

Iowa High School Course Descriptions

English Courses
[bookmark: _Hlk8119013]English I: study of the basic literary genres: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama. Students read short stories, non-fiction works, novels, poetry, and a Shakespearean play.
English II: concentrates on the basic genres in literature: the short story, the novel, poetry, non-fiction, and drama.  (Prerequisite-English I)
English III: survey course in American Literature (Prerequisite-English I, II)
Business English: Students will study common business correspondence, including the correct form and use of business applications, information management, information technology, and telecommunications. Reading and writing of business documents, such as routine letters and emails, specialized letters, memoranda, brochures, articles, workplace and management books, and reports.

[bookmark: _Hlk8118963]English IV:   Instruction in the following areas: essay writing, chronological review of British literature, speaking, listening, and evaluating of written material.  (Prerequisite – English I, II, III)
Math Courses
Math Essentials:  Basic math and algebra content including variables, operations on real numbers, expressions, equations, inequalities.  Emphasis placed on basic arithmetic skills using fractions, decimals, precents, and integer operations.
Algebra I:  Fundamental algebraic ideas including data, patterns, relations, functions, variables, operations and properties of real numbers, expressions, and equations, first degree linear equations and inequalities.
Geometry:  Focuses on visual patterns, methods of proof, properties of plane and solid figures, transformations, coordinates, and vectors. (Prerequisite- Algebra I)
Algebra II:   All topics presented in Algebra I in greater depth including the language of algebra, operations with real numbers, linear equations and inequalities, polynomials, algebraic fractions, radicals, and quadratic equations.  Additional topics include conics, logarithms, polynomial, and rational functions. (Prerequisite – Algebra I & Geometry) 
Algebra III:  Topics from Algebra II in greater depth.  (Prerequisite – Algebra II)
Financial Literacy:  The development and application of math skills needed for personal financial matters such as banking, investing, purchases, insurance, etc.  
Business Math:  Application of math skills used in business and industry.  
Science Courses:
Environmental Science: The study of the environment, its ecology, and the effects of human actions on it. Topics that are covered include: ecology, pollution, and conservation and preservation of natural resources.
Biology I: Explore the characteristics and life cycles of organisms and explain their relationships with each other and their environment. The major topics include: 1) the cell, 2) genetics, 3) microbiology, 4) zoology, 5) human biology, and 6) ecology.
[bookmark: _Hlk8132796]Physical Science: focuses on the study of Matter and Its Interactions, Motion and Stability: Forces and Interactions, Energy and Waves and Their Applications, preparing a student for Chemistry.
Chemistry:  Laboratory experiences, demonstrations, and problem solving are stressed. Scientific notation and measurement, significant digits, graphing skills, nomenclature, bonding, balancing equations, stoichiometry, states of matter, electron configuration, periodic trends, gas laws, solutions, acid-base theory, equilibrium, and oxidation-reduction processes are included.
Biology II: A combination of human anatomy, organic compounds, cellular functions, genetics, evolution, human anatomy, and physiology. (Prerequisite – Biology I, Physical Science, Chemistry)

Social Studies Courses
World Geography: Study of the geographical influences on the growth and behavior of nations, development of the concept of the interdependence among nations and the global concept of geography
AP Human Geography: investigating population trends, exploring diverse cultural landscapes, and identifying spatial patterns across various scales. From bustling cities to rural areas, you’ll embark on a journey of discovery as you examine the diverse interactions that people have with the environment
U. S. History: U.S. History provides a survey of political, economic, social, and cultural development of the United States from Reconstruction to the present. Current events are included with the historical content.
Civics (US Government):   Learn about the duties, rights, and responsibilities of U. S. citizens.  Examine the Constitution and Bill of Rights and learn how our local, state, and federal governments are organized. General survey of the American free enterprise system including basic economic theory and practice, resources, market, supply and demand, profit, etc.
World History:  This is a survey course that examines world history from the Renaissance to the present.
AP Psychology: In AP Psychology, you’ll learn the foundational concepts that detail how and why people think and behave the way they do.
Career & Tech Courses
[bookmark: _Hlk8131354]Ag Science I: Introductory course that allows a student to explore many basic areas of agriculture. Leadership, basic plant and animal science, horticulture, food science and entomology are all covered. 
Ag Science II: This course includes units in animal science, soil science, plant science, agricultural mechanics, and agricultural leadership.
Ag Science III: This course is an advanced study in Agriscience based upon the local agricultural workforce and economic needs of the community

