Learning Stations
Differentiation: Content
Essential Question: How do writers use words to shape a reader’s perspective?
Content Objective: Examine how individual perception or bias in coverage of the same event influences the audience (E2.12C)
Language Objective: I will discern and explain evidence of bias in news stories. I will analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone
Pre Assessment: 
1. Define bias. If possible, distinguish between bias and perspective in your definition.
2. Review the printed homepage of CNN.com from 7:00 am this morning. Which headline do you believe is the most biased, and why? Which headline do you believe is the least biased, and why?
3. How can someone tell if a news story (in print, online, radio, or TV) is biased? What are the signs or “red flags”? Try to list and explain at least three.
Patterns from Pre-Assessment
	Pattern 1
	Pattern 2
	Pattern 3

	· Gave accurate and nuanced definition of bias; able to make a distinction between bias and perspective. May have used the terms or concepts of objectivity/subjectivity.
· Headline choices and explanations were robust and insightful and showed strong understanding of bias.
· Provided clear and accurate explanations of three or more ways of detecting bias; may have referenced sophisticated techniques, such as discerning what journalists choose not to include (bias by omission).
	· Gave mostly accurate, if not incomplete, definition of bias; attempted to make a distinction between bias and perspective.
· Headline choices and explanations were reasonable, but may have represented minor misconceptions about bias.
· Provided mostly clear and accurate explanations of two or three ways of detecting bias.
	· Gave inaccurate or limited definition of bias; did not include perspective in definition, or made an incorrect distinction.
· Headline choices and explanations lacked clear reasoning and/or revealed significant misconceptions about bias.
· Provided no explanation or provided explanation of only one way of detecting bias and/or provided unclear or inaccurate explanations.



Lesson Outline
1. Students discuss two captioned photos from different news sources of victims of Hurricane Katrina, noting differences in how each news organization interpreted what was happening in its photo. Guiding questions: What biases do you see? What are the most obvious clues or signs of these biases? What impact do you think word choice has on a reader?
2. Students create a T-chart of their classifications of headlines from the pre-assessment, noting which they perceived as more and les biased and discussing which headlines they would reclassify (if any) and why. Teacher allows time for whole-class debate, questioning, and construction of a definition of bias.
3. Teacher provides notes (on a handout or through a brief presentation) on key signs of bias (e.g., use of slang, strong verbs, loaded language). Students use these in their next tasks.
4. Each student is given one of three headline analysis tasks (see below), differentiated the content for readiness. Students work individually and then forma pair or group with one or two classmates who had the same task. Note: all group tasks use the same headlines. Tasks for green and purple groups have the headline source labeled; blue group does not. (For the daily front page headlines of major national and international news outlets, go to http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages). 

Group Tasks
	Blue Group
	Green Group
	Purple Group

	· Review the four headlines from different news sources on the same event/story.
· Follow this process for analysis:
· Characterize the intent of each headline. Be prepared to explain your characterizations.
· Rank the headlines from most biased (1) to least biased (4). Explain why you ranked them in that order.
· One of these headlines is from an international news source. Decide which one, and explain your choice.
	· Review the four headlines from different sources on the same event/story.
· Follow this process for analysis:
· Characterize the tone of each headline (one word only). Be prepared to explain your characterizations.
· Rank the headlines from most biased (1) to least biased (4). Explain why you ranked them in that order.
· What was each paper’s position on what happened, as best you can tell from its headline? What additional information in each story would you need to better decide?
	· Review the four headlines from different sources on the same event/story.
· Follow this process for analysis:
· Circle the words in each headline that you believe most strongly reflect a biased point of view. Be prepared to explain why you think those words reflect bias.
· Rank the headlines from most biased (1) to least biased (4). Explain why you ranked them in that order.
· How does each news source feel about what happened? Explain whether and how you were able to tell. Include key words and phrases as well as other clues.



Assessment/Closure
1. Students share their rankings in mixed-task groups. They can group themselves quickly if their task cards are on different-colored paper. Once groups have assembled, prompt them to share and explain their rankings. Possible prompts to display: (1) Where do you agree? Where do you disagree? (2) Which signs of bias from our list did you detect? What new signs would you add based on your discussion? Allow time for reporting and discussing with the whole class. Wrap-up or Exit Slip questions: Is there such a thing as “bias-free news”? Why do you say so?
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]For homework or in-class activity the following day, students read two articles that cover the same national or international news story. These can be tiered for readiness as well. (Newsela [http://www.newsela.com] provides current articles from reputable online news sources, with versions of each article at varied reading levels.) Students rank the stories from most objective to least objective and explain and justify their reasoning. Alternatively, students can use Newsela or other online sources to find their own stories on the same event from three different news outlets that represent different perspectives.
