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RECORD OF BOARD PROCEEDINGS (Minutes)
The Somerset Independent School Board of Education met for a Regular Monthly Board Meeting at 305 College Street, Somerset, Kentucky 42501 at 12:00 p.m. (noon) on the 13th day of April 2023.  The members of the Somerset Board of Education are as follows: (1) Jacob W. Grabeel II, (2) Scott P. Gulock, (3) John W. Tuttle IV, (4) Paula J. Wheeler, and (5) Elaine A. Wilson.

I. Call to Order
Scott P. Gulock, vice chairman, called the April 13, 2023, Regular Monthly Board Meeting of the Somerset Board of Education to order at 12:05 p.m.  Those in attendance were Kyle B. Lively, Superintendent; Scott P. Gulock, vice chairman: John W. Tuttle IV, member; and Elaine A. Wilson. Jacob W. Grabeel II, chairman, Paula J. Wheeler, member, and Winter Huff, Board attorney were absent.

A. Approve/Amend Agenda for April 13, 2023, Regular Monthly Board Meeting

04-23-01	Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the April 13, 2023, regular monthly board meeting agenda.  Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation.  John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

II. Recognitions
A. Somerset High School
Character Salutes for the Month of March for the word Initiative
[bookmark: _Hlk120710122]Caynan Sizemore – 9th Grade
TJ Bradshaw – 10th Grade
Shelby Beach – 11th Grade
Dakota Salmons – 12th Grade
Leslee Burdine - Staff
	
B. Meece Middle School
Character Salutes for the Month of March for the word Initiative
	Magaly Lopez – 5th Grade
Margaret Saich – 6th Grade
Laikin Lively – 7th Grade
Kalissa Watson – 8th Grade
Rachel Embry - Staff

C. Hopkins Elementary School		
Character Salutes for the Month of March for the word Initiative
Ava Brown and Kinsley King – Kindergarten
Summitt Gates and Zaiden Alexander – 1st Grade
Ravyn Whitis and Eli Singleton – 2nd Grade
Isabella Johnson and William Richardson – 3rd Grade
Conner Shepherd and Noah Keith – 4th Grade
Stacey Ferrell and Joe Ford - Staff

III. Communications
A. Mr. Jeff Wesley, Principal of Somerset High School, presents annual school report
Mr. Jeff Wesley, Principal, will present the annual report on Somerset High School.  Joining Mr. Wesley are the students from JAG Kentucky Program.  
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B. Somerset High School, January 2023 Approved Site Based Decision Making (SBDM) Minutes, March 2023 School Allocation Funds, March 2023 Activity Funds
Somerset High School is submitting to the board SBDM Minutes from the January 2023 meeting and the March 2023 Allocation and Activity Funds Reports as informational items.

C. Meece Middle School, January 2023 Approved Site Based Decision Making (SBDM)
Minutes, March 2023 School Allocation Funds, March 2023 Activity Funds
Meece Middle School submitted to the board SBDM Minutes from the January 2023 meeting
and the March 2023 Allocation and Activity Funds Reports as informational items.

D. Hopkins Elementary School, January 2023 Approved Site Based Decision Making 
(SBDM) Minutes, March 2023 School Allocation Funds, March 2023 Activity Funds
Hopkins Elementary School submitted to the board SBDM Minutes from the January 2023
meeting and the March 2023 Allocation and Activity Funds Reports as informational items.

E. [bookmark: _Hlk98245947]Thank you card from Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library

F. Citizens and Delegation
There was no communication from citizens and delegations. No action required.

IV. Superintendent’s Report
A. Employments
The following personnel actions have been taken by the Superintendent and are presented as information to the board between regular board meetings.

Employed				Position (TransfersTo/From)		     Effective Date
Joshua Hubbard			Cook/Baker (SHS)					03/27/2023

Maci Meece 				Resource Center Coordinator (SHS) 		04/06/2023

B. Resignations/Retirements/Dismissals
The following personnel actions have been taken by the Superintendent between regular board meetings and are presented as information to the board.

Name			Effective Date	  Position	        Resignations/Retirements/Dismissals
Stephanie Halcomb	05/31/2023		KG. Teacher			Retire 5/31/2023

Angela J. Rogers	05/31/2023		Inst. Asst. I (HES)		Retire 5/31/2023

C. Extra Service
The following personnel actions have been taken by the Superintendent between regular board meetings and are presented as information to the board. 

