Regular Meeting

South Orange-Maplewood

Board of Education

April 3, 2006

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of South Orange-Maplewood was held in the Columbia High School Auditorium, 17 Parker Avenue, Maplewood, New Jersey, on April 3, 2006.

President David Frazer called the meeting to order at 7:50 p.m.

Adequate written notice of this meeting of the South Orange-Maplewood Board of Education was sent to the Township and Village Clerks, the Libraries, The Star Ledger, the News Record and all schools.

ROLL CALL:
Present:
Mr. Bennett, Mr. Betheil, Ms. Crawford, Mr. Frazer, Mrs. Jasey, Mr. Latz, Mr. Little, Mr. Miller, Mrs. Wren-Hardin

Absent:
None.


9 MEMBERS PRESENT
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – lead by Columbia High School Students
BOARD RECOGNITION – read by Dr. Horoschak
1.Eight Columbia High School students have been selected to participate 
  in The College of New Jersey High School Honors Band Day. These 
  chosen students will spend the day at the college with music students 
  from around the state, participate in master classes and rehearse in 
  one of three separate bands.  The day’s activities will culminate in 
  a gala concert the same evening with performances from each of the 
  three ensembles.
  The students selected include: Enrique Parada, Senior, Percussion;
  Julia Fendler Senior, Oboe; Dylan Frank, Junior, Percussion;    

  Christopher Copeland, Senior, Trombone; Kate David, Junior, Oboe;
  Jacob Seigler, Senior, Trombone; Peter Felsman, Freshman, Percussion;
  Christina Snow, Freshman, Percussion 

2.Columbia High School students Molly McNulty and Zamaniya Bankole 
  received the Seton Hall University’s New Jersey High School 2006 
  Japanese Language Study Award from the Japanese program at Seton 
  Hall.

3.An essay, written by South Orange Middle School eighth grader Daniel 
  Solecki, was selected as a semi-finalist in the New Jersey Center for 
  Book/Library of Congress Letters About Literature national 
  competition. Out of 7,000 entries, only 75 reached the semifinalist 
  group. The coordinator of the event stated, “Your essay was 
  especially perceptive of the author’s theme and intentions, and it 
  described well the relevance of the book to your own experience.” 
  Daniel will receive his award from Governor Corzine at a statewide 
  convention. Daniel’s teacher is Ms. Lisa Winkler.

4.Members of the Columbia High School Track Team entered the Nike 
  Indoor Nationals in Landover, Maryland with impressive results. 
  Student-Athletes who finished in the top 6 places were crowned All-
  Americans. Sophomore Bianca Stewart placed 5th in the nation in high 
  jump, giving her National All-American status. Other top competitors 
  include: Iman Johnson, Aasha Anderson, Busola Oyefesobi and Ashley 
  Newby - Shuttle Hurdle Relay - 8th in the nation; Ashley Newby – 
  Pentathlon - 9th in the nation; Mr. Jason Jackson coaches the track 
  team.

5.The Columbia High School Basketball Team, made it to the finals and 
  was runner up in the Essex County Tournament for the first time in 
  the school’s history. The Team’s record was 22-6.The Team was the 
  winner of the Hackensack Holiday Tournament, placed 13th in the State 
  and 4th in the County. 

  The Team’s coaches are Head Coach Jerry Hill and J.V.Coach Darryl 
  Scott.
  The Team includes: 10th graders: Jacob (Willy) Sumner, Yvon Raymond, 
  and Jameel Grace; 11th grader: McDaniel Belony; 12th graders: Ethan 
  Williams, Crandall Chestnutt, Eric Johnson, Mike Porter, Ryan Bacon, 
  Nnamdi Ike, Darrell Terry and Rotimi Akinosho. 

  Members of the Columbia High School basketball team were introduced.

  Dr. Horoschak announced the Mogart concert.
  Mr. Frazer announced three new advisors for the MLKA.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION made by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mr. Bennett, that the Board of Education approves the minutes of the Executive Sessions of February 6, 2006, and February 27, 2006, and the Special Meetings of February 6, 2006, and the Public Sessions of February 6, 2006 and February 27, 2006. 
ROLL CALL:  Motion to accept the Executive Session and Regular Session 

minutes of February 6 and February 27 as submitted, passed; 
9 yes, 0 no.
ROLL CALL:
Motion to accept the Special Meeting minutes of February 

16, 2006, as submitted, passed; 5 yes, 0 no, 4 abstain (Mr. 



Bennett, Mr. Frazer, Mr. Little Mr. Miller).
HEARING OF INDIVIDUALS AND DELEGATIONS
Name



Topic
Tom Jeron


Thanked the CHS stage crew who worked on school District Employee

events and set up for many BOE/BOSE meetings on 

short notice.
Chris Copeland

Spoke about school pride and the need for a  CHS Student


safer, cleaner building, and teacher contract.

Ellen Louis,

Thanked the Board of Education for making

Stephanie Ijoma

arrangements for school assembly and

Phylicia Graham

presented details of student issues that lead 

CHS Students

to the walkout and sitout.

