30th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 2024
Nazareth Retreat

Nazareth, As if hidden and unknown in the world, Trust in God and Marist School.

I commend you for valuing your relationship with Christ to devote a weekend to nurturing your friendship with the Lord. Of the many activities from which to choose, you chose to go on this Nazareth retreat. Nazareth has a special meaning to us Marists. It was a time of preparation for Jesus that lasted thirty years. I note that most of those years were spent with Mary. St. Joseph is believed to have died when Jesus was in his teens. Mary would have taught Jesus how to pray according to Jewish tradition, including the Psalms and stories about the great figures in salvation history. At the age of thirty, the period of preparation ended. Jesus began his public ministry and embarked on his mission to free us from the grasp of sin and death. 
The Society of Mary sees your time here as akin to being in Nazareth. Like Jesus, you, too, are being taught in the spirit of Mary while you are learning at this Catholic school named after her. The time spent here is your preparation for the day when the mission God has entrusted to you and no one else will be revealed. The day will come when the Lord of the universe will call you to fulfill the oath you ratified when you were or will be confirmed. 
When you were baptized, Christ called you to conform your lives to his and be given a share of his divine life and ministry as priest, prophet, and servant-king. When you are Confirmed, you renew your baptismal promises much as we do during the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday. This time, you say yes. No one else speaks for you. It is akin to making a solemn oath of giving your word that binds you to be faithful to what you have promised. Our Lord takes that “yes” seriously. That is when you promise to cooperate with the Lord by agreeing to follow his lead and go where you may otherwise not choose, but you will. As Marists, we say yes in the spirit of Mary. She, too, said yes to her vocation to be the mother of our savior when she said, “Let it be done to me according to your word.” When we lose heart, question our resolve, or God’s wisdom in choosing us, we look to her for comfort, strength, and inspiration.
I want to make one point this morning, and then we can move on. Many people talk about their search for God as if God is playing hide and seek and waiting for us to do all the work to find him. It does not work that way. God takes the initiative to find us. Let me explain.
[bookmark: _GoBack]You have decided to come on this retreat for a variety of reasons that include growing closer to our Lord, wanting to be with your friends or to be away from home but not too far away, looking to experience something new or different, needing advice, hoping for a spiritual high, all of the above or some of the above. Our Lord uses all the ways I just mentioned to draw you closer to himself. We think we are taking the initiative and doing all the work in wanting a closer relationship with Christ. It is Our Lord who draws us to a closer walk with him. He uses a variety of means to subtly, quietly, as if hidden and unknown, to invite us into a more profound friendship with him. God plants in us the desire to be close to him, which St. Augustine described in these words: “Our hearts are restless until they rest in thee.” You are here this weekend because our Lord called you here but in ways that respect your freedom and appeal to your ultimate heart’s desire to be in communion with God. The Lord wants you to trust him with your life because he can be trusted when he says, “I know the plans I have for you…plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11).
In today’s Gospel, Bartimaeus, a blind man, calls out to Jesus. “Have pity on me.” By the way, we enter Bartimaeus’ space at the beginning of every Mass when we cry out, Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. We do not always see what our Lord does in our lives or the world. We may not see our mission in life. Like Bartimaeus, we, too, want to see, so we cry out, “Lord, have pity on me, Lord, have mercy.”
Note that Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” Bartimaeus is a metaphor for us. He lives a cramped and severely limited life because he cannot see. He also cannot see what purpose this suffering serves or what his purpose in life is. Jesus calls him out of his current predicament, but to what? The Lord summons Bartimaeus to friendship or communion with him. After he was cured, we are told he followed Jesus on the way.
The Lord called Bartimaeus to himself. The Lord has called you on this retreat. He wants to do for you what he did for Bartimaeus, to cure you of whatever blinds you from seeing the plans God has for your life that far surpass whatever you can imagine for yourselves. Fr. Colin knew that was true from his own experience. Because he was shy when he was young, he never envisioned founding a religious order. Much to his surprise, that is precisely what he did because Christ slowly but surely opened his eyes, allowing him to see and accept that great task as his mission in life. That is why he urged Marists to cooperate with God in the spirit of Mary. He knew they would do great things for God that otherwise would go undone if left to their own devices.
When you come to receive Holy Communion, you will greet the Lord with Amen, which means yes to all I just said. That is another way of saying, “Let it be done to me according to your will,” even when we do not see the Lord’s intentions for us as clearly as we would want. That is why we join Bartimaeus at the beginning of Mass and make his cry our own, “Lord, have mercy. I, too, want to see.”