Extra Service – April 2023
Callie Thompson, SHS Swim Team Coach

Joseph Ford, SHS Swim Team Coach
Bridgette Stringer, MMS 5th Grade Academic Team Coach
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V. Treasurer’s Report
A. [bookmark: _Hlk98246214]Financial Statement, March 2023 Balances, and March 2023 Munis Balance Sheets
04-23-02	Beginning Cash Balance, March 1, 2023			$19,573,559.28						Revenues						$  1,611,141.53
Interest						$   _  91,076.57
Total Revenues				$  1,702,218.10
Expenditures
Accounts Payable (Invoices & Debits)		$      636,239.53
Payroll & Health Insurance Reimbursement	$   1,058,486.36
		Total Expenditures				$   1,694,725.89
Ending Balance, March 31, 2023				$ 19,581,051.49
[bookmark: _Hlk97710106]In accordance with KRS 424.220 it is necessary for the board to review and approve the Financial Statement and Balance Sheet. Superintendent Lively recommended the board review and approve the Financial Statement and Balance Sheet for March 2023.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Elaine A. Wilson seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

B. [bookmark: _Hlk98246248]Current Bills (March) and (April)
04-23-03 	Superintendent Lively recommended the board review and approve payment of current expenditures for March 2023, and April 2023, in the amount of $673,925.81.  Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.	
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

VI. Consent Items
A. Regular Monthly Board Meeting Minutes for March 14, 2023

B. School-Related Student Trip Requests :
1. The board is asked to retroactively approve professional leave requests from Dr. Ashley Waters and Ashley Barnett connected to a previously approved school-related student trip request from Gear Up to tour the University of Kentucky.  During the March 2023 board meeting, approval was given for the 6th, 7th, & 8th students to travel with the Gear Up Program on March 29, 2023.  The professional leave requests were omitted from the March board meeting.  It is now being submitted for approval retroactively.

2. The board is asked to approve an overnight out-of-state school-related student trip request from the Somerset High School JAG students (Shelby Beach, Ronni Beth Chadwell, Teyton Chandler, and Loreana Velazquez) and teacher Robin McDaniel to travel to Orlando, Florida, April 19 – 23, 2023, to compete in the JAG Career Development Conference Competition.  This is the first year for our JAG program and our students have already 
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qualified to compete at the national level in “Project Based Learning Showcase”.  The group will be traveling via the school Transit vehicle.  Expenses are covered through the JAG Program.

C. Application and Agreement for Use of District Property
1. Somerset Combat Academy and Tim Morthland are requesting to use the Somerset Independent Schools’ Alumni and Aquatic Center basketball courts on Sunday, July 23, 2023
2. Somerset Little League Inc. DBA Lake Cumberland Cal Ripken requests to use the Somerset Independent Schools’ softball field on Tuesday, April 11, 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk114049900]04-23-04 	Vice Chairman Scott P. Gulock asked the board if there were any Consent Items to be brought out for discussion. Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the Consent Items agenda. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

VII. New Business

A. Amend 2023 – 2024 School Calendar

04-23-05    The board is asked to amend the 2023 – 2024 School Calendar to reflect the change in
the last day of school and a professional development day.  The last day for the 2023 – 2024 school 
year will be Wednesday, May 22, 2024.  As a result, the closing day for teachers will be Thursday, 
May 23, 2024.  Also, changing the professional development day from Friday, March 29, 2024, to 
[bookmark: _Hlk114054570]Monday, April 8, 2024. Superintendent Lively recommended the board amend the 2023 – 2024 
School Calendar to reflect May 22, 2024, as the last day of school for students, closing day for 
teachers May 23, 2024, and a professional development day to Monday, April 8, 2024.  Elaine A. 
Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  John W. Tuttle IV 
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0


B. Amend Professional Leave Request for Boomerang Project – Link Crew Training in Cincinnati, Ohio, April 23 – 26, 2023

04-23-06     The board is asked to amend a previously approved professional leave request. 
Somerset High School has recently hired a new Family Resource Youth Service Center Coordinator, 
Maci Meece.    She will be attending the Boomerang Project – Link Crew Training in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
April 23 – 26, 2023, along with four (4) additional staff members.  The original requests were 
approved at the January 2023 board meeting.  Gear Up is providing all funding for the training.    
[bookmark: _Hlk114050797]Superintendent Lively recommended the board amend the professional leave request for the
Boomerang Project – Link Crew Training.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to accept 
the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. Elaine A. Wilson seconded the motion. The motion 
carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