Melissa Montalvo

Spoke about the Superintendent’s resignation,

CHS Student


CHS principal, outsourcing of security guards.

Suzanne Roghanchi

Voiced her concerns about the CHS principal.

District Parent

Carol Barry Austin
Introduced new Executive Director.  Announced Robin Burn Saunders
upcoming candidates night.

Jane Rowan

Comm. Coalition on Race

Anna Robilotta

Spoke about respect, and the airing of CCN 

CHS Student


videos.

Kesha Whitaker

Spoke about the CHS principal.

CHS Student

Danielle Levine
Voiced her opinion about the CHS principal,

CHS Student
and outsourcing lunch aides and security guards.

Veniza Howard
Inquired about CHS’s accreditation.

Parent

Laurie Sender
Spoke about outsourcing lunch aides.
Parent

Yvonne Jackson
Inquired about the process of hiring a new

Maplewood Resident
Superintendent.

Teleus Brazier
Spoke about issues of racism.

Resident

Derene Derricotte
Shared her experiences with CHS.

Parent

Board recessed at 8:55 p.m.

Board reconvened at 9:20 p.m.
PRESENTATIONS
Presentation: Language Arts Program Update – Mr. Memoli, Mrs. Davenport
The following points were made during the presentation:

· The Language Arts Assessment Committee reviewed 10 published programs and selected the Fundations phonics program for use in grades K-2.
· Grades 4 and 5 Teachers/Supervisor committees will draft scope and sequence for writing/mechanics.
· Sub committee examined what is being taught in grades 6-8 writing and reviewed student essays to identify areas in need of improvement.
· Attention is to be given to communication between middle schools and from middle schools to the high school, and with parents.
[Powerpoint presentation on file in Board Secretary’s office].
Board Members’ comments included:

· Board members expressed their appreciation to all who worked on this project. 
· Positive results have been realized from using Word Study; path of transition from Fundamentals to Word Study should be defined. 

· Would like a summary of action plan to see progress.

Discussion:  2006-07 Budget – Separate Proposal – Dr. Horoschak, Mrs. 

  Milanette

· Funding for technology equipment and the transition from Macintosh to thin client at the elementary schools was explained.
· It was strongly suggested that a Technology Advisory Committee be formed immediately to monitor and support the transition so that the curriculum, classroom and administrative needs are met.

· The tax impact of the 2006-07 budget was reviewed [on file in Board Secretary’s office].

Board members’ comments included:

· In order to have a clear plan, it was proposed that the Administration produce an execution plan for hardware acquisition this year.
· Support the technology action plan with the guidance of the Advisory Committee.

· Researching analysis used for current outsourcing to ascertain future savings.

· Mid January to early March is the time for public to influence budget development.
ITEMS FOR ACTION

MOTION made by Mr. Little, seconded by Mr. Miller, that the Board of Education:

2085. Approves the assignment of the students listed below as tuition-

free students for the 2005-2006 school year. The students’ 

families shall be responsible for providing transportation for 

their child(ren) to and from their respective schools.

STUDENT #

SCHOOL

GRADE


0E6D


SOMS

        8



0CY4


MMS


  8



 
0CY3


MMS


  7
ROLL CALL:  Motion 2085 passed; 9 yes, 0 no.
MOTION made by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mrs. Wren-Hardin, that the Board of Education approve the following:

2086. WHEREAS, in accordance with law hearings were afforded with 
regard to the children identified by student number below; and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that, as to the students 
identified below, the parents or guardians are not domiciled 
within the District or the children are not kept in the home of 
another person domiciled within the school district pursuant to 
the affidavit pupils statute; now, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby orders the transfer or 
removal of the students identified below.

STUDENT #


SCHOOL


GRADE

0DU4



CHS



11th

0DTW



CHS



10th

0FFJ



MMS



 8th

0ETO



MMS



 7th

0ETP



MAR 



 2nd
ROLL CALL:  Motion 2086 passed; 9 yes, 0 no.

MOTION made by Mr. Latz, seconded by Ms. Crawford, that the Board of Education:

2087A. Accept and adopt the 2006-2007 school budget as certified by the 
 Board of School Estimate on March 29, 2006 as follows:






BUDGET

TAX LEVY

General Fund

$87,076.761

$81,011,476


Debt Service

$ 3,449,500

$ 3,436,356

Special Revenue

$ 2,932,431

TOTAL
           

$93,458,692

$84,447,832

2087B. Accepts receipt of the 2006-07 state school aid amounts as 

 follows:

State Aid Category

2006-07 State Aid Revenue

Stabilization Aid



$    282,608

Consolidated Aid



     282,918

Special Education Aid


   3,267,559

Transportation Aid


     869,323  

Bilingual Education Aid


     140,142

Additional Formula Aid        
     160,874

Instructional Supplement Aid

     348,339

Demonstrably Eff Program Aid
           171,590



TOTAL STATE AID

 $ 5,523,353

2087C. Amend and approve a Separate Proposal for the 2006-2007 school 

 year budget to raise additional taxes in the amount of 

 $1,173,500 to be used exclusively for the items detailed on the 

 attached list.

