Awards and Local Scholarships - Class of 2025

Most of the scholarships/awards which are listed in this brochure have been given in the past.  The status of each is reviewed annually with the sponsoring agency which may discontinue it, or alter the selection criteria and/or number of recipients.  Other scholarships may be added.  A few, as noted on the application check-off sheet require additional application forms which can be downloaded from the PTHS page of our website, www.pequannock.org and should be returned with the application packet.


Recognition Scholarships

[bookmark: _Hlk144457723]Pequannock Township PBA #172
	“In Memory of Paul L. Kolb Sr.”
One scholarship awarded to a senior who has earned an above average scholastic record and who plans to pursue higher education in a college or trade school.

	“In Memory of Denis E. McCorry, Sr.”
One scholarship awarded to a senior who plans to continue his/her education and who has attained an above average scholastic record.

	“In Memory of James McCall”
One scholarship awarded to a senior who plans to continue his/her education in a trade school or college setting.

	“In Memory of Richard Weinheimer”
One scholarship awarded to a senior who plans to continue his/her education in a college or trade school.

	“In Memory of Angelo Troiano”
One scholarship awarded to a senior who plans to continue his/her education and who has attained an above average scholastic record.

	“In Memory of Belwyn (Butch) Harper”
One scholarship awarded to a senior who plans to continue his/her education and who has attained an above average scholastic record.

“In Memory of Chief Brian Spring”
One scholarship awarded to a senior who plans to continue his/her education and who has attained an above average scholastic record.

[bookmark: _Hlk172785473]Sons of the American Legion Scholarship, Post 242
This scholarship is given to a graduating senior who plans on continuing his or her education at an accredited academic or vocational institution. This individual has demonstrated above average school spirit and character, good sportsmanship, participated in community service projects, and met or exceeded PTHS graduation requirements.

Sons of the American Legion, Post #450
Scholarships awarded to male or female senior students based upon above average effort in both scholastic and athletic and community endeavors, and demonstration of good sportsmanship.

Pequannock Township Memorial Post #450 of the American Legion
“In Memory of Terry O’Toole”
One scholarship awarded on the basis of above average academic achievement, leadership and service.

[bookmark: _Hlk172785647]Courtney Rankin Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship is in loving memory of Courtney Rankin, who after graduating from P.T.H.S. attended Rhode Island School of Design where she majored in illustration.  It is her family’s wish that through this scholarship Courtney’s lively spirit and her great love for art will live on forever.  One scholarship will be awarded to a senior who is planning to attend Rhode Island School of Design and/or is planning to continue his/her education in the field of art.

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
[bookmark: _Hlk172785675]Andrew D. Kronyak Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship was created to honor the memory of Andrew, a PTHS graduate Class of ’07.  His caring spirit and acts of kindness will continue to live on through the recipients of this award.

[bookmark: _Hlk172785708]Carol Cardoza Scholarship Fund
This scholarship fund is given out in memory of the nineteen years’ service of former SJG school nurse, Carol Cardoza.  Carol was passionate about caring for others, performing community service, portraying the six pillars of character and honoring the nursing profession.  This scholarship will be awarded to a student who exhibits these same qualities.

[bookmark: _Hlk172785748]Pequannock Township Fire Department Scholarship
One scholarship will be awarded to a graduating senior who plans to continue on in an Emergency Services field after graduation, has been active in the community, participated in extracurricular activities, and who has average academic achievement and financial need.
[bookmark: _30j0zll]
[bookmark: _Hlk144456941]Hubert A. Weinheimer Scholarship
This scholarship is awarded in memory of Hubert A. Weinheimer, former Board of Education member and long-time resident of Pequannock Township.  It is granted to a graduating senior who shows a sincere desire to further his/her education in the vocational field.  The scholarship recipient may be awarded an additional sum in the same amount in the second subsequent year in the event the vocational training is required for more than one year, provided the recipient meets all qualifying criteria.

[bookmark: _Hlk144457033]John L. Dublin Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship is in memory of John L. Dublin who was an English Teacher, Guidance Counselor and Basketball Coach at Pequannock Township High School and Principal at Pequannock Middle School and SJG School.  This scholarship will be awarded to a senior who plans to pursue a vocational career and who will continue his/her education in that field.

