WMES PTO Meeting Minutes – January 6, 2025
WMES Media Center 7:00 pm
1. Call to Order
1. Welcome/Introductions
1. Approve December Minutes – Nicole motion to approve/2nd Stephanie
1. Treasurer Report – Kayla – Balance $33,734.13: Last month some misc. items were purchased for Royal incentives and Royal RoundUp.  Items purchased for Royal RoundUp included 4’ tall letters spelling ROYALS and little graduation gowns in lieu of a photo booth.  Upcoming are many things planned for monies including: Art Residency, Ninja Course, Staff Appreciation.  Would like to begin next school year with $3000-5000 in the bank
1. Public Relations Report – Nicole – Update: sign up link for Royal RoundUp to be added online.  Next DQ Art Night is next Wednesday (1/15) Otterson/Ress, already have volunteer help, donations are ONLY from orders between 5pm-8pm and are 10% or all sales during this time, checks are intermittent throughout the year totaling approximately $3000: Family Fiesta Night at LaCatrina is tomorrow? Donations are from sales all day and night on the day of and usually total $200-300
1. Old Business
5. GLOW Event – overall went well and great for all families in the building, many teacher volunteers, the teachers ran the event and PTO provided some funds, Student Council was able to help out.  One takeaway for next year was the crowded and loud gym activities.  Bonus – the Royals Room is now stocked full of snacks after collecting at this event.  In the future, perhaps send a note on the PTO email and also mention if unable to drop off snacks, they can be ordered through Amazon and delivered to the school
5. Holiday Luncheon – was before break: Big Thank You to all who helped
5. Mittens of Hope – 21 families served this year - many local places collected and there is a surplus of donations.  Making a plan for starting a Birthday gift room: maybe partnering with the local food shelf: unsure how to advertise: work with Ms. Vasquez? 
5. Art Residency – still in progress of scheduling: 2 contacts for this have left the organization but the artist is still available.  Week before Spring break.  Mural on canvas.  Going forward, plan to have a residency in each discipline of the Specials rotating each year
1. New Business
6. Kindergarten RoundUp – January 16: volunteers needed for blowing up balloons, teachers have volunteered to assemble the arch: volunteers needed at event to help guide new families: signup to be resent
6. I Love to Read Month – February all month: family event will February 27, 4-6pm.  Last year PTO purchased a book for each student to take home, will do again, teachers pick it out.  This year’s theme is Unlock the Kingdom of Stories Read Like Royalty, Princesses, Knights, Dragons: Drake the Dragon will be hid around the school.  Teachers already signed up for the family night, PTO to help provide funds.  Still planning details of events.
6. Ninja Course/Track and Field Day – Plan for Ninja Course this year in lieu of Track and Field day due to only 1 PE teacher.  Traveling Ninja Course scheduled for May 28: if it rains, date is adjustable, Meaghan to contact for setting up rain date.  Course can hold up to 100 kids at a time and is adjustable for each grade level, which will have about 1 hour each in addition to the presentation which includes topics such as friendship and leadership and more.  Will need few volunteers.  Grant to Mayer Baseball was submitted today by Meaghan for $4000.  Was not in the current budget for PTO.  Cost is about $4200.  Contract is signed.  Will send electronic waivers, 1 per family.  Is it possible to have waivers at conferences?  Can a summary or link to the website be sent out to parents prior to signing waivers?
6. Strides Update – Committee sign-ups were sent out in SignUp Genius.  Silent Auction committee is the biggest: includes reaching out for donations, printing, mailing, handing out, emailing letters- for items or sponsorships: Nikki and Kayla have begun.  Last year used 32Auctions, plan to use again, great to have online and in person bidding.  Mailers need to go out soon: letter is written, in need of a few tweaks.  Still looking for food vendors: already booked are Elephant Joes and Italian Ice.  Reach out to Squeeky Cow, Gouda Q, North Star Doughnuts??
6. Future Leadership Opportunities – Meaghan to send out “job” descriptions: keep thinking about and asking questions if you are interested   
1. Adjourn – Meg/2nd Kayla
**Next Meeting February 3, 2025**

