PTO funding to purchase the bags and candy.
· Jenn motioned; Connie seconded it.
· Jenn King will purchase supplies and be reimbursed.
· Fun Valentine’s event for all students:
· Every student will receive a bag.
· Wednesday: Students decorate bags.
· Friday: Students bring candy and cards for each student’s bag in their advisory.


	Adjournment: President Jennifer King
[bookmark: _Hlk188974864]Next meeting:  Monday, March 3, 2025

	Jennifer King adjourned the meeting at 7:11 pm.