[bookmark: _Hlk144456992]James and Maryann Bulger Memorial Scholarship
James and Maryann Bulger were longtime residents of Pequannock Township and graduated six children and two grandchildren from PTHS.  They enthusiastically supported their kids and grandkids at sporting events, shows and concerts and always believed in fair play, good sportsmanship and kindness.  This scholarship will be awarded to a male or female graduating senior who personifies the integrity and character worthy of this award. 

[bookmark: _Hlk144457072]Kristy Valent Pordon Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship is in loving memory of Kristy Ann Valent Pordon, a 1997 PTHS graduate, who lost her battle with cancer in 2011.  Kristy was a genuinely kind and compassionate daughter, sister, aunt, friend and wife, who lived her life with positivity, compassion and gratefulness.  Academic achievement, financial need and kindness and compassion for others will be considered when awarding this scholarship.

[bookmark: _Hlk144457280]Provident Bank Scholarship
This scholarship is awarded to a student to help further the student’s education by attending the college of his/her choice.  Academic success and financial need will be considered when awarding this scholarship.  The recipient of this scholarship cannot have a family member employed by Provident Bank.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk144457342][bookmark: _Hlk172785880]

Michael W. Coppola Memorial Scholarship
These scholarships are in loving memory of Michael W. Coppola, who was a current P.T.H.S. student, with the class of 2012 and had lost his battle with leukemia during his junior year.  He was an honors student and enjoyed playing football and lacrosse for P.T.H.S.  His character was genuine and he touched the hearts of many.  Like Michael, the recipients have exemplified true character.  These awards are intended to recognize students who portray thoughtfulness, caring and acts of kindness.

[bookmark: _Hlk144461633]Jennifer Casey Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship is in loving memory of Jennifer (Grimbilas) Casey who was a graduate of PTHS Class of '88. She went on to earn an Associate's degree in Applied Science, Fashion Illustration from the Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) and a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the School of Visual Arts (SVA). Jen enjoyed a fulfilling career as a textile designer before starting her own Vintage Clothing and Design Company, Kitty Design in 2007. In 2017 Jen lost her battle with pancreatic cancer and it is her family's wish that through this scholarship Jen's love of art and design will live on in others. These scholarships are awarded to seniors who are planning to attend either the Fashion Institute of Technology, School of Visual Arts and/or are planning to continue their education in the field of art and/or design.

[bookmark: _Hlk144461720]Ruth E. Spellman Scholarship
Ruth Spellman was a woman who, while raising a family of five children, gave of herself tirelessly and passionately to the Township of Pequannock. Ruth started out volunteering as a Pink Lady at the original Chilton Hospital and later became a long serving Trustee on multiple Chilton Hospital boards, until stepping down at age 88.  She was also an active parishioner at the First Reformed Church of Pompton Plains, teaching Sunday school and working in various other capacities as needed.  Ruth served on the Board of Education for three terms and in 1978 she was elected as the first female BOE President.  As a twenty-year councilwoman, and six-time mayor, she spent countless hours trying to do what was in the best interest of our community.  The culmination of these efforts led to her 2008 induction into the New Jersey League of Municipalities Hall of Fame. An avid and voracious reader, Ruth was a long serving library board Trustee and was instrumental in the construction of the new library which is adjacent to PV School.  
This is just a snapshot of Ruth’s many community focused accomplishments.  This scholarship is to be awarded to a graduating female who will be attending a four-year college and who best exemplifies selfless service to her community as Ruth Spellman did for almost 60 years.

Nan C. Buchanan Scholarship Fund
A bequest of $45,000 was paid and delivered to the Pequannock Township Board of Education for the purpose of establishing a permanent and perpetual scholarship fund to be known as the Nan C. Buchanan Permanent and Perpetual Scholarship Fund.  

The amount of the scholarship is dependent upon the interest that has been generated as a result of the investment made by the Board of Education.  The criteria for the selection of the recipient shall be academic achievement, extra-curricular activities, leadership, integrity and citizenship.  The award shall be solely for and toward the expenses directly related to the undergraduate college education of the recipient.

[bookmark: _Hlk144457886]Pequannock Township Education Association Scholarship
Scholarships are awarded to seniors who have earned above average academic standing.  Preference is given to children of educators or those planning a career in education.  

