Regular Meeting

South Orange-Maplewood

Board of Education

June 5, 2006

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of South Orange-Maplewood was held in the District Meeting Room in the Administration Building, 525 Academy Street, Maplewood, New Jersey, on June 5, 2006.

President Rowland Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:50 p.m.

Adequate written notice of this meeting of the South Orange-Maplewood Board of Education was sent to the Township and Village Clerks, the Libraries, The Star Ledger, the News Record and all schools.

ROLL CALL:
Present:
Mr. Bennett, Ms. Crawford, Mr. Eastman, Mr. Gleason, Mrs. Jasey, Mr. Little, Dr. Payne-Parrish, Mrs. Wren-Hardin

Absent:
Mr. Miller


8 MEMBERS PRESENT

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
BOARD RECOGNITION 
1. The Columbia High School Television Arts Program continues to be

   recognized at the state and national level for excellence in student 

   television production education. The students’ work can be seen on 

   the Columbia Cable Network (CCN). Under the direction of Mr. Frank 

   Mullin and Ms. Dee Camina, the students have been encouraged to not 

   only strive for excellence, but to understand the power and 

   responsibility of the media. Dr. Marge Mingin, director of 

   educational media and technology, supervises the program. 

   This year, the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences has 

   recognized Columbia students with four New York regional awards:

   First Place Award for Excellence in News - “Federal School Daze” 

   produced by Rebecca Adelson and Kerry Szydlowski.  

   First Place Award for Excellence in Sports – “Pay to Play” produced 

   by Maura Flanagan, Michael Jaffe and Anna Robilotta.

   Hubbard Family Public Service Award for Public Service Announcements 

   – “It’s Not Just For Kids Anymore” produced by Anna Campbell and 

   Lauren Brauchli.

   Honorable Mention for Excellence in News – “The Out-of-Towners” by 

   Rebecca Adelson and Kerry Szydlowski.

   The Bergen County True East Film/Video Festival gave nine awards to 

   Columbia High School students:

   Public Service Announcements:

   First Place – “Not That Hard” by Ian Gammon 

   Second Place – “Don’t Eat Too Much Candy” by Lauren Brauchli and        

   Anna Campbell

   Documentaries: 

   First Place – “The War on Peace: From the People’s Perspective” by    

   Cris Thorne and Matt Lee 

   Second Place – “A Second Chance” by Maura Flanagan, Michael Jaffe 

   and Anna Robilotta 

   Third Place – “Men Still on the March” by Ryan Michel and Katie 

   Lannigan 

   Short Narratives:

   First Place – “The Out-of-Towners” by Rebecca Adelson and Kerry 

   Szydlowski. 

   Second Place – “Christmas Serial Killer Strikes Again” ” by Maura 

   Flanagan, Michael Jaffe and Anna Robilotta 

   Third Place – “A Honey Roasted Miracle” by by Rebecca Adelson and 

   Kerry Szydlowski. 

   Music Videos:

   Third Place – “Girl Fight” by Wanjiku Kairu and Tasliym Jackson

   Other awards won by Columbia students include:

   The Urban Visionary Video Festival:

   First Place - “The War on Peace: From the People’s Perspective” by    

   Cris Thorne and Matt Lee

   Third Place – “Super Glue” by Ben Gluckstern ’05 and Michael Jaffe

   Purple Violet Film Festival (Kean University):

   First Place Award: Best High School Public Service Announcement

   “Cram” by Katie Lannigan and Ryan Michel 

   Two CCN students were accepted into the New Jersey Governor’s School 

   for Video: Anna Campbell and Samantha Gurry 

   “The War on Peace: From the People’s Perspective” by Cris Thorne and    

   Matt Lee won two more recognitions when the library of the Museum of 

   Television and Radio in New York accepted the documentary into its 

   permanent collection and the New Jersey Young Filmmakers/Video 

   Festival, sponsored by the New Jersey Institute of Technology 

   (NJIT), awarded the film first prize in the high school category.  

HEARING OF NON-TENURED STAFF MEMBER – Dave Curtin
Ms. Bass instructed the public on the purpose and procedures of a Donaldson hearing process.

Mr. Curtin read a statement that expressed his opinion as to why he should be renewed [on file in Board Secretary’s office].
HEARING OF INDIVIDUALS AND DELEGATIONS
The following individuals spoke in favor of the Athletic Director’s reappointment:

J.D. Robinson, Nancy Tenenbaum, Warren Luce, Jason Jackson, Dave Curtin, Lynda Nair, Frank Mullin, Gene Chyzowych, Risa Olinsky, Mark Olinsky, Alan Noel, Johanna Wright, Cindy Esperson, and Janice McGowan.

