Regular Meeting

South Orange-Maplewood

Board of Education

December 4, 2006

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of South Orange-Maplewood was held in the Auditorium in Columbia High School, 17 Parker Avenue, Maplewood, New Jersey, on December 4, 2006.

President Rowland Bennett called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.

Adequate written notice of this meeting of the South Orange-Maplewood Board of Education was sent to the Township and Village Clerks, the Libraries, The Star Ledger, the News Record and all schools.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL:
Present:
Mr. Bennett, Ms. Crawford, Mr. Eastman, Mr. Gleason, Mrs. Jasey, Mr. Laine, Mr. Little, Dr. Payne-Parrish, Mrs. Wren-Hardin

Absent:
None.


9 MEMBERS PRESENT


HEARING OF INDIVIDUALS AND DELEGATIONS
None.
PRESENTATIONS

Discussion:  Jefferson School Evacuation 11/30/06 – Dr. Horoschak, Dr. Caulfield-Sloan, Mr. Kyle, and representatives from the Maplewood Police and Fire Departments.
Dr. Horoschak described the incident that occurred at Jefferson School due to a gasoline spill, and introduced the personnel present to report on the incident.
Dr. Caulfield-Sloan, Jefferson Principal, read a statement of events when gasoline fumes spread throughout the school [statement on file in Board Secretary’s office].  Students who complained of feeling ill were transported to six area hospitals.
Mr. Kyle, Supervisor of Buildings & Grounds, reported on the actions taken to remedy the situation.

Board members’ comments included:

· Communication with parents during an emergency situation needs to work better.

· Gasoline should not be stored within 15 feet of a school.

· Students were sent to hospital unescorted due to limited personnel available at the time.  A plan to augment personnel in similar situations will be developed.

· Triage was performed by EMS, a police officer was assigned to get list of names of students and their contact information and name of hospital to which they were transported, evacuees were allowed back in building after building was ventilated and air tested.

· Emergency Management Plan manual to be made available to Board of Education members as soon as possible.

· Emergency Management Plan to be discussed at January’s meeting of the District Emergency Management Task Force.

· From the report that was given by all, it seems as though the correct decisions were made at the time, but a plan needs to be developed.
HEARING OF INDIVIDUALS
The following people commented on the evacuation of Jefferson School students:  Robin Wiggins, Lynne Doddo, Jami Hall, Shaunice Adams, Jennifer Meusel, Delphine Jones, Maribeth Maher.  Comments included: Applaud Jefferson and EMS staff for their care of students, some parent notifications were delayed, requested that emergency management plan be distributed to parents as well as staff, saw the need for a better way to handle emergency situations in the future.

Additional individuals:

Name



Topic
Nancy Solomon

Spoke about Seth Boyden School progress from a Seth Boyden Parent
parent’s view regarding new leadership, 




implementation of multiple intelligences and 




upkeep of physical plant.
Zaida Pacheco

Thanked Jefferson staff for their efforts Jefferson PTA

during the evacuation.  Clarification was

requested as to whose responsibility it is to 
make calls to parents.
Mr. Bennett expressed the Board’s appreciation to the PTA and parents who called other parents.



ITEMS FOR ACTION


MOTION made by Dr. Payne-Parrish, seconded by Mr. Eastman, that the Board of Education approves the following:
2185. WHEREAS, in accordance with law, hearings were afforded with 
regard to the children identified by student number below; and
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that, as to the students 
identified below, the parents or guardians are not domiciled 
within the District or the children are not kept in the home of 
another person domiciled within the school district pursuant to 
the affidavit pupils statute; now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby orders the transfer or 
removal of the students identified below:



STUDENT #


SCHOOL


GRADE


  OFJJ


 CHS



  9TH
ROLL CALL:  Motion 2185 passed; 9 yes, 0 no.



































· 
· 
· 


NEW BUSINESS

A request was made for a report on leveling.
The policy committee is reviewing policies.

A request was made for a copy of the bid specifications for the

position of Consultant of Equity and Diversity.

A request was made to add Seth Boyden’s improvement plan to the 
December 18th agenda.

MOTION was made to add the following to the Topics for Analysis:

Allocation of staff, resources and special programs by grade level 

clusters (K-5, 6-8, 9-12).

ROLL CALL:  Motion passed; 9 yes, 0 no.

The Board of Education will meet in Special Public Session on 
Wednesday, December 6, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the Superintendent’s 
office at 525 Academy Street, Maplewood, NJ.  The Board will consider a 
motion to recess into Closed Session to hold a Student Discipline 
Hearing.  Action will be taken.

The Board of Education will meet in Closed Session on Monday, December 
18, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the Superintendent’s office to discuss 
personnel and legal issues, negotiations and other matters to be 
announced at a later date.  Immediately following the Closed Session, 
the Board of Education will meet in Public Session at 7:30 p.m. in the 
District Meeting Room, 525 Academy Street, Maplewood, NJ.  Action will 
be taken.
The Education Alliance Committee of the South Orange-Maplewood Board of 
Education, the township of Maplewood and the Township of South Orange 
Village will meet on Friday, December 22, 2006, at 7:30 a.m. in the 
Superintendent’s Office at 525 Academy Street, Maplewood, NJ, to 
discuss issues pertinent to the school district and the two 
municipalities of South Orange and Maplewood.  No action will be taken.

The Board of Education will meet in Closed Session on Monday, January 
8, 2007, at 7:00 p.m., in the Superintendent’s Office to discuss 
personnel and legal issues, negotiations and other matters to be 
announced at a later date.  Immediately following the Closed Session,

the Board of Education will meet in Public Session at 7:30 p.m. in the 
District Meeting Room, 525 Academy Street, Maplewood, NJ.  Action will 
be taken.


























    

______________________________________




      Karla Milanette, Board Secretary
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