



A Note for Parents 

At Steele, our school policies are rooted in the IB philosophies, standards, and practices. We aim to model the principles of the IB learner profile and the IB mission in each of our policies. 
Our policies have been developed through discussions with teachers, parents, and students to determine both content and layout. These are the policies mandated by the IB: 
3. Language 
4. Assessment 
Steele Elementary School is located in a well-developed, historical area of Colorado Springs, and this is a source of pride for our school. We intentionally include and appreciate students of all identities, social situations, learning abilities and language backgrounds. By enrolling your child(ren) at Steele, you are agreeing to respect and promote the diversity of our student community. Our school policies are intended to embrace and encourage our diversity. 
In each of our policy documents, you will find the philosophy driving the policy, your child’s rights and community responsibilities, a description of how each policy upholds the IB learner profile, and links to the other policies. Additionally, we have included in the appendices the procedures and processes associated with each policy. 
We look forward to working at home and at school to ensure that our students receive a quality education that meets the high standards of the International Baccalaureate. Through our partnership, our students will know their right to this education and appreciate that they have a responsibility to enable the rights of others. Thank you for reading these policies thoroughly. 

Warmest regards,
Ryan Capp				Rhonda Toombs
Principal				IB Coordinator


Mission Statement

Steele Elementary is committed to building a caring community that engages the whole child with inquiry, risk-taking, and critical thinking, which prepares students to become reflective, resilient, inclusive and globally-minded lifelong learners.
Philosophy
Teachers at Steele and in Colorado Springs School District 11 share the vision that well-developed literacy skills are crucial to students' academic achievement while in school and for career success beyond the classroom. Teachers at all grade levels provide a viable and guaranteed curriculum with research-based best practices in reading, writing, and communicating.
All educators at Steele are teachers of language who promote language growth with our students. This includes the languages of math, science, social studies, art, physical education, music, and technology. We strive to create a multilingual community of principled, trusting students who love learning in a multicultural setting.
Purpose
We aim to: 
· Empower students as language owners when communicating through speaking, listening, reading, and writing
· Promote the enjoyment and correct use of language through inquiry
· Encourage students to courageously use language through metacognitive skills
· Respect the native language of our scholars and community members, as well as additional languages
IB Standards
Standards: Culture Through Policy Implementation (0301) 
Schools develop, implement, communicate, and review effective policies that help to create a school culture in which IB philosophy thrives.
Language Demographic
Our students
The students at Steele Elementary School come from a variety of linguistic backgrounds and languages, which are considered their “native language”.



Language Backgrounds
	Language
	Number of Students

	Hindi
	1

	Spanish
	3

	French
	3



Language of Instruction
At Steele Elementary we differentiate instruction based on the communication needs of all students to foster the development of American English using curricular resources and classroom structures to support the four language domains of listening, speaking, reading, and writing in all content areas.
	Curricular Resources
	Classroom Structures

	· Wonders 2020
· 95% Group Multisyllable Routine Cards
· Interventions Programs to support individual student language needs:
· Heggerty Phonemic Awareness
· Phonological Awareness
· SIPPS
· Visualizing & Verbalizing
· SPIRE Decodable library
· Flyleaf Publishing Decodable library
· 95% Group Phonics Chip Kit
· Orton Gillingham
· Take Flight
· Hola Mundo
	· Structured literacy; whole Group Instruction, small group instruction
· Inquiry based learning
· Making Thinking Visible Routines
· Sentence Stems
· Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS)
· ELL Support when required
· Student reflection
· Daily intervention groups for math and ELA
· Scaffolded instruction
· Multi-modal presentations
· Cultural integration




Additional Language
Spanish: Students in kindergarten through 5th grade receive Spanish instruction 100 – 150 minutes per week. The teacher’s main curriculum is Hola Mundo. She also uses teacher-created curriculum materials such as Viva Bilinguals and Ninos & Nature.



