REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

INDEPENDENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER 801

JANUARY 15, 2025
The Browns Valley School Board met in regular session on Wednesday, January 15, 2025, in the Browns Valley School library.   The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Members Present:
Ortley, Miller, Mauer, Appel, Fischer, Fonder
Others Present:
Reed, Pikarski, Metz
Visitors:

Makayla Zetah
250101-Motion by Ortley,  seconded by Fischer to approve the agenda.  All yes.  M/C

Laurie Appel administered the oath of office for MistyBlue Ortley, Andrew Miller and Kelli Fonder.
Mauer nominated Laurie Appel as chairperson.  There were no other nominations, so Appel was elected chairperson due to acclimation.  
Appel nominated Ashley Mauer as clerk.  There were no other nominations, so Mauer was elected clerk due to acclimation.

Ortley nominated Andy Miller as treasurer.  There were no other nominations, so Miller was elected treasurer due to acclimation.

250102-Motion by Fischer, seconded by Mauer to accept the following a. through cc.  All yes. M/C.

a. Auditor for 24-25 school year—Eide Bailly

b. Regular meeting on the third Wednesday of month; 6:00 p.m in Browns Valley School library. 

c. Census Recorder—Julie Metz

d. Title I LEA representative—Denise Pikarski
e. Designated depository—Prairie Sun Bank/MSDLAF

f. Designated official newspaper—Traverse County Gazette-News
g. Mileage—IRS rate (.70)
h. Midwest Special Education Cooperative representative--Miller
i. Legislative liaison—Chairperson

j. Licensed negotiation representatives—Miller, Fischer, Fonder
k. Non-licensed negotiations representatives—Ortley, Appel, Mauer
l. Meet and Confer committee—Ortley, Appel
m. Policy Manual committee—Miller, Fonder
n. Curriculum committee—Ortley, Mauer, Fischer
o. Finance committee-- Miller, Ortley, Mauer
p. Designated legal counsel—Kennedy & Graven, Chartered
q. Staff development committee—Ortley, Appel, Fonder
r. Transportation committee—Miller, Mauer, Fonder
s. Personnel committee—Ortley, Appel
t. Comprehensive Achievement and Civic Readiness committee—Miller, Fischer
u. Emergency Preparedness committee—Ortley, Fonder
v. Technology committee—Miller, Mauer
w. American Indian Committee—Ortley, Fischer

x. Designate Point-of-Contact Foster Care Liaison (Compliance Every Student

Succeeds Act)—Denise Pikarski

y. Designate combined polling place for 2025—Browns Valley City Library

z. Authorization to contact legal counsel: Superintendent, Principal, Business

Manager and Board Chair
aa.  Authorization for Business Manager to perform clerk and treasurers’ duties

ab. Motion to authorize treasurer’s bond at $20,000; superintendent’s bond at 

at $40,000; and the business manager’s bond at $50,000.

ac.  Motion to allow the following board compensation; $400 for chair, $100 for clerk and treasurer.  $50 for regular meetings, special meetings, committee meetings and negotiation meetings; $100 for all day meetings.  Travel—$100 per diem, full room allowance, mileage and meals.  All yes.  M/C.
250103—Member Appel introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE ADMINISTRATION TO MAKE

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REDUCTIONS IN PROGRAMS AND

POSITIONS AND REASONS THEREFOR.


WHEREAS, the financial condition of the school district dictates that the school board must reduce expenditures immediately, and


WHEREAS, there has been a reduction in student enrollment, and,


WHEREAS, this reduction in expenditure and decrease in student enrollment must include discontinuance of positions and discontinuance or curtailment of programs, and


WHEREAS, a determination must be made as to which teachers’ contracts must be terminated and not renewed and which teachers may be placed on unrequested leave of absence without pay or fringe benefits in effecting discontinuation of positions,


BE IT RESOLVED, by the School Board of Independent School District No. 801, as follows:


That the School Board hereby directs the Superintendent of Schools and administration to consider the discontinuance of programs or positions to effectuate economies in the school district and reduce expenditures and, because of a reduction in enrollment, make recommendations to the school board for the discontinuance of programs, curtailment of programs, discontinuance of positions or curtailment of positions.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member Ortley and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Ortley, Miller, Mauer, Appel, Fischer, Fonder
and the following voted against the same: none.

Absent: none
whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

250104-Motion by Ortley, seconded by Fonder to approve the following:



Approval of minutes of December 11 regular meeting 



Approval of bills 



General Fund
          134,523.74



Food Service

13,966.27



Community Ed
     



Total

          148,490.01


Approval of financial statements for December


Approval of $300 donation from anonymous donor



All yes.  M/C

Mrs. Reed, Superintendent, reported on webinars, mascot update, legislative platform, Civil Rights report, Tribal Nations Education Consultation meetings Feb 24-27, attendance and upcoming meetings.
Mrs. Pikarski, Principal, reported on testing, training, student activities, and community education classes.
The American Indian Committee will meet Wednesday, January 22 at 5:00 p.m.
Makayla Zetah, Elementary Teacher, reported on fast bridge testing, 100th day of school is February 4th and our One School, One Book has been chosen.  
250105—Motion by Ortley, seconded by Fischer to approve the 2024-25 Seniority List.  All yes.  M/C.

250106—Motion by Mauer, seconded by Fonder to accept Brent Jacobson, Middle School Teacher, resignation at the conclusion of the 2024-25 contract.  All yes.  M/C.

250107—Motion by Ortley, seconded by Fonder to accept Susan Varpness, Music Teacher, resignation as of September 2, 2025.  All yes.  M/C.

250108—Motion by Fischer, seconded by Mauer to approve lane change for Mandy Bucklin from BA+30 to MA.  All yes.  M/C.

Informational items were the March 2025 regular meeting will be held on March 12.  The class size reduction meeting was discussed.
250109--Motion by Miller, seconded by Fischer to enter into closed session for the Superintendent’s evaluation at 6:35 p.m.  All yes.  M/C.

250110—Motion by Mauer, seconded by Miller to resume the meeting at 6:50 p.m.  All yes.  M/C.

250111—Motion by Ortley, seconded by Fischer to adjourn at 6:51 p.m.  All yes.  M/C








Ashley Mauer, Clerk
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