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“My approach to painting is to capture the grace and beauty of ordinary people. My quest is not to capture a moment in time, but to capture a time in the life of the individual I paint. In so doing, I hope to evoke a response and create an emotional connection between the painting and the viewer, which to me is a rewarding and humbling experience.”
 
Oscar Peterson was born in Harlem, New York, raised in Brooklyn, NY, and is currently a resident of Millburn Township, NJ. He has worked as a professional art director and designer/illustrator for various corporations and non-profits, and as a commissioned fine arts painter who specializes in portraiture. Oscar is an alumnus of Pratt Institute and The Art Students League of NY. His works, both portrait and non-commissioned, are in corporate and private collections and museums across the country. He uses traditional methods and techniques while incorporating new ideas and personal observations. His preferred medium is oil, although he frequently uses many mediums. Peterson describes his paintings as “realistic with an impressionistic feel,” his artistic style is inspired by the Impressionists and the Old Masters. His approach echoes a favorite quote from Alberto Giacometti; “The object of art is not to reproduce reality, but to create a reality of the same intensity.”

Oscar teaches a variety of classes in several art centers throughout NJ including the Hunterdon Art Museum and Center for Contemporary Art in Bedminster. Courses include Portrait Drawing, Pastels and Beyond and Fundamentals of Painting.

For this exhibition, Oscar created several paintings specifically for this show. America’s Greatness was painted for a particular wall in the gallery after touring the space last spring.
Disconnected is another painting that Oscar painted between the spring and fall 24 for this exhibition.

Several paintings in this exhibition are “artist reproductions of masterworks” that were painted in the Prado Museum in Madrid. 

Oscar is currently undertaking portrait commissions and work in the exhibition is for sale. Please contact the artist for pricing and details.
admin@oscarpetersonportraits.com

Oscar gave an artist’s talk to upper school students and faculty on Tuesday October 8th during meeting period and will lead interested 7-12th grade students in a masterclass on Tue October 22nd from 1:00-3:00.
Oscar Peterson’s exhibition will be on view through December in the F.M. Kirby Hall and an exhibition reception will be open on December 19th in conjunction with the winter K-12 Student Art Show from 3-5 pm.
