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[bookmark: _yst9yd1jw58v]Student Government 
[bookmark: _zfrg77khlayt]Date: January 31, 2025
[bookmark: _8jiadfwft762]Location: Virtual/in-person via WebEx
[bookmark: _lmee0gc2xus2]Time: 9:30 am  - 10:30 am
[bookmark: _r3ihupd8h68a]Call to Order | Roll Call
Officers Present:
· Cedar Fernandez
· Emerald Otradovec
· Jeremiah Moses 
· Tanya Skenandore 
· Krysanda Bissonette
· Dakota Waupoose
Officers Absent:
· Tashina Guzman 

Staff/Faculty Present:
· Lloyd Frieson
· President Caldwell
· Lorenzo Warrington
· Dr. Candy
· Tracy Wilber
[bookmark: _ahgz1k4uooem]Agenda Items:
Moment of Silence | Prayer

Treasurer's Report | $4,600 (keep AIHEC in mind)

Old business: 
· N/A

New business:
· President Caldwell updated the students about the current administration in an email directed toward the students. Wanted to clarify that they [CMN] is committed to mission, decisions are made based around the values of CMN. Pushing back on internships until February 15th. Federal Financial Aid is NOT part of pause. Rumors of ICE being on campus were false, CMN administration looked through security footage, same with the Rez in general Chairwoman Gena Kakkak confirmed. Guidance and tips about travels (keeping tribal IDs or Indian Blood certification on hand with photos or actual copies). No new purchase orders/contracts until February 15th. 
· Dr. Candy brought an idea to have Student Government Goals that way there is structure to what Student Government wants to support and keep in mind throughout the terms. Goals to be set for future Student Government as well.

Tabled discussions:
· AIHEC budget and bylaws/constitution allocation funds.

Other Business:
· Student body concerns google form/survey for various issues.
· Farmer’s Market 

Adjournment 
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Due to an issue with our CMS and its mailing system,
some students may not have received this email yesterday.
We apologize for the unintentional confusion and exclusion,
and present it again below.

Posoh (hello) College of Menominee Nation Students and
Employees,

For the Students, whether you are just starting or returning,
| welcome you to the spring 2025 semester on behalf of
the College of Menominee Nation (CMN). | was hoping to
send a different message for this week; however, with
recent developments at the federal level, | wanted to share
a few updates. In writing this, | have included the
employees (faculty and staff).

First and foremost, my message to you is that CMN
leadership remains committed to pursuing our mission _of
higher _education. Providing opportunities to “learn by doing”
was the task given to us when the Menominee people
chartered our institution through the Constitution and
Bylaws of the Menominee Nation.

The CMN President’s Cabinet continues to work on
understanding the executive orders and memos at the
federal level. We are in contact with our elected officials
(federal and state) as well as working with the American
Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC), which is the
collective voice of the 37 Tribal Colleges and Universities
(TCUs) across the country. In addition, | have updated our
College Board of Directors, the Menominee Tribal
Chairperson, and the Tribal administrative team.

As we continue to assess the impact of these orders,
please know that CMN remains committed to our guiding
values of American Indian Culture, Sustainability, Ethical
Behavior, Diversity, Community Engagement, and a Culture
of Service. These institutional principles anchor who we are
as an institution in the Menominee context and will guide
our approach as we plan our next steps. We will continue
to inform our employees and students as we continue
forward.

Practically speaking, because of the impact on the funding
mechanisms that support part of our College operations,
we need to be mindful as we move forward. To date, | have
asked our staff and grant managers to consider
expenditures carefully and sometimes pause different
activities until February 15th, 5 days after agency
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expenditures carefully and sometimes pause different
activities until February 15th, 5 days after agency
responses are expected back to the President’s
administration.

» Student Experiential Learning:

o For now, we have asked program leaders to
push back start dates for student internships
and experiential learning opportunities. The
revised start date is February 15th, but please
check with your mentor/ supervisor/ program
leader for updates before then.

e Financial Aid:

o As of today, based on statements from the
federal government, financial assistance to
i1ndividuals is not part of the temporary pause

» Student travel:

o We remain committed to supporting student
travel specific to Tribal college activities and
already purchased travel. This includes the
AIHEC Legislative Summit, February 4-7,
2025, in Washington, D.C., and the AIHEC
Student Conference, March 8-11, 2025, in
Rapids City, South Dakota. We understand
there are some concerns about upcoming
travel arrangements. Although there are no
legitimate reports of immigration activities in
our area, let alone on our campus, we provide
guidance for employees and students
attending events in other places.

o For those who may feel unsure about traveling
at this time, please check in with your mentor/
supervisor/ event coordinator to let them know.
If you would like to refrain we fully understand
and will work to accommodate.
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o For those who are traveling, we are sharing
the following guidance and tips:

= Carry a state-issued identification card.

= Carry a Tribal-issued identification card,
if applicable to the traveler.

= It is recommended to take a photo of
your Tribal ID and/or Certificate of Indian
Blood for easy access in case you
forgot your documents.

= |t is important that people cooperate and
provide appropriate documentation when
requested by authorized law
enforcement representatives.

| will attend the CMN Student Government meeting on
Friday, January 31, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. to share this
update and to hear concerns or anything else the student
government feels we need to consider.

Waéwaénen (thank you),

Christopher M. Caldwell, Ph.D.
President
College of Menominee Nation

!: https://www.nasfaa.org/nasfaa_statement_on_federal
funding_freeze
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