Board members discussed the situation at length.

MOTION made by Mr. Little, seconded by Mr. Gleason, to reinstate Mr. Curtin as the high school Athletic Director.

ROLL CALL:
Motion to reinstate Mr. Curtin passed.  YES: Mr. Bennett, Mr. Little, Mr. Gleason, Mrs. Jasey, Ms. Payne-Parrish, Mrs. Wren-Hardin, Ms. Crawford.  NO:  Mr. Eastman.   
Other individuals and topics:

Name



Topic
Richard Berggren

Encouraged the Board to consider staff 
Maplewood Resident
input on decisions made by the Board.
Danny O’Sullivan

Expressed his concern over discipline issues
Marshall Parent

at the elementary schools.
Johanna Wright

Expressed concern about materials and equipment 
District Teacher

used by Aramark.
PRESENTATION:  Second Reading:  Policy 5250 – Excusal from Class or Program – Policy Committee Members, Ms. Bass 
The policy was reviewed and the procedures explained in order for a student to be excused from certain classes.  An alternate, related program of study is to be assigned to replace the excused classes.
ITEMS FOR ACTION

MOTION made by Ms. Crawford, seconded by Mrs. Wren-Hardin, that the Board of Education:

2105. Adopt revised Policy 5250-Excusal from Class or Program, as 

presented [Policy on file in Superintendent’s office].

ROLL CALL:  Motion 2105 passed; 8 yes, 0 no.
MOTION made by Mrs. Wren-Hardin, seconded by Ms. Crawford, that the Board of Education:

2106. Approve the operation of a high school summer school program at 

Columbia High School for the summer of 2006 pursuant to N.J.A.C. 

6:3-1.8.

ROLL CALL:  Motion 2106 passed; 8 yes, 0 no.
MOTION made by Mr. Eastman, seconded by Ms. Crawford, that the Board of Education approve the following:
2107A.WHEREAS, Student District ID No. 0AMF has been duly noticed and 

afforded the opportunity to participate in a hearing before the 

Board of Education and has been afforded certain due process 

rights; and

WHEREAS, the student’s parents were advised of the right to appeal to the Commissioner of Education; and,

WHEREAS, the student’s parents do not wish to contest the administration’s disciplinary recommendation and have determined that they do not wish a Board hearing at this time; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the student engaged in prohibited conduct on May 12, 2006 and, having heard the administration’s recommendation; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Student District ID No. 0AMF 
be suspended from May 12, 2006 through June 30, 2007 with home 
instruction.  Marking period and/or final examinations shall be
part of home instruction. 

In mid-June 2006, said student shall undergo a psychiatric 
evaluation, performed by a licensed mental health professional 
and at parent expense, which shall be provided to the South Orange Middle School principal or his designee by June 30, 2006.  In late August 2006, said student and his/her parents shall meet with the South Orange Middle School principal or his designee to discuss said student’s conditional reentry to South Orange Middle School on Wednesday, September 6, 2006.  

Upon re-entry to South Orange Middle School, Student District ID 
No. 0AMF shall be required to meet weekly with his/her guidance counselor and/or the school social worker for the balance of the 2006-07 school year,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT while out on school suspension and for the entire 2006-07 school year, Student District ID No. 0AMF is excluded from all SOMS extracurricular/school activities and non-academic field trips, and is not permitted on any school property or at any school function without prior approval of the Superintendent.

In the event that said student trespasses on any school property or attends any school functions without prior approval from the Superintendent from May 12, 2006 and the early reentry date of September 6, 2006, said student shall lose the opportunity for an early reentry, and shall remain on out of school suspension through January 31, 2007.  Home instruction shall continue to be provided through the remainder of the suspension period.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT in the event that Student District ID 
No. 0AMF is involved in any behavior warranting school suspension following re-entry to school on September 6, 2006, said student shall be immediately removed from school without need for a Board hearing. Home instruction will again be provided, and marking period/semester examinations will be administered as part of home instruction.  

2107B.WHEREAS, Student District ID No. 0AE6 has been duly noticed and 

afforded the opportunity to participate in a hearing before the 

Board of Education and has been afforded certain due process 

rights; and

WHEREAS, the student’s parents were advised of the right to appeal to the Commissioner of Education; and,

WHEREAS, the student’s parents do not wish to contest the administration’s disciplinary recommendation and have determined that they do not wish a Board hearing at this time; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the student engaged in prohibited conduct on May 12, 2006 and, having heard the administration’s recommendation; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Student District ID No. 0AE6 
be suspended from May 12, 2006 through January 31, 2007 with home instruction.  Marking period and/or final examinations shall be part of home instruction. 

