	Connecting a VCR or DVD player to a TV


Connecting a VCR or DVD player to a TV is simple and easy to do.  You will usually have several options for either of these.  We will cover three of the options most commonly found in the Tamaqua School District.

Option 1: Connecting via coaxial cable
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This option isn’t used on DVD players so if that’s what you’re trying to hook up please skip on to Option 2 and 3.  For VCR users please continue.  On the back of your VCR you will see two metal threaded connections for a coaxial cable (standard TV cable).  One will be labeled as “IN” and the other as “OUT”.  To play a tape in the VCR and view it on the television you need to connect a coaxial cable from the “OUT” plug on the VCR to the TV.  On the TV the cable will plug into the standard (and usually only) place for a coax cable to connect.  Just like plugging your TV cable into the back of the TV at home.  To get any video to play you will have to make sure that your TV is on the correct channel that corresponds with what the VCR is set to play on.  If you have trouble finding this please contact the head of the AV Dept in your building or one of the members of the technology team.

Option 2: Connecting via RCA cable
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RCA cables are very common in both VCR’s and DVD players.  They are also widely available on most new televisions.  If your TV and VCR/DVD player supports RCA cables then using them over coaxial cable is definitely worth it.  The quality of sound and video is much higher with RCA.  To connect your VCR/DVD player with RCA cables simply match the color of the plug on the cable to the color of the port on the TV and VCR/DVD player.  Make sure that you place them in the “OUT” ports on the VCR/DVD player and on the “INPUT” ports on the TV.  If your VCR only uses the white and yellow plugs that’s ok.  Just leave the red one hang and plug the other two in.  Some VCR’s don’t support the use of stereo sound, which is hearing a separate left and right speaker.  While only using the white and yellow plugs the sound will still be clear but some effects may not be as prevalent.  One you have them connected you may need to use the TV’s remote control to select the correct video mode so that the TV changes from accepting a standard TV signal to receiving from the RCA ports.

Option 3: Connecting via S-Video cable

[image: image2.png]


S-video cable is another way to get a signal from your VCR/DVD player to your TV.  They are most common on DVD players but there are a few VCR’s on the market that support this type of connection.  Before using this you’ll need to confirm that your TV has a S-video port.  If it does then you simply need to connect one end of this cable to the s-video port on your player and one to the corresponding port on your TV.  Using your TV’s remote control you can select the video mode you want.  S-video will be an option when selecting the video mode.

