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Early Intervention

Transition
from:

SAM, Inc.

1 South Second Street

Pottsville, PA 17901

(570) 621-2700

Toll Free: 1-877-216-5035

to

Schuylkill IU29

Preschool Program
PO Box 130

Mar Lin, PA 17951

(570) 544-9131 ext. 1222

FAX# (570) 544-6412
Dear Parent(s),

Welcome to a new stage of Early Intervention for your child as he/she turns three years old. This stage is called “TRANSITION”.  Children eligible for Early Intervention prior to the age of three, receive their services through the Department of Public Welfare (DPW), provided in Schuylkill County by Service Access and Management, Inc. (SAM’s Inc.) Between the ages of three through five, the Pennsylvania Department of Education, Schuylkill Intermediate Unit #29, Early Intervention Program is responsible for providing the services. 

This “TRANSITION” from one agency to another begins ninety (90) to one hundred fifty days (150), days before your child’s third birthday.  At this time, you are asked to meet with Service Coordinator(s) from SAM, INC., and an Intermediate Unit Service Coordinator.  At this meeting, the “TRANSITION MEETING”, the following information may be shared with your consent: Previous evaluations, the IFSP (Individual Family Service Plan), your child’s successes, current needs, and any other relevant information. This is your opportunity to meet with the Service Coordinator from the I.U. who will follow your child’s program. At this time, you will be asked to sign a Permission to Evaluate form giving the I.U. Early Intervention staff permission to assess your child, as well as giving permission to request and receive information from current providers and/or medical professionals.  We will then schedule a time for the next meeting, the Evaluation Report Meeting.

The I.U. will then assign appropriate teachers and therapist(s) to contact you to complete necessary evaluation(s). When the assessment process is completed a draft report is prepared comprised of the results of your child’s evaluation, developmental levels, eligibility, and recommendations for your child services.   

The scheduled Evaluation Report Meeting is then conducted to discuss the draft report and determine your child’s eligibility for services.  Your input is vital to this team meeting. If your child is determined to be eligible, you will be invited to participate in developing an Individualized Education Program (IEP) to provide appropriate services to help your child succeed. 

This “TRANSITION” may seem like a long, cumbersome and often confusing process. We suggest that you ask questions whenever you do not have a clear understanding of something being recommended, discussed, or occurring relating to your child’s educational program. Education tends to use many labels and acronyms, hopefully, this booklet will help to clarify some of the professional jargon.

The Early Intervention Staff looks forward to sharing stories of your child’s growth and development in the months to come.

 Sincerely,

Lynda Yordy

Schuylkill IU 29

Early Intervention Supervisor

570-544-9131 x1222
Revised 4/01/16            

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

1. Approximately 90 days (3 months) before your child turns 3 years old, parents are asked to attend a 

“transition” meeting, which is usually held in your home.  This meeting will be with your child’s SAM, Inc., Service Coordinator, the IU 29 Service Coordinator, and any other available parties who are involved with your child’s current program.  The transition process will be explained in further detail at this time.  You will be asked to sign a “Permission to Evaluate” form which allows IU staff to observe and/or evaluate your child.  You will also be given a parent/guardian input form for you to complete and return to the preschool office by a given date.  A return visit from the Service Coordinators from SAM, Inc. and IU 29 will be scheduled with you within 60 days to review your child’s evaluation results.

2. In the next 3 months, the following will occur as necessary:

a. You will be contacted by a developmental teacher to schedule the evaluation/observation date.

b. Your child is evaluated within 60 calendar days from the receipt of the signed 

“Permission to Evaluate” form.  This assessment will be conducted in your home or child’s 

Day Care.

c. An Evaluation Report Meeting will be held to review the evaluation results and to make recommendations for eligibility of services.




d. Classroom visitations will be scheduled for those being considered eligible for center-based placement.

e. An Individualized Education Plan (IEP) meeting to agree on services/location will be held.  This meeting can be conducted on the same day as the Evaluation Report (ER) if you agree. If you decide to wait, the IEP meeting will be held within 30 days of the ER.

f. Parents will sign the Notice of Recommended Educational Placement (NOREP) form to begin services on their child’s third birthday.  This form must be signed to indicate your approval or disapproval of the recommendations.

g. Services from SAM, Inc. will continue as scheduled until your child’s third birthday.