C. School Facilities Construction Commission (SFCC) FY2023 Kentucky Education Technology Funding Program (KETS) Official Second Offer of Assistance
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04-23-07     The board is asked to approve and match the School Facilities Construction Commission 
(SFCC) FY2023 Kentucky Education Technology Funding Program (KETS) official second offer of
assistance in the amount of $13,485.51.  Accepted state technology fund offers of assistance must be 
matched equally or can be escrowed for up to three (3) years.  Superintendent Lively recommended 
the board approve and match the School Facilities Construction Commission (SFCC) FY2023 KETS 
official second offer of assistance.  Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of 
Superintendent Lively.  John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

D. FY2024 Salary Schedules 

04-23-08     The board is asked to approve the FY2024 Salary Schedules with the following changes: 
· A 1% increase to the Certified and Classified Salary Schedules for FY24. 
· Create a Certified District Pupil Personnel Position for FY24 according to KDE Regulations and Certifications for a DPP
· Dissolve the Classified Attendance Specialist Position with an effective date of 8/1/2023.
· Extra Service Administration:  Increase the extended days on the Coordinator of Federal Programs-Assessment-K-8 Instruction, Coordinator of Special Education, and Coordinator of Technology and Information by 14 days (from 40 to 54 extended days).  Update the DPP Extra Service Stipend to $1000 with 20 extended days.  Increase the Extra Service Stipend for the High School Principal from $10,000 to $15,000.
· Extra Service Salary Schedule for Schools-Coaches:  No changes for FY24
Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the FY2024 Salary Schedules with the 
adjustments listed above.  Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of 
Superintendent Lively.  John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

E. Family Resource and Youth Service Center AmeriCorps Literacy Tutor Application

04-23-09       The board is requested to approve an application for an AmeriCorps Literacy Tutor between the FRYSC Corps and Somerset Independent School System for the 2023 - 2024 school year. The Tutor will help students improve their reading skills and provide support to FRYSC efforts to remove nonacademic barriers to learning. The program will consist of one literacy tutor at Hopkins Elementary. The tutor would have a target of 20 - 35 students using a selected curriculum and should complete a minimum of thirteen (13) hours of tutoring per student per school year. The host site is asked to contribute $6,500 to support FRYSC Corps member administrative expenses which would be funded out of the FRYSC budget.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the FRYSC Corps Application for the AmeriCorps Literacy Tutors Program for the 2023 – 2024 school year.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Elaine A. Wilson seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

F. Contracts, Memorandum of Agreement/Understanding, Agreements:

1. 2023 – 2024 Midway University Teacher Education Program (TED) Memorandum of Agreement

04-23-10    The board is asked to approve the 2023 – 2024 Midway University Teacher Education 
Program (TED) Memorandum of Agreement.  This will provide opportunities for student teacher 
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placement in Somerset Independent Schools.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board
approve the 2023 – 2024 Midway University Teacher Education Program (TED) Memorandum of 
Agreement. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  
John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

2. 2022 – 2023 Gear Up Memorandum of Agreement Addendum

04-23-11     The board is asked to approve the 2022 – 2023 Gear Up Memorandum of Agreement 
Addendum.  The Gear Up grant that funds our program has transitioned to the Appalachian 
Educational Service Agency (AESA) through a subaward to Partners for Rural Impact (PRI).  With 
this transition, a new Grant Award Notice (GAN) and Project Award Number (PR#) has been issued.  
The addendum references the information on our current Memorandum of Agreement.  
Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the 2022 – 2023 Gear Up Memorandum of 
Agreement Addendum.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to accept the recommendation of 
Superintendent Lively.  Elaine A. Wilson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

3. National Center for Education Research and Technology Agreement

04-23-12     The board is asked to approve the agreement from National Center for Education 
Research and Technology (NCERT).  NCERT’s National Board has a limited superintendent 
membership to a maximum of 95 superintendents in the country.  With a membership, Mr. Lively will 
be able to attend two annual conferences.  The summits will focus on leadership, educational 
research, social and emotional learning, mental health, and safety.  All conference expenses are 
covered by the annual membership fee which is $7900.00.  Superintendent Lively recommended the 
board approve the agreement between Somerset Independent Schools and National Center for 
Education Research and Technology. Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation
of Superintendent Lively. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

