
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
      School Dress Code Policy
East Ouachita Middle School expects our students to take pride in their appearance.  A student’s outward appearance is reflected in his/her attitude toward school and self.  All students are expected to groom and dress themselves appropriately and adhere to the following rules: 
Acceptable Items:
		General 
· Belts and suspenders that are fastened as designed

		Bottoms
· Bottoms worn at waist level
· Shorts and skirts not more than four (4) inches above the middle of the kneecap 
· Spandex based pants that fit like leggings may only be worn under appropriate length dresses or skirts that are not more than four (4) inches above the middle of the kneecap and covers BOTH front and back female areas

		Tops
· Tops that cover midriff, back, cleavage, and shoulders

		Shoes
· Appropriate shoes include, but are not limited to the following:  tennis shoes, sandals with backs, casual bucks, and oxfords
· Shoes must be worn at all times

Unacceptable Items:  (Consequences for failure to comply will be strictly enforced.)
		General
· Any clothing considered revealing or inappropriate by the school staff
· Bandannas
· Clothing advertising alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs, etc.
· Clothing with suggestive words or pictures
· Combs, picks, sharp pointed items (ex. metal combs)
· Earrings (boys only), nose rings, or any body piercing of any kind
· Full-length jackets/coats such as those commonly referred to as ”trench” coats
· Hats, caps, or other headwear 
· Heavy chains, wallet chains, spike necklaces, or other inappropriate types of jewelry
· Pajamas
· Shoes with wheels
· Sunglasses 

		Bottoms
· Depression jeans OF ANY KIND (jeans with holes and/or tears)
· Sagging bottoms (bottoms that sit below the waist)
· Shorts or skirts more than four (4) inches above the middle of the kneecap
· Spandex based pants that fit like leggings without appropriate dress or skirt worn over
· Transparent shorts, pants, or skirts


		
Tops
· Tube tops, tank tops, and similar items of clothing
· Shirts, blouses, or tops that expose the midriff, back, or cleavage
· Sleeveless shirts with large, oversize arm openings
· Off the shoulder tops
· See-through tops that show midriff, back, or cleavage
· Hoods on heads

		Shoes
· Backless shoes (flip flops, birkenstocks with no backs, etc.)
· House shoes, house slippers, or furry slippers
· Heels (Heels no higher than 2 inches in height)

Hair Styles:  Hair styles are required to be clean and neat.  Hair styles that cause a disturbance or attract undue attention to a student will not be allowed, which includes colors, other than a color one could be born with.

Note:  The administrative staff has the discretion to determine the appropriateness of any clothing.

The administration reserves the right to alter and announce changes in the dress code guidelines to address situations that interfere with an appropriate educational environment.
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In the interest of protecting the health, safety, and educational opportunity of ALL students, the following items are prohibited from East Ouachita Middle School without prior written permission from building administration:
· Spinners
· Radios, cell phones, television sets, CD players, record players, tape players, cameras, and any other items of distraction
· Gambling devices: dice, playing cards, etc.
·  Drugs, alcoholic beverages, narcotics, cigarettes, inhalants, cigarette lighters, matches, tobacco products and look-a-likes.
· Explosive devices, including firecrackers, fireballs, cherry bombs, stink bombs, etc. (See School Safety and Discipline policy.)
· Weapons, look-a-like weapons, gun, knives, screwdrivers and/or other dangerous items.
· Gang identification paraphernalia, such as beepers, rags/bandannas, plastic hands, etc.
· Animals, pets, etc.
· Medications or pills of any kind are prohibited without written permission of parents/guardians for students in grades K-6. (See Dispensing of Medications policy).
· Beverage containers, spray cans, perfume, etc.
· Any items that disturb the educational process
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