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Date of Reconsideration Meeting: November 26, 2024
Reconsideration of Resource Material: The Perks of Being a Wallflower
Title of Book:  The Perks of Being a Wallflower
Author:  Stephen Chbosky
Requestor: Kim Mulloy
Date of Request: 11/04/24
Reason for request to reconsider: The high school librarian requested the book to be read and reconsidered by the committee.  

Committee Members:
1. Dr. Kathy Scheid, Assistant Superintendent
2. Mr. Ernest Johnson- Director of Student Services
3. Mrs. Sarah Raber- K12 RELA Supervisor 
4. Mr. Tim Keddie- High School Principal
5. Mrs. Kim Mulloy- K12 Library Coordinator

The Book Reconsideration Committee reviewed the book, The Perks of Being a Wallflower. The committee was assigned to review the book and respond to the following six (6) questions:
· What is the author’s purpose in writing the book?
What are the important topics addressed in the book?
Who is the target audience for the book?
Who would benefit from this book?  How so?
Who can be harmed from this book? How so?
Is there an alternative option?

Responses to the questions used to review the book were as follows:

What is the author’s purpose in writing the book? It is a coming-of-age novel that explores themes of self-discovery, mental health and the complexities of young adulthood. It champions and celebrates inclusivity and tolerance by showing both how people can blossom when they are accepted for who they are and how painful life can be for people who are ignored or mistreated, while encouraging empathy and understanding.

What are the important topics addressed in the book?  Friendship and belonging, mental health, resilience, Family, self-discovery and healing through writing.

	Who is the target audience for the book?  Young adults (high school students).

Who would benefit from the book?  How so?  Students who struggle to fit in in school, as well as the adults who interact with them.  The book supports young adults as they navigate relationships.

Who can be harmed from the book? How so?  Students not developmentally prepared to engage with the topics.  

Is there an alternative option?  Yes.  There are many coming-of-age books that are available in the high school library; however, this book has a unique perspective.

Direct reference to language in the Administrative Regulations under Policy 109 specific to age appropriateness:

1. Educational significance and relevance 
2. Artistic quality and/or literary style 
3. Is Age-appropriate and suitable for the developmental level of the students who will be using them (high school students only).
4. Pedagogical interest 
5. Content is comprehensive, well-organized, and unbiased 

Recommendation: The committee recommends that The Perks of Being a Wallflower be put back into the Pennridge High School library. It does meet the criteria for selection in the Administrative Regulations under Policy 109.

















Mission Statement
It is paramount that our students graduate with knowledge of their talents, passions and what is necessary for them to remain life-long learners and productive citizens. These objectives need to be accomplished in a community-oriented environment that is safe, welcoming, nurturing, student-centered and respectful of all. As such, the mission of the Pennridge School District is as follows:

Pennridge School District strives to provide all students with a well-rounded educational experience where they acquire the 21st century skills necessary for a successful future.
www.pennridge.org
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