SIC Meeting Minutes - February 3, 2025
Attendees:
· Brantley Wilson
· Meredith Birch
· Sheikhana Major
· Torrea Washington
· Kendardia Daise (student, via Zoom)
· Kierra Brown (via Zoom)
· CaTia Gilbert (via Zoom, Casey Gilbert’s mother)
· Donisha Washington (via Zoom, Jermaine Fields’s mother)
Absent:
· Lily Sager (Co-Chair)
· Lynn Garrett (Secretary)
Start Time: 5:30 PM
1. Introduction
· Introductions were made.
2. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (January 13, 2025)
· The minutes were reviewed.
· Motion to approve: Sheikhana Major
· Seconded by: Donisha Washington
· Minutes were approved.
3. STOPit / School Crisis Update
· Brantley Wilson provided an overview of school safety measures:
· Beaufort County switched from See Something Say Something to STOPit, a tool for anonymous reporting.
· The new system includes accountability features.
· The district provided the "I Love You Guys Foundation" for a school safety protocol (SRP), with signage displayed throughout the school (in both English and Spanish) detailing procedures for various emergencies: hold, secure, lockdown, evacuate, and shelter.
· Training for staff began at the start of the school year, with ongoing drills and staff training, including a walk-through with the fire department.
· Teachers now have lanyards that can be used to communicate with the administration in case of disruptions or safety issues.
4. Upcoming Events in February 2025
· ACCESS Testing (February 10th - 28th)
· Students who are identified as ML will be receiving support during the testing period. This is a state required testing involved for testing reading, writing, speaking, Etc.
· If any students missed testing, there will be makeup in March.
· Strengthening Families Program (February 24th)
· Hosted by Hopeful Horizons. Sheikhana Major shared that she uploaded information about the program on the school website.
· Gilbert inquired about the number of families needed for the program to start.
· Major responded that at least (12) families need to sign up for the program to begin.


5. Principal’s Report
· The January House Party event was postponed due to “the snowcation,” but it will be held in February.
· Honors Recognition:
· Quarter 2 Semester 1 Honor Roll, Behavioral Awards, and Outstanding Students Recognition will take place on February 28th.
· Black History Month:
· Activities for Black History Month include trivia questions, performances, and showcases. Parents are invited to attend the performances on February 27th from 6:00 - 8:00 PM.
· Facility Updates:
· There are ongoing outdoor lighting issues; Wilson has been in communication with maintenance who is in partnership with Dominion Energy.
· Feedback on the current schedule has been positive. Wilson mentioned that the schedule offers more opportunities for students, including potential high school credit options.
· Birch asked if bells would be implemented, and Wilson confirmed that they are exploring options with RCA (Ron Clark Academy) to implement bell audio for different House Chants throughout the day.
6. Open Discussion
· Birch asked if there were any concerns from the attendees, either in person or online.
· Wilson discussed the current School Improvement Plan, with revisions expected soon. Feedback will be welcomed from the SIC body.
· The budget revision will include updates on allocations for specific areas such as the arts and special education.
· T. Washington inquired about the process for parents to attend house meetings, and Wilson clarified that parents could shadow their child by scanning their ID and filling out the necessary forms, to invite presenting a more robust house meeting by including the parents.
· T. Washington raised concerns about classroom temperatures and dress code. Wilson confirmed that students can wear long-sleeved polos or school logo shirts. In extreme cold, jackets may be allowed, and efforts are being made to replenish school apparel at the Orcas store.
· Birch asked about how to contact the school if a child needs clothing. Wilson mentioned that the school social worker, Ms. White, can assist with such needs.
7. Summary
· Major summarized that February is a busy month, with multiple events scheduled. She hopes families will be able to attend both the House Party and Black History Month activities.
· Wilson emphasized that the school is trying to make it easier for parents to attend events by accommodating different work schedules.
8. Motion to Adjourn
· Motion by: Meredith Birch
· Seconded by: Torrea Washington
· Meeting adjourned at 6:05 PM.
Next Meeting: March 3, 2025, at 5:30 PM.
Notes: Wilson thanked Zoom attendees and encouraged them to participate in upcoming programs.
