Carmel High School PTO General Meeting  02/07/2025

Attendees – Katie Overbeck, Tim Phares, Melinda Stephan, Amy Blume, Jen Penick, Heidi Snyder, Nicole Recker, Patrice Dawson, Beth Russo, Jennifer Cassidy, Amy Reuter, Stephanie Ramsamooj, Lisa Pellegrino, Rosemary Igwebuike, Amanda Foley, Anna Maurer, Janice Bhavnani, Heather O’Brien, Sheel Patel
CHS Principal- Dr Tim Phares – New IN diploma requirements
· Assured audience that rigor of programming at CHS will not change
· Two documents handed out regarding changes
· Starting with next year’s 9th graders, they will need 42 credits to graduate (instead of 40)
· Three new requirements: personal finance, computer science, preparing for college / careers
· No longer required: 3rd year of world language, economics, fine arts credits
· Shifting some classes to middle school (PE, preparing for college / careers)- could come to HS with up to 4 credits already
· Still waiting to understand requirements of work-based learning
· Course review happens at CHS every year to make changes for the upcoming year
Counseling Center- Melinda Stephan
· Provided handout with details on what Counseling Center does
· 9th grade counselors currently scheduling 8th graders- have until March 1 to make changes
· Keep an eye out for enrollment for private school students
· SAT at CHS for ALL juniors: 03/04/25
· Mental wellness week: week of 03/17/25
· Discussed availability of College & Career Resource Center
· FAFSA opened; dates to get help: 02/23/25, 03/25/25
· Seniors should be on the lookout for scholarship opportunities (Naviance) & CEF scholarships
· 9th / 10th grade college & career planning night : 02/18/25
Staff Liaison- Katie Overbeck
· PTO asked Katie for help promoting student grant applications
PTO President- Amy Blume & Jen Penick
· Call for open PTO positions: encouraged people to look at social media for openings
· Open positions: VP, Secretary, Teacher / Staff Appreciation (open subchairs), Membership, Homecoming, After Prom, Distinguished Grad
· CEF Share the Love, Shape the Future campaign 
· AP Proctors needed at CHS- ~5000 tests will be given; training given for proctors
· Can either work for pay or volunteers
· After Prom donations & volunteers needed
· PTO Student Grant deadline: 02/28/25
PTO Treasurer- Vinayak Tanksale / Rosemary Igwebuike
· Current budget & balances- no discussion
PTO Backpack program- Jennifer Cassidy
· Food drives- had 6 in the fall; plenty of volunteers
· Prom closet to open soon
Hospitality – Nicole Recker, Heidi Snyder, Stephanie Ramsamooj
· Thankful Friday on 01/31/25 supported 128 staff members; next one scheduled on 03/28/25 to support 100+ staff
· Will serve food/beverages at staff tailgating event on 02/21/25
· Walk of Champions scheduled for 03/14/25

Upcoming Events
· Senior Celebration Events: 02/11/25 t-shirt giveaway
· Next general meeting: 03/07/25  SRO is special guest!
· Distinguished Grad / Hall of Fame: 04/21/25 at CHS
· After Prom: 05/03/25 11pm-1:30am at Woodland Bowl