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the South Orange and Maplewood Board 
 of Education authorize the Business Administrator to submit the 
 amended Separate Proposal to the County Superintendent for 
 review and approval.

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the South Orange Maplewood Board of 
 Education approve the 2006-07 amended separate proposal in the 
 amount of $1,173,000 for submission to the Board of School 
 Estimate.

2087D. WHEREAS, every New Jersey school district must submit a Long 
 Range Facility Plan to the Commissioner of Education every five 
 years, specifically ending in “0” or “5”, and, 

 WHEREAS, regulations require that every Board of Education must 
 approve the submission of this plan, 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the South Orange Maplewood 
 Board of Education does hereby authorize the Superintendent 
 and/or the Business Administrator to submit the attached Long 
 Range Facility Plan for the South Orange Maplewood School 
 District to the Commissioner of Education, and

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT the Superintendent and/or the 
 School Business Administrator, in accordance with regulation, 
 shall provide an advisory copy of the plan to the local planning 
 board (s). 

2087E. Approves the following list of providers for the 2005-06 school
 
 year for the services indicated:

 Provider



Service 

Rate
 Loving Care Agency, Inc.       LPN

    $45/hour

 Fort Lee, NJ 

 Share Communication, LLC Speech & Language   $95/hour


 Westfield, NJ 

   
 Ellen Hefner










2087F. Award the contract for Projects 2003-23, 2003-25, 2003-27 and 

       2003-30: Package B for Building Improvements at South Mountain 
 Annex, Montrose School, Jefferson Elementary School and the 
 District Maintenance Building to Grafas Painting Contractors, 
 Inc. of Millburn, NJ for the lowest responsible bid of 
 $1,539,000.

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Board of Education reject all 
 bids for Projects 2003-18, 2003-29: Package A for Building 
 Improvement Projects at Columbia High School and District 
 Administration Building; and 2003-20, 2003-21, 2003-22 and 
 2003-28: Package C for Building Improvements Projects at 
 Maplewood Middle School, Tuscan Elementary School, South 
 Mountain Elementary School and Marshall Elementary School.  All 
 bids received were above the budgeted projects’ amounts.  The 
 Board of Education reserves the right to rebid these projects at 
 a future date.

2087G. Accept donation from the Clinton School PTA in the amount of 

 $13,600 for payment for new playground equipment to be 

 installed.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following budget is increased 
 and the Superintendent or his designee is authorized to 
 administer it:



20-087-200-890
Clinton PTA Playground
$13,600

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board President, Superintendent 
 and Board Secretary are authorized to execute and deliver any 
 necessary contracts and reports on behalf of the Board.

ROLL CALL:  Motions 2087A-G passed; 9 yes, 0 no.
MOTION made by Mr. Frazer, seconded by Mrs. Jasey, that the Board of Education: 
2088. Accepts the resignation of Peter P. Horoschak, Ed. D., 

Superintendent of Schools, effective June 30, 2007.  

ROLL CALL:  MOTION to accept the resignation of Peter P.Horoschak 

passed.  YES: Mr. Bennett, Mr. Betheil, Ms. Crawford, Mr. 

Frazer, Mrs. Jasey, Mr. Latz, Mr. Little, Mr. Miller, Mrs. 

Wren-Hardin.  No: none.
Mr. Frazer commented on Dr. Horoschak’s resignation and thanked him for his 8 years of service.
Dr. Horoschak read an excerpt of his letter of resignation regarding his respect and appreciation for district staff and Board of Education members [letter on file in the Board Secretary’s office].
HEARING OF INDIVIDUALS AND DELEGATIONS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

MOTION made by Mr. Latz, seconded by Mr. Frazer, that the Board of Education requests that the administration form a Technical Advisory Committee and produce a hardware acquisition schedule and budget. 
ROLL CALL:  Motion passed; 9 yes, 0 no.

MOTION made by Ms. Crawford, seconded by Mr. Miller, that the Board of Education requests that the administration produce a monthly update of the status of the Middle States Accreditation process, what remains to be completed and the timeline for completion of those items.  
ROLL CALL:
Motion passed; 9 yes, 0 no.
Overview of April 17, 2006 meeting:

Action:  Adopt 2006-07 Budget as approved by the Board of School 

         Estimate.

         Renew of Non-Tenured Staff for 2006-07 school year.

Overview of May 1, 2006 meeting:
Action:  Approve school calendars for 2006-07 and 2007-08 school years.

MOTION made by Mr. Latz, seconded by Mr. Miller, that the Board of 

Education meet in Executive Session prior to the April 5, 2006, Board 

of School Estimate meeting to discuss personnel matters, the nature of 

which will be made public at a future date. Motion unanimously

approved.

MOTION made by Mr. Latz, seconded by Mr. Betheil, that the Board of Education meet in Executive Session prior to the April 17, 2006, Public Meeting to discuss personnel, legal, and discipline matters, the nature of which will be made public at a future date.  Motion unanimously approved.
MOTION made by Mr. Betheil, seconded by Ms. Crawford, that the Board of Education adjourn.  Motion unanimously approved at 11:00 p.m.
                    ________________________________




         Karla Milanette, Board Secretary
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