In late August 2006, said student and his/her parents shall meet 
with the South Orange Middle School principal or his designee to 
discuss the student’s conditional reentry to South Orange Middle 
School on Wednesday, September 6, 2006.  Said student’s parents 
shall contact the principal to schedule that re-entry conference. 
Prior to that meeting, said student shall undergo a mental health 
evaluation, performed by a licensed mental health professional 
and at parent expense, which shall indicate that said student is 
not a danger to him/herself or others and that said student is 
able to return to school. Such report shall be provided to the 
SOMS principal at the reentry conference for discussion. 

   Upon re-entry to South Orange Middle School, Student District ID 

No. 0AE6 shall be required to meet weekly with his/her guidance 

counselor and/or the school social worker for the balance of the 

2006-07 school year,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT while out on school suspension and for the entire 2006-07 school year, Student District ID No. 0AE6 is excluded from all SOMS extracurricular/school activities and non-academic field trips, and is not permitted on any school property or at any school function without prior approval of the Superintendent.  In the event that said student trespasses on any school property or attends any school functions without prior approval from the Superintendent from May 12, 2006 and the early reentry date of September 6, 2006, said student shall lose the opportunity for an early reentry, and shall remain on out of school suspension through January 31, 2007.  Home instruction shall continue to be provided through the remainder of the suspension period.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT in the event that said student is 


involved in any behavior warranting school suspension following
re-entry to school on September 6, 2006, said student shall be 
immediately removed from school without need for a Board hearing.  Home instruction will again be provided, and marking 
period/semester examinations will be administered as part of home instruction.  

2107C.WHEREAS, Student District ID No. 0CRY has been duly noticed and 

afforded the opportunity to participate in a hearing before the 

Board of Education and has been afforded certain due process 

rights; and

WHEREAS, the student’s parents were advised of the right to appeal to the Commissioner of Education; and,

WHEREAS, the student’s parents do not wish to contest the administration’s disciplinary recommendation and have determined that they do not wish a Board hearing at this time; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the student engaged in prohibited conduct on May 12, 2006 and, having heard the administration’s recommendation; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Student District ID No. 0CRY 
be suspended from May 12, 2006 through June 30, 2006 with home 
instruction.  Marking period and/or final examinations shall be 
part of home instruction. 

In late August, 2006, said student and his/her parents shall meet 
with the South Orange Middle School principal or his designee to 


discuss the expectations for appropriate student conduct at South 
Orange Middle School.  Said student’s parents shall contact the 
principal to schedule that re-entry conference.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT upon return to South Orange Middle 
School in September 2006, Student District ID No. 0CRY shall be 
required to meet weekly with his/her guidance counselor and/or 
the school social worker for the balance of the 2006-07 school 
year.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT while out on school suspension and for the entire 2006-07 school year,  Student District ID No. 0CRY excluded from all SOMS extracurricular/school activities and non-academic field trips, and is not permitted on any school property or at any school function without prior approval of the Superintendent.  
ROLL CALL:  Motions 2107A-C passed; 8 yes, 0 no.

MOTION made by Mrs. Jasey, seconded by Ms. Crawford, that the Board of Education approve the following personnel fiscal resolution:

2108. RESIGNATION
	NAME
	ASSIGNMENT
	EFFECTIVE DATE

	Trias,

Nelson
	T English

CHS – 1.0 FTE
	6/5/06


ROLL CALL:  Motion 2108 passed; 8 yes, 0 no.

HEARING OF INDIVIDUALS AND DELEGATIONS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

Overview of June 19, 2006 Board Meeting:

Recognition of Retiring Staff Members.

Overview of July 17, 2006 Board Meeting:

Recognition of Former Board of Education members Gregg Betheil, 
David Frazer, and Stephen Latz.
MOTION made by Mrs. Jasey, seconded by Ms. Crawford, that the Board of Education meet in Executive Session prior to the June 19, 2006, Public Meeting to discuss legal and personnel matters, the nature of which will be made public at a future date.  Motion unanimously approved.
MOTION made by Mrs. Jasey, seconded by Mrs. Wren-Hardin, that the Board of Education adjourn.  Motion unanimously approved at 10:30 p.m.
                    ________________________________




         Karla Milanette, Board Secretary
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