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	Topics
	Statements

	Definitions
	Text in bold italics addresses legal requirements.
     Standards are what students need to know and be able to do to meet an expected level of performance. Standards are the target.
     Curriculum identifies the specific content, skills, and learning experiences students need to master the standards. The curriculum is the map for how to get to the standards/target. 
     Instructional Materials include the supplies, equipment, software, and texts to help students learn the curriculum and master the standards. Instructional materials are what teachers and students use to enable students to reach the target.
     Student Support Services are additional services provided to students that include, but are not limited to, counseling, FRYSC services and community support referrals. Student support services are given to students who need more support to reach the target. 

	Kentucky Academic Standards - Curriculum Areas
	The curriculum is a roadmap for student mastery of the Kentucky Academic Standards. The standards define what students are expected to know and be able to do at each level in each subject area:
· Reading and Writing
· Math
· Science
· Social Studies
As well as:
· Health and Physical Education
· Visual and Performing Arts
· Computer Science/Technology
· Career Studies
· Library Media
Those standards are adopted by the Kentucky Board of Education based on national and international models. The standards are reviewed and revised through a years-long process that invites participation from every part of the school community.


	Curriculum Selection Process
	Beginning with the 2022-23 school year, the SBDM law gives the superintendent the authority to determine the following for each school: 
· Curriculum
· Instructional materials (which includes textbooks)
· Student support services
 
Before making those selections, the superintendent will:
· Consult with the local board of education 
· Offer a reasonable review and response period for stakeholders in accordance with local board policy
· Consult with the principal and the school council

When consulting with the superintendent, the council will:
· Ensure students, families, school staff, district leaders, and community members have opportunities to provide feedback on CURRICULUM strengths and areas of need.
· Request INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS that are: 
· Matched to the unique strengths and needs of the school. 
· Backed by research and evidence of success in a similar school setting.
The curriculum document(s) and the LaGrange Elementary Curriculum Overview, can be found on the school website or reviewed in the school office.

	Implementation of the Curriculum
	The SBDM Council will: 
Use applicable areas of decision-making to ensure each student has: 
· a learning environment where educators and staff are supported and empowered to be successful with students. 
· an equitable opportunity to master the state standards:
· grade-appropriate assignments aligned to the standards.
· additional time and support to master the state standards.
All teachers will:
· Disseminate the curriculum expectations to families and to students in age-appropriate ways.
· Ensure students have an equitable opportunity to master the state standards with assignments congruent to the grade-level. 
· Contribute to discussions of needed changes in the curriculum and instructional materials.
The principal (or designee) will:
· Ensure that the standards and curriculum for the school are available for student, family, and community review.
· Meet with all teachers to review this policy and the sections of the curriculum that apply to each teacher’s assignment.
· Report to the council annually on progress towards curriculum implementation, including ensuring 100% of students are doing assignments congruent to the grade-level standards (meaning the student work is at the same level of difficulty as the standard).
· Coordinate resources and support that include, but not limited to, curriculum coaches, district instructional leaders, educators in other district schools, other educators with expertise, sources for evaluating the evidence of effectiveness, etc.  

	 Implementation of the Writing Curriculum
	Multiple opportunities are provided for students to develop complex writing and communication skills for a variety of purposes by:
1. Utilizing the writing curriculum from EL Education, aligned to the KAS, as well as appropriate and relevant to the 21st Century Learning, teachers will:
a) Explicitly teaching skills identified in the Kentucky Academic Standards. Students will have multiple opportunities to demonstrate higher-order thinking and understanding across all content areas through oral and written responses, as well as monitoring learning through written reflection. 
b) [bookmark: _vexod52rodvb]Intentionally plan during Professional Learning Communities for the integration of various modes of writing within daily ELA instruction.
c) [bookmark: _39c49apmnyvd]Participate in on-going analysis of student writing to inform classroom and whole school instructional strengths and areas of need.
d) [bookmark: _et69hr3i7yz6]A variety of technological tools used in the writing process.
[bookmark: _kqbb6i15gk47]
2. The school’s writing and communication plan has been developed and implemented as a component of the school’s literacy program. Experiences may include, but are not limited to: 
[bookmark: _f6dwyggutvjn]a).intentional planning of opportunities for writing to demonstrate learning, as well as analysis of  writing opportunities during grade level PLCs.
b). authentic, meaningful writing opportunities
[bookmark: _pd5zzxpl0lbp]i. utilizing EL Education that teach the criteria for each genre/mode of writing as outlined in the KAS
ii. that include writing for various audiences based on the particular mode of writing
  iii. that create personal expression of identity and experience  within EL Education modules through student choice
  iv. differentiated learning activities using student experiences  to enhance and further develop communication skills
 c).  Using EL Education modules to provide writing experiences in which students demonstrate an understanding of the writing process within all modes of writing from drafting through publication.
d). opportunities for immediate feedback related to the mode and content of mini-lesson, as well as set goals for writing next steps.
e). including on-demand timed writing experiences three times per year that are analyzed for next steps, as well as used to compare growth over time; and writing over time through daily writing experiences of the core curriculum or content area writing.
f). intentionally planned learning opportunities within and across grade levels designed to help students demonstrate learned writing skills that enhance oral communication over diverse cultures.
The La Grange SBDM Council shall be responsible for monitoring the school’s writing policy in accordance with KRS 158.6453, the Kentucky Academic Standards and the Oldham County Schools Communication Plan.
The La Grange council monitors the Oldham County Communication Plan which establishes procedures to:
·  Analyze and evaluate strengths and needs of the communication plan;
· Support the professional development needs for the plan based on analysis and evaluation and make recommendations to the school’s administration
·  Develop recommendations regarding writing instruction as part of the annual writing program review.

	Policy Evaluation
	The council will evaluate the effectiveness of this policy through an annual review.
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