3. When your child turns 3 the IU will begin to provide the services agreed upon in the IEP.

4. Minimally every year, your child’s program will be reviewed with you during an IEP review, with progress updates on goals approximately every four months. If you have any questions or concerns within that period, you may request an IEP review/update at any time.

5. Every two years, your child’s program will be “re-evaluated”.  This re-evaluation will determine continued eligibility for Early Intervention services.  If it is recommended that services should continue, a new IEP will be developed.

EVALUATIONS

Evaluations will occur in your home or in your child’s Daycare setting.  The IU staff will check each area of your child’s development.  The following areas may be assessed through a standardized test.
Cognitive:  Learning skills such as the ability to remain on task, problem solve and show an interest

                    in the world around them.  Academic skills such as matching, sorting and identifying.

Social/Emotional:  How a child interacts with their environment and the people surrounding them.

Communication:  How a child understands and responds to language.  How a child communicates his/her


       wants and needs to others.  

Articulation:  Making the correct pronunciation of speech sounds.

Self-help/Adaptive:  How a child takes care of their own needs such as feeding, dressing, washing and 
                   toileting.

Sensory:  How a child’s senses affect the way they interact with their environment.

Fine Motor:  How a child uses his/her small muscles to play with toys and maneuver small


          items (writing, cutting, lacing, puzzles…).

Gross Motor:  How a child uses their large muscles to get around in their environment


            (running, jumping, riding a tricycle…).

Your child will receive a standardized score for each area of development.  This score will be compared to your child’s current age and if there is a 25% delay your child will be eligible to receive services for that area.  For example, if your child is 35 months old at the time of the evaluation they must score 26.25 months or below in order to qualify for services.

SERVICES AVAILABLE

The following options may be considered for your child:

1. Itinerant/consultative services provided inside the home environment.

2. Itinerant/consultative services provided in a typical Day Care or Preschool setting.

3. Specialized services provided in one of our center-based Special Education classrooms.

Other options may be discussed as necessary.

Any of the following services may be offered if your child is found eligible:

Developmental Therapy

Speech/Language Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Physical Therapy

Hearing Therapy

Vision Therapy

Orientation and Mobility

The following services are also offered by the IU as needed:

Screenings

Evaluations

Assistive Technology

Behavioral Consultation

Transition Planning for school-age services

Transportation (Center-based classrooms only)

Center-based programs available:

Maple Ave Campus (Mar Lin)-2 classrooms-Preschool and Day Care

Schuylkill Technology Center (Frackville)-1 classroom-Preschool

Tamaqua School District-1 classroom-Preschool

Pine Grove School District-1 classroom-Preschool

Schuylkill Haven School District-1 classroom-Preschool

All center-based programs:

1.  Operate with half-day sessions (8:30 AM-11:00 AM) or (12:00 PM-2:30 PM)

2.  Operate 4 days per week (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday)

3.  Are staffed with a certified teacher (Special Education or Elementary/ Early 


Childhood Education)

4.  Are staffed with teacher assistants

5.  Provide integrated therapies 

6.  Follow the Creative Curriculum and incorporate Developmentally Appropriate Practices

7. Follow Positive Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) that promotes appropriate student behavior and increased learning
WORDS & TERMS YOU ARE LIKELY TO HEAR DURING TRANSITION

ACT 212
The (PA) Early Intervention Services System Act of 1990 that created an entitlement to Early Intervention Services for eligible children.
ADAPTIVE
Self-help skills
ARTICULATION

The way a person says sounds and words, pronunciation.