Ag Leadership: This course will prepare individuals for agricultural careers, build awareness, and develop leadership for the food, fiber, and natural resources systems. 
Ag Elective: Introduces students to electrical wiring principles, small engine basics and welding and provides practice in these skills following guidelines for the high school SENSE program.
Food Science I Provides students an introduction to human development and care, management and consumer decisions, nutrition and foods, clothing and textiles, and career exploration.
Hospitality Marketing (1/2 credit):  Students will receive an introduction to marketing theories, principles, and concepts, and an understanding of the role of marketing within a hospitality organization. 
Sports Entertainment & Event Management (1/2 credit):  Provides students with the foundation for seamless event planning—including concept development, event location and facilities management, event marketing, risk and crisis planning, logistics and post-event analysis; students will work to attain their Business of Retail certification in this course.
[bookmark: _Hlk8132839]Nutrition and Foods (1/2 credit):  Provides students with basic nutrition and wellness knowledge and basic food preparation skills. Emphasis is placed on food preparation, kitchen and meal management, and the relationship of diet to health.
[bookmark: _Hlk8132572]Advanced Foods and Nutrition (1/2 credit):  More complex concepts in nutrition and food preparation. A continued emphasis is placed on food preparation, kitchen and meal management and the relationship of diet to health.
Baking Arts: Provides students with kitchen safety and sanitation, basics of baking, quick breads and dough, pies and tarts, cookies and cakes, pastries, creams, custards, and chocolates.
Intro to Business Computer Applications: An in-depth study of application programs that provide students with tools to assist in cross-curricular problem-solving projects.  Students will work to achieve MOS Word and PowerPoint certifications.
Business Computer Applications: This course is designed to acquaint students with the advanced principles associated with information processing. Students study advanced computer concepts, software applications, and computer systems; students will work to receive MOS Excel and IT Fundamentals certifications.
Principles of Business: This course will introduce you to the world of business and help prepare you for the economic roles of consumer, worker, and citizen.
Media Arts: A course that combines text, graphics, sound, animation, and video delivered by computer to other electronic means.  Adobe Credential possible.
Quest: Students explore a combination of careers they may be considering. Emphasis will be placed on developing interpersonal skills, work ethics, relevant skills of the workplace, and an understanding of the selected career field of study.
Virtual Work Experience I & II: Virtual mentor interactions along with career development activities and workplace simulations. VWEs help students master key workplace behaviors and communication skills.

Physical Education Courses
Health Ed:  Focuses on CPR, substance abuse, nutrition, & communicable diseases. 
Physical Education I-IV:  Course is designed to expose every student to activities useful as lifetime recreational pursuits or as a continuing fitness aid.
Foreign Language Courses
Computer Coding I & II using computer programming to create applications or tools specifically designed to help people learn or practice a foreign language, often by incorporating features like text translation, pronunciation guides, interactive exercises, or language learning games, allowing users to engage with the language in a digital environment
Fine Arts Courses
Fine Arts Survey:  An academic introduction to visual arts & music; the development, history, philosophy, elements and principles of art and music. 
Band: The study and performance of music in concert and marching settings
Flags: Teach students how to spin and manipulate flags, as well as how to incorporate them into dance choreography. Courses may cover a range of topics, including flag anatomy, tosses, and starting positions. 
Engineering Design & Development: The primary intent of the course is to provide the student with the skills necessary to understand and interpret 3D models and engineering drawings.
Other Electives
Publications: (Yearbook)-Application with sponsor required
Speech I: Designed to introduce the students to verbal and nonverbal communication. The course includes a study of the voice and body as tools of communication, an introduction to public speaking, oral interpretation, theater, and group discussion.
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