[bookmark: _GoBack][image: MCED00167_0000[1]]
[image: MCED00167_0000[1]]REQUIREMENTS TO DRIVE A SCHOOL BUS IN ALABAMA
HOW TO GET CERTIFIED TO DRIVE AN ALABAMA PUBLIC SCHOOL BUS



Anyone twenty-one years old or older wishing to drive a school bus in the state of Alabama must obtain a Commercial Driver License (CDL) issued by the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency (ALEA), and certification to drive an Alabama school bus through the Alabama State Department of Education (ALSDE).


1. Complete the Application for Alabama School Bus Driver Certification

2. Open an AIM Account & Complete a Background/Fingerprint Check—see attached instructions

3. Drug Test—Our office will need to make an appointment for you.

4. Register in the Federal Motor Carrier Clearinghouse—see attached instructions

5. Obtain a Commercial Learners Permit (CLP)

A commercial learner's permit (CLP) is a permit that only authorizes you to practice on public roads with a qualified CDL holder sitting next to you. Your driving record is checked for the last 10 years in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.  The initial test cost $25.00, if you need to retake the test $15.00, and $36.25 for the CLP once you pass.  These tests include General Knowledge, Air Brakes, Transporting Passengers, and School Buses.  All CDL performance testing for public school bus drivers is done by the ALSDE.

6. Entry Level Driver Training—Theory & Behind the Wheel

A. Contact the Walker County Transportation Department to receive clearance to complete the online course for the Theory portion.  The Theory class is completely online through ACCS.  The course is free, work at your own pace, but completion is expected within two weeks.  Once you complete the Theory training let the Walker County Transportation Department know.

B. Behind the Wheel training is on site with Walker County Transportation Personnel.  

7. Attend a 12-hour ALSDE New School Bus Driver Certification Class taught over a 3-day period.  With a
   portion of a 4th day for performance testing.


ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
Once you have passed New School Bus Driver Certification Class, pass a Alabama School Bus Driver Physical 
Examination OR  a DOT Physical.

To maintain your school bus driver certification, you will be required to attend a 4-hour recertification class once a year.



If you have any questions please call the Walker County Board of Education, Transportation Department at 205-387-2155.
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