 Dreher's Bragging Rights for 2020-2021
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Achievement in Academics

· Alexander Anderson-McLeod, Bryson Stakely, and Leon Wang are named National Merit Finalists.

· Elizabeth Rambo is a National Commended Scholar.

· Alyssa Palmer and Jazhara Solan were named National African American Recognition Program Scholars.  

· Jazhara Solan and Leon Wang were admitted to Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).

· Jazhara Solan received the Aspirations in Computing Award from the National Center for Women and Information Technology (NCWIT-SC).  

· Leon Wang placed first in the Chemistry Division of the South Carolina Region II Science and Engineering Fair.

· James Welch received a Teaching Fellows award at USC Columbia, a competitive scholarship that can include $24000 to help him with his major in education.

· Talia Maldonado received $65,714 in scholarships at Furman University. 







Achievement in the Arts

· The following students were named to the 2020-21 SCMEA All-State Guitar Ensemble: Sean Adams, Ethan Adams, Ricky Garcia, Grayson Moss, Mason Sonefeld, Hannah White, Rion William and Ellie Spicer. 

· These students received Superior with Distinction and Superior ratings at the District Virtual Theatre Festival: DUET SCENE Aza Nyberg and Tori Rasmussen - Superior with Distinction; MONOLOGUE Anna Swearingen - Superior with Distinction,  Emma Keller and Aza Nyberg – Superior; SOLO MUSICAL Melody Driggers and Eliana Pinckney- Superior with Distinction, Adelle Fuller and Emmi Lee – Superior.

· The following Dreher students were named to the 2020-21 SCMEA All-State Choir:  Hannah Ammons, Alexandria Brown, Deronne Davis, Arrington Jones, Ella Parker-Harley, Morgan Schmidt, and Lucy Semmelmeyer.

· Dreher Orchestra members received highest accolades at the 2020 SC Music Educators Association Orchestra Division Solo and Ensemble Virtual Festival.  Rated “Superior Plus” were Catherine Akhvlediani (perfect score), Ryan Borkowski (perfect score), Daniela Manzano Hernandez, Samuel Schatz, Ada Shavo, Eleanor Wachtel, and ensemble of Catie Willm, Eleanor Wachtel, Blake Craig, and Catherine Akhvlediani.  Rated “Superior” were Amelie Galimba, Julia Gonzales del Valle, Daniela Manzano Hernandez (in her second solo), Daniel Rose, Diego Thrasher, Adam Adler, Tyra Helper, Makayla Chisholm, Blake Craig, Jumori Dingle, Emily Boyd, Joshua Smith, Warren Grandmason, Bethany Scriven, Jane Semmelmeyer, and ensembles of Adam Adler and Ryan Borkowski, Ada Shavo and Eleanor Wachtel, Daniele Manzano Hernandez and Katherine Tam, Samuel Schatz and Diego Thrasher, and Emily Boyd and Jane Semmelmeyer.

· Julia Benitez-Nelson, flutist, won the First Place Scholarship Award in Secondary Woodwinds/Brass/Percussion for the Music Clubs Scholarship Fund-combined effort of Afternoon Music Club and Eau Claire Music Club.

· Layla Davis's digital work on the theme of “What it means to be a man" won the social media contest sponsored by the South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.

· Named to All-Region Band: Hallie Tam, Michael Lenski, Daniela Manzano-Hernandez, Eli Roth, Leon Wang, and Daniel Lacoste.

· All Region Orchestra: Samuel Schatz, Diego Thrasher, Katherine Tam. Catherine Akhvlediani, Daniel Rose, Daniela Manzano-Hernandez, Eleanor Wachtel, Ada Shavo, Catherine Willm, Blake Craig, Adam Adler, and Ryan Borkowski.

· All-State Band: Emma Marie Rowland, Julia Benitez-Nelson, Elizabeth Nobles, Bryson Stakely, Lauren Grier, and Daniel Wright.
· Violist Blake Craig, violist was awarded 1st Prize in the Music Clubs Scholarship Fund (Senior Division) Virtual Auditions 2021. 

· All-State Orchestra:  9/10:  Sam Schatz and Catherine Akhvlediani; 11/12 Alterantes: Eleanor Wachtel and Blake Craig.
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Athletic Achievements

· Megan Waizenhofer became the first tennis player to win a home court match in Dreher history and the Dreher girls’ tennis team notched the first home court victory in history - “history” being since 1938!

· Track Coach Caleb Clark was named the Richland One Coach of the Year.

· Amber Burton received offers to study and play basketball at Occidental and Francis Marion. 

· Shane Keup committed to play baseball at Winthrop.  He was named to the All-State Baseball Team.