Native language Support
At Steele Elementary, when a child enters kindergarten or moves into the district, parents complete a Home Language Survey. This is how a student’s home language is determined. If a language other than English is spoken in the home, a child may be eligible for English Language Development (ELD) support and services. 
Steele Elementary School students are encouraged to celebrate their cultural identity using their native language at home and at school. Students are encouraged to share their culture and language through informative presentations related to inquiry units, celebrations, and other opportunities. The library houses an ever-growing collection of books in Spanish. There are also Spanish language books available at our annual book fair.
When there is an ELD need at Steele, the ELD teacher and educational assistants empower each learner through differentiated instruction, research-based instruction, assessments, and 21st century skills.  Our ELD teacher and educational assistants accelerate the acquisition of academic language by providing comprehensive English language development instruction.

Our governing body, Colorado Springs School District 11, guidelines are as follows:
Elementary school English language learners typically receive 30-45 minutes of intensive English language development daily. Many ELD teachers provide this service through a “pull-out” model. This means that students are pulled out of the general education setting for intensive English instruction. The following skills are emphasized: social communication, academic vocabulary, grammar, reading strategies, writing skills, integrated with the use of technology.
· Our elementary school utilizes the Wonders 2020 curriculum to provide standards-based instruction. Additionally, we use Imagine Learning and I-Ready as a supplemental online reading intervention program to enhance student learning.  
· Our district provides a translation service for written and spoken communications when needed. 
Assessing Language Learning
District, school, and state-mandated language assessments (CMAS, ACCESS WIDA, Acadience Reading) are used by teachers, parents, and students to assess individual and school-wide progress related to language learning. Teachers also utilize a variety of informal language assessments and progress monitoring in their own classrooms on a weekly basis. These assessment tools are used to inform language teaching and learning practices within the school. 



The school looks at individual student growth compared to state reading and writing standards. The school’s unified improvement plan, required by the state of Colorado, contains goals and strategies teachers use to address the language learning needs of students. This plan is revised annually based on the most current data from state and district. 
Feedback on students’ language development is given to students and parents through a variety of means, including but not limited to quarterly progress reports, CMAS reports mailed by the state, ACCESS results, English Language Learner plans, verbal communication between teachers, students, and parents, the contents of student portfolios, and through student-led conferences.
Resources and Professional Development
The school principal and leadership team work together to find professional development opportunities for staff to further their knowledge of best practices for guiding students’ language learning, including district and IB workshops, collaboration with other schools, book studies, language-specific graduate level courses, and sharing of best practices through professional learning communities. Building funds and grants are allocated for purchase of language teaching materials for classrooms, the school’s resource library, and for library books in the library. Per the state of Colorado, all certified staff will take an approved English Learner 
Professional Development Pathway through a certified CLDE 45hr PD Program by the educator’s next recertification.
Steele’s commitment to fostering instructional practices that promote literacy development is evident at every level of organization. Individual instructors participate each week in Professional Learning Communities (PLCs). The aim of PLCs is to review and respond to on-going data about student achievement and develop intentional plans for integrating research-based best practices in daily classroom instruction. Typically, achievement data is directly connected to communication and literacy skills. 
Language Policy Access, Articulation and Review
Steele Elementary School’s language policy is stored in an electronic format on the school’s shared drive where all staff can access it. The language policy is also posted on the school’s website for parents to view. All staff are knowledgeable about the policy and can communicate this knowledge to all stakeholders. The district provides schools with language learning standards (adapted from the Colorado State Standards), curriculum, materials, and required assessments. The IB Coordinator provides staff with the PYP Standards and Practices related to teaching and learning. The coordinator receives information about updates to program standards and practices via MyIB in Curriculum Resource Center and through Rocky Mountain Association of IB World Schools (IBARMS) and promotes the use of MyIB among staff so they 


can directly access PYP documentation related to language practices. The CLDE teacher collaborates with classroom teachers to best support ELL students. Our language policy is a living document that is formally reviewed annually by the IB vertical team members and coordinators.
Accountability and Review 
The language policy is formally reviewed as part of our IB program’s self-study and evaluation. Substantive changes can occur more frequently as changing demographics or other circumstances warrant. 
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