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Campus Improvement Plan: School Year 2024-2025
                               Campus Name: Berta S. Palacios Elementary School
Historical Background
Berta S. Palacios Elementary School is named in honor of Berta S. Palacios, an esteemed educator who dedicated almost 50 years of her life to shaping young minds. Her legacy of commitment to education and community service continues to inspire our mission and values.  Berta Palacios Elementary opened its doors to students in August 2014. Located at 801 East Thomas Drive, Pharr, Texas, Berta Palacios Elementary serves students from all over the tri-city area.  
Demographics
· Total Students: 495
· Economically Disadvantaged: 99.2%
· English Learners (EB): 60.4%
· Special Education (Sp. Ed.): 16%
· Migrant Students: 2.4%
· Gifted and Talented (GT): 3.4%

Highlights
At Berta S. Palacios Elementary School, we are dedicated to fostering a nurturing and inclusive learning environment that empowers every student to achieve academic excellence, develop critical thinking skills, and become responsible global citizens.  As an IB campus, we provide a challenging educational framework that encourages students to become active, compassionate, and lifelong learners. Our curriculum is designed to foster intercultural understanding and respect.  Our dual language program aims to develop bilingualism and biliteracy in both English and Spanish, promoting academic achievement and cross-cultural competence.  In collaboration with the Hidalgo Head Start program, we offer comprehensive early childhood education, health, nutrition, and parent involvement services to ensure our youngest learners are ready for school success.  Our programs focus not only on academic excellence but also on the social, emotional, and physical well-being of our students.  We offer a variety of extracurricular activities to enrich the educational experience of our students, including Physical education and sports teams to promote teamwork, discipline, and healthy living.   Music and dance programs that encourage creative expression and cultural appreciation.  Berta S. Palacios Elementary School aims to continue building on its legacy of educational excellence by:
· Strengthening our community partnerships to provide additional resources and support.
· Promoting a culture of continuous improvement and innovation in teaching and learning.
Velma Villarreal, Principal
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