ASSESSMENT


(Also called Evaluation) Series of tests used to find a child’s unique





strengths and needs.

AUDIOLOGIST
Person who tests hearing and ear functions.

COGNITIVE
Thinking/learning skills, academic skills.

DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY
Being behind other children of the same age in achieving cognitive, language, adaptive, physical, and social skills.

DUE PROCESS
The procedure which guarantees a person’s right to permit, change, or


Refuse suggested educational programs or placements.

DPW
PA Department of Public Welfare

EI
EARLY INTERVENTION -Collection of services for eligible children from birth to school age; to provide stimulation and education.

ER
Evaluation Report, the report that is written with recommendations from the evaluation team.

FAPE
Free and Appropriate Public Education, guaranteed by Public Law 

94-142, at no expense to the parents or family.

FINE MOTOR
The way we use our hands to do such things as cutting, writing…; the way we use our eyes to look at things.

GROSS MOTOR
Using large muscles to walk, run and jump; balance and coordination

LRE
LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT- The setting where your child’s needs can be best met without denying him/her access to typically developing peers.

LICC
The Local Interagency Coordinating Council- An advisory group make up of parents and professionals to advise the Governor (the State ICC) and local lead agencies (Local ICC) regarding Early Intervention programs and services.

IDEA



The Individuals with Disabilities Act.  The Federal law that entitles 





eligible children to Early Intervention services. 

IEP
Individualized Education Program.  Developed by parents and professionals for children ages 3 to 21.

IFSP
Individualized Family Service Plan.  Developed by parents and


professionals for eligible children from birth to third birth date.

INCLUSION
To have the opportunity to participate in all activities available in the


community, including school. 

IU
Intermediate Unit.  A regional educational service agency providing 


“agreed to” educational services to participating school districts as


part of the public school system in PA

LEA
The Local Education Agency (your school district) which is ultimately


responsible for the education of all eligible children, ages 3 to 21.

LRE
Least Restrictive Environment.  Required by IDEA, providing that to 


the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities are 


educated with non-disabled children.

LTF
Local Right to Education Task Force.  Works on behalf of all students


with disabilities; made up of parents, advocates, and professionals.

MDE
Multi-Disciplinary Evaluation performed by the multi-disciplinary team. Another name for Evaluation Report (ER).

MDT
Multi-Disciplinary Team.  Consists of parents and the professionals





from various disciplines responsible for evaluating and re-evaluating

children thought to be eligible for Early Intervention. Another name for Evaluation Report Meeting (ER).

MAWA



An educational agency which provides Early Intervention services through

Mutually Agreed upon Written Arrangements with the PA Dept. of Education.

NOREP
Notice of Recommended Educational Placement which a parent must agree to and sign before child’s placement in Early Intervention/Special Education from the 3rd birthday onward.

OBJECTIVES


Steps used to achieve the goals on an IFSP or IEP

OCDEL



Office of Child Development and Early Learning

OMR



 Office of Mental Retardation

OT



Occupational Therapy/Therapist

PDE



The Pennsylvania Department of Education

PRESENT LEVELS

How a child is functioning now in different areas of development.

PROCEDURAL

SAFEGUARDS

NOTICE
Your legal rights as a parent to assure that your child receives an appropriate education.


PT
Physical Therapy/Therapist
SAM INC
Service Access and Management- SAM,INC. The agency which is responsible for provision of Early Intervention services to eligible children aged birth to their 3rd birthday.

SCHOOL AGE


Children from the earliest admission age to a school district’s kindergarten





program or, when no kindergarten is provided, the district’s earliest





admission age for beginners.

SERVICE COORDINATOR
SC. The SAM, Inc. and IU29 staff member who is assigned to coordinate the planning and delivery of Early Intervention services until the child’s 3rd birthday.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Specially-designed instruction

TRANSITION YEAR
The year from July 1 through June 30 during which an eligible toddler turns 3 years old.