4. 2023 – 2024 UK Next Generation Scholars Memorandum of Agreement

04-23-13   The board is asked to approve the 2023 – 2024 Memorandum of Agreement between 
Somerset Independent Schools and the University of Kentucky. The University of Kentucky Next 
Generation Scholars Program is a seamless educational pathway for high school students seeking 
academic rigor of a Research I institution and a better path for high school students (grades 9 – 12) to 
receive dual credit toward both high school and UK curriculum requirements. Superintendent Lively 
recommended the board approve the 2023 – 2024 Memorandum of Agreement between Somerset 
Independent Schools and the University of Kentucky Next Generation Scholars Program.  Elaine A. 
Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  John W. Tuttle IV 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

5. Independent Auditor’s Contract for FY 2023 Audit

04-23-14     In compliance with KRS 156.255, 156.265, 156.275, 156.285, 156.295 and 156.480, it is 
necessary for the board to approve the annual audit to be conducted of the financial records for 2022 
- 2023.  Audit Contracts are due to Kentucky Department of Education by close of business on May 
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29, 2023.  The cost of the audit is $13,500.00 per year which was approved by RFP for four (4) years. 
This is the first year of the four (4) year agreement.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board
approve the Independent Auditor’s contract (with White & Associates, PLC).  Elaine A. Wilson made a 
motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively. John W. Tuttle IV seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

6. Davis-Bacon Wage Rate Contracts for ESSER Fund Installation of NCPI Air Purifiers

04-23-15     The board is asked to approve the Davis-Bacon Wage Rate Contracts for ESSER fund 
installation of NCPI Air Purifiers for supplemental pay for the maintenance staff as required by the US
Department of Labor.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the Davis-Bacon 
Wage Rate Contracts for ESSER fund installation of NCPI Air Purifiers for supplement pay for the 
maintenance staff as required by the US Department of Labor.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to 
accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  Elaine A. Wilson seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

G. Professional Leave Requests:

1. Professional Leave Request for Dr. Hubert Schroer to attend the Energy Bus for Schools Conference

04-23-16    The board is asked to approve a professional leave request from Dr. Hubert Schroer to 
attend the Energy Bus for Schools Conference in Jacksonville, Florida, on Monday, June 19, 2023.  
The one day conference is designed to teach strategies to create and sustain a positive school 
culture, energize teachers, and impact students.  Title II funds will cover the cost of the registration 
and lodging.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the professional leave request 
for Dr. Hubert Schroer to attend the Energy Bus for Schools Conference.  Elaine A. Wilson made a 
motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  John W. Tuttle IV seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

2. Professional Leave Request for Superintendent Kyle Lively to attend the National Center for Education Research and Technology (NCERT) Summer Leadership Summit

04-23-17   The board is asked to approve a professional leave request from Superintendent Kyle
Lively to attend the NCERT Summer Leadership Summit in Canandaigua, New York, July 19 – 21, 
2023.  The conference will host speakers on topics covering leadership, educational research, school 
safety, and other important school issues.  All expenses of the conference were covered through the 
district’s membership.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve the professional leave 
request from Kyle Lively to attend the NCERT Summer Leadership Summit in Canandaigua, New 
York, July 19 – 21, 2023.  Elaine A. Wilson made a motion to accept the recommendation of 
Superintendent Lively.  John W. Tuttle IV seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0
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3. Professional Leave Request for Superintendent Kyle Lively to attend the National Center for Education Research and Technology (NCERT) Fall National Executive Leadership Conference 

04-23-18    The board is asked to approve a professional leave request from Superintendent Kyle 
Lively to attend the NCERT Fall National Executive Leadership Conference in San Diego, California, 
October 25 – 27, 2023. The conference will host speakers on topics covering leadership, educational 
research, school safety, and other important school issues.  All expenses of the conference were
covered through the district’s membership.  Superintendent Lively recommended the board approve 
the professional leave request from Kyle Lively to attend the NCERT Fall National Executive 
Leadership Conference in San Diego, California, October 25 – 27, 2023.  Elaine A. Wilson made a 
motion to accept the recommendation of Superintendent Lively.  John W. Tuttle IV seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0

VIII.	Adjourn
04-23-19	Vice Chairman Scott P. Gulock requested a motion for adjournment.  John W. Tuttle IV made a motion to adjourn the April 13, 2023, Regular Monthly Board Meeting.  Elaine A. Wilson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  The Board meeting ended at 12:56 p.m.
The following votes were recorded:  	Votes For:	3	Votes Against:	0





___________________________		_____________________________

Chairman						Secretary 





