· Jordan Foy received an offer to play football at Concordia College Ann Arbor.  

· Devario Sheppard received an offer to play basketball at Waldorf University.

· Landon Harrison received an offer to play basketball at Waldorf University.

· Sophie Burkett committed to play soccer at Coker.

· Jada Mack signed with Columbia College to run track.

· Amora Okoduwa signed to run track at Converse.

· Jania Roberts will compete in beach volleyball at Spartanburg Methodist.

· Jane Koch is the 2020 State Swim Champion in the 50-yard Freestyle.  She also finished fifth in the 100-yard Free and led off both the 200-yard Free Relay which finished sixth and the 400-yard Free Relay which finished seventh. 

· The girls’ swim team finished eighth in State 4A competition and first among teams in the Midlands. 
 
· Eleanor Wachtel was sixth in the 200-yard Freestyle, seventh in the 100-yard Free, and anchored both the 200-yard and 400-yard Free Relays.  

· Lydia Conte placed fourteenth in the 100-yard Backstroke.  She swam second on both the 200 and 400 Free Relays.  Hannah Ammons was eighteenth in the 100-yard Breaststroke and swam third on both the free relays.  Lillian Ammons was twenty-fourth in the 100-yard Breaststroke and was joined by Lydia, Hannah, and Sam Norris on the thirteenth place 200-yard Medley Relay.

· On the boys’ side, Quinn Carter was twelfth in the 100-yard Backstroke.  Achilles Hahn was sixteenth in the 50 Free and nineteenth in the 100-yard Freestyle.  Guido Giovanni finished seventeenth in the 500-yard Freestyle. The relay team of Landon Harrison, Lleyton Harrison, Charlie Wheeler, and Achilles Hahn finished sixteenth in the 200-yard Freestyle Relay.  

· Achieving All-Region status in swimming are Eleanor Wachtel in 200 &100 free, and in 200 & 400 free relays; Jane Koch in 50 & 100 free and 200 & 400 free relays; Lydia Conte in 100 back and 200 & 400 free relays; Hannah Ammons in 200 & 400 free relays; Achilles Hahn in 50 & 100 free; and Giovanni Guido in 200 IM and 500 free.

· Sam Kolowith finished third in the AAAA Cross Country State Championships, earning him All-State recognition. Competing in the Girls AAAA State Championships were Sophie Burkett, Emma Charlton, Lydia Conte, Novalee Ortiz, Beth Walker, and Naja Weinkle.  

· Boys in the State AAAA Cross Country Championships were Evan Boesl, Nicholas Bundy, Samuel Kolowith, Drew Parker, Eli Roth, Andrew Vance, Luke Walden, and Patrick Walsh.  The boys’ team finished eleventh overall.

·  Abigail Lacy was a School Winner in the High School Heisman competition, honored for her excellence on the field, in the classroom, and in the community.

· A plaque bearing retired Athletic Director Mike DuBard’s name and image is prominently displayed in the Dreher gymnasium lobby, beside his father, Ken DuBard’s plaque. 

· Micaiah Settles was named All-State in football.  Joshua Smith was Honorable Mention.

· Amber Burton was named to the Girls’ All-State Basketball Team.

· Leon Wang was selected to the North/South All-Star Team in Wrestling.  He was also named the SC Subway Male Student Athlete of the Year.

· Boys’ Soccer Coach Jamie McClendon was selected as co-coach of the North/South All-Star Game.

· Bryson Harper was named “All-American” in wrestling.



Outstanding Activities

· Spearheaded by the National Honor Society, the Dreher community raised $1020 for the Walk for Life Campaign.  

· Thanks to the generosity of the Dreher community, the Kindness Club and the Key Club worked together to accumulate 500 pounds of food and $2200 in monetary donations for Harvest Hope Food Bank.

· NJROTC cadets helped to pack 4000 boxes of food for the Fourth Annual Hudson’s Heroes Tackle Hunger event.

· Our latest “Teacher of the Year” is Media Specialist and Librarian Laura Haverkamp.

· Our 2021-2022 Classified Employee of the Year is custodian Adrian Rhett.

· National Honor Society, Kindness Club and Student Council prepared over 200 holiday greeting cards for the residents of Christopher Towers.

· Key Club and Kindness Club collected holiday gifts for the kids and teens at Prisma Health Children’s Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders.

· Walter Graham and Kevin Kirkley renewed their National Board Recognition, and Anastasia Rupp was awarded National Board Recognition.

· Amber Burton was featured in her church’s monthly newsletter for devoting 75 hours in volunteer service to the community.  She also placed first in the church’s Oratorical Contest.








