Monday of the 31st. Week in Ordinary Time
Luke 14: 12-14

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives us this extraordinary command to include the weakest and the most vulnerable in our charity, along with addressing their needs and concerns. Jesus says, “When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.” Today, that list would include aliens, strangers, foreigners, widows, orphans, migrants, and refugees. Those who are powerless and voiceless depend on those who are economically and politically strong to extend a helping hand. They are especially vulnerable to being abused, ignored, and victims of violence and injustice. That makes them easy targets to be demonized and blamed for the ills and shortcomings of society. In other words, they become scapegoats. Jesus identified with the powerless and the voiceless and died on the cross as one of them, a scapegoat.

The Scriptures make it clear that the abuse of the poor will kindle God’s anger. God’s anger is not to be confused with an emotional outburst typical of human beings. When we speak of God’s anger, we are speaking about God’s passion to set things right. That translates into making a more just and compassionate society. God’s love for justice permeates the pages of the Bible and is the focal point of the social teachings of the Catholic Church, along with respecting the dignity of every human being who is made in the image and likeness of God. That includes the unborn, whose dignity is debased by being regarded as just another organ in the body that can be removed for whatever reason deemed necessary.

You will not find in the pages of Scripture any reference to God blaming the poor and the vulnerable for their plight or turning a deaf ear to their cries for help, or showing them the door. You will hear God excoriating the powerful and the wealthy for their lack of compassion and commitment to justice. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]What does God expect from us? The Prophet Micah answered that question with these words, “To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6: 8). What does God expect of Marist religious and laity? They are to be instruments of divine mercy. 