[bookmark: _Hlk172786078][bookmark: _Hlk144458328]The Doc De Lucca Memorial Scholarship
The Doc De Lucca Memorial Scholarship is awarded to students of ShamRock School of Music who have attended the school for a minimum of 10 years and have demonstrated their passion for learning about and performing music.   Doc De Lucca passed away in 2022 and was a loved member of the ShamRock family from the day they opened in 2008.  He was not only a talented guitar tech and piano tuner, he was an outstanding and respected country musician in his own right. He wrote his own music, recorded in Nashville and released his own albums.   He was always impressed with ShamRock’s students and their ability to perform like seasoned musicians.  

[bookmark: _Hlk172786119]
The James J. Sarto, Jr. Memorial Scholarship
The James J. Sarto, Jr. Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a Pequannock Township High School Senior entering college in the field of education. James Sarto, Jr. was a long-time resident of Pequannock Township, and was involved in many organizations, clubs and activities often as an executive board member or president. He was a teacher, administrator, and lifelong learner throughout New Jersey. James Sarto Jr. made a difference in the lives of thousands of students, staff, and community members and his memory will live on forever.

Pequannock Society for the Arts
One scholarship is awarded to a student who will be continuing his/her education in the field of the arts, (music, art, dance, or creating writing) at the college of their choice.

Athletic Scholarships

[bookmark: _Hlk172786143]Brian Kirn Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship serves as a tribute to Brian Kirn, a PTHS graduate Class of ’07.  It will be awarded to a student athlete who best displays leadership qualities and a positive attitude in the classroom and throughout one’s athletic career.

[bookmark: _Hlk144461205]Gregory Mendell Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship is given out in the memory of Gregory Mendell, a 2007 graduate of Pequannock Township High School.  This scholarship will be awarded to a member of the PTHS golf team who exhibits Greg’s youthful energy, sense of humor and charisma. 

[bookmark: _Hlk172786187]Pequannock Township High School Alumni Golf Scholarship
This scholarship is awarded to a graduating senior from the P.T.H.S. Golf Team who has an above average academic record and who has demonstrated leadership on and off the course.

[bookmark: _Hlk144461254]Pequannock Township Little League Scholarship
The Pequannock Township Little League Scholarships are awarded to a senior boy, in Memory of Walter Drury, and a senior girl, in honor of Doug and Dwight Troast who dedicated over 30 years of service to the boys and girls of this town.  This award is presented to players who participated in the Pequannock Township Little League program for a minimum of four years and who have maintained and displayed the ideals of good sportsmanship and honor that Little League stands for.

Pequannock Township Little League Scholarship in Memory of Sue Myron
This scholarship is given to two graduating seniors who have participated as a player in the Pequannock Township Little League Program for a minimum of four years.  This scholarship is awarded in the memory of Sue Myron, who was an avid supporter of the Little League Program.

[bookmark: _Hlk144457681]Nicholas Merlino Memorial Scholarship
Nicholas Merlino worked as a teacher, coach, advisor and substitute in the Pequannock Township school system for over forty years.  He supported young learners in many ways and delivered every lesson with passion for the content and pedagogy and compassion for each of his students.  He was active outside of the classroom and was regularly involved as a fan, coach or official in three sports.  This scholarship is awarded to a senior student athlete who participated in either wrestling, track or softball at PTHS, showed discipline, a positive attitude and school spirit while participating in academics and athletics, and exhibits a love for the Pompton Plains/Pequannock community and a love of life.

[bookmark: _Hlk144461669]Hits for Hope Scholarship
These scholarships are awarded in conjunction with the Jennifer Casey Memorial Scholarship and were made possible through the efforts of the Pequannock Patriots Travel Baseball Club, Pequannock Little League and the Pancreatic Action Network.
Two $750 scholarships, and two $500 scholarships will be awarded to four seniors who are planning to attend any post high school education program who played for the Pequannock Patriots Baseball, Pequannock Crunch Softball, or other Club baseball or softball programs.
[bookmark: _Hlk172786342]
The Pequannock Soccer Club Scholarship
The Pequannock Soccer Club Scholarship is awarded to 2 students (1 male; 1 female) each year.  Students will have played in the Pequannock Soccer Club; and displayed the sportsmanship, teamwork, and dedication that are reflective of the Club’s ideals and mission.

[bookmark: _Hlk144461881]Patrick Daly Memorial Scholarship
Patrick Daly, a 2016 graduate of Pequannock Township High school, was a very successful wrestler for the Golden Panthers.  Patrick competed in the 2016 New Jersey State Championship Tournament, where he wrestled hard in each match to finish on the podium in fourth place, in the 195 lb. weigh class.  As Patrick’s father has said, Patrick was a good wrestler that became great with hard work, will, and perseverance on the mat.  Patrick had a charismatic and warm smile for anyone he saw or greeted.  In honor of Patrick, the Patrick Daly Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to a 2025 graduating wrestler.


Service to School and Community Scholarships


[bookmark: _Hlk172786388]Pequannock Township First Aid Squad Scholarship
This scholarship will be awarded to a graduating senior who is a current member of the Pequannock Township First Aid Squad. This individual has demonstrated a high level of commitment to the First Aid Squad by being an active member and participating beyond the minimum requirements of the First Aid Squad.

[bookmark: _Hlk144453449]Hillview Home and School Association Scholarship
Scholarships will be awarded to students who attended Hillview School for more than three years and who have shown strong leadership in school.

[bookmark: _Hlk144453489]North Boulevard Home and School Association Scholarship
Scholarships will be awarded to two former North Boulevard students (at least 3 years) based upon academic achievement, extra-curricular activities, leadership and overall service.

[bookmark: _Hlk144456575]Stephen J. Gerace Home and School Association Scholarship
Scholarships awarded to two former Stephen J. Gerace students that attended SJG for more than 3 years.  Scholarship recipients demonstrate strength in leadership, service, and academics that began in their years at Stephen J. Gerace Elementary School.   

[bookmark: _Hlk144456499]Pequannock Valley Home and School Association Scholarship
Pequannock Valley Middle School Home and School Association is awarding a scholarship to one male and one female senior.  The recipients must have attended Pequannock Valley Middle School all three years, they must have been members of the Home and School Association, and have displayed leadership qualities in a community service organization during their high school tenure.

[bookmark: _Hlk144453506]P.T.H.S. PAWS Home and School Association Scholarship
Scholarships are awarded to those students who best exemplify the ideals established by this Association: volunteerism, overall contributions to the high school's programs and activities, leadership, and average or above average academic achievement.  Families must be members of the PAWS HSA all the years the student attended PTHS.

National Honor Society Scholarship
These scholarships are awarded to senior graduating members who best exemplify scholarship, leadership, service and character, the qualities upon which members are chosen for the National Honor Society.

[bookmark: _Hlk144458161]Pequannock Valley Rotary Scholarship Fund
Scholarships are awarded by the Pequannock Valley Rotary Scholarship Fund to graduating high school seniors intending to continue their education in either academics, medicine, education, nursing, vocational or business schools. These awards are based on individuals who have shown their commitment to succeed, academic achievement, leadership, extra-curricular participation, school activities, and community service.

[bookmark: _Hlk172786746][bookmark: _Hlk144461112]Suburban Woman’s Club of Pompton Plains
Scholarships are awarded to deserving seniors who plan to continue their education. Scholarships are awarded on the basis of financial need, above average academic achievement, leadership, and service to the community.

Suburban Woman’s Club of Pompton Plains Arts Scholarship
One scholarship sponsored by the Suburban Woman’s Club of Pompton Plains awarded to a senior who plans to continue his/her education in the arts.

Suburban Woman’s Club of Pompton Plains Memorial Scholarship
One scholarship is given in memory of deceased Club members who have exemplified the word “volunteer” through their devotion to their Club and community.  The scholarship will be given to a senior on the basis of financial need and planning to pursue a career in the medical field and who has shown academic achievement, leadership and service to the school and community.

[bookmark: _Hlk146789017]Pequannock Chamber of Commerce Memorial Scholarship
The Pequannock Chamber of Commerce was formed in 1993 by a group of local businessmen and women who saw a need to bring the business community together.  The Chamber partners with many township committees to develop ways to enhance and promote our town and businesses for a positive and prosperous future. Two scholarships are being awarded to members of the Pequannock Township High School Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) that are graduating seniors going on to study business and/or were actively involved as a PTHS student with the Chamber of Commerce.

[bookmark: _Hlk144461154]Pequannock UNICO Memorial Scholarship
The Pequannock UNICO scholarship award in memory of Joseph L. Carabello Sr. is given to a Pequannock Township senior who best exemplifies the UNICO motto, "Service above Self" with activities in school and the community. 

[bookmark: _Hlk144461834][bookmark: _Hlk172786895]The PROPEL Pequannock Kindness Scholarship    
The PROPEL Pequannock Kindness Scholarship is awarded to a student who exhibited kindness throughout their high school career and contributes to making our town a more welcoming place for all.  




