La Grange Elementary
School-Based Decision-Making Council
October 28, 2024

The La Grange Elementary School Site Based Decision Making Council met in the library for the regularly scheduled monthly meeting with the following members in attendance: Jamie Parker - Teacher Rep, Kiley Walker – Parent Rep, Tovah Jeffries – Parent Rep, Melinda Hadley – Teacher Rep, Karla J-Stewart – Teacher Rep and Heather Thomas - Chair. Steve Mahoney, Counselor also joined the meeting.
Mrs. Thomas called the meeting to order at 2:40 pm. 
1) A motion was made by Melinda Hadley to accept the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Karla J-Stewart and the motion carried with no opposition.
2) Mr. Mahoney spoke with the Council regarding Policy 4012 – Student Attendance Policy. He briefly explained some incentives that we currently have in place for student attendance & percentages of classroom attendance and overall school attendance. The State of Kentucky just passed House Bill 611 which requires schools to report students with 15 or more unexcused absences to local county attorney’s office. Mr. Mahoney told the Council that LaGrange Elementary has offered multiple Counselor Coffee’s to fully inform families of the new law. The new law went into effect this school year (24-25) to address the increase in truancy in the state. After his presentation, Mr. Mahoney exited the meeting. Mrs. Thomas went on to discuss with the Council what is considered an excused vs unexcused absence. She explained to the Council that while the District defines those two categories, it is at the Council’s discretion to expound on those definitions and be even more specific. Under the Excused portion of the policy the following was added:
“Eight parent notes, for either/or tardies or absences are permitted from the excused absences listed above. Family trips and any other reasons not listed above are unexcused absences.”
     Under the Unexcused portion, clarification was added to the first sentence to state:
	“After three unexcused absences, a parent receives a 1st letter from the school is sent to the parent. 
	After six unexcused absences, a letter is automatically generated by the Board of Education and mailed
	to the guardian.”

    Under the House Bill 611 portion, the word “events” was added to the following statement:
	
	“Kentucky’s new student attendance law, House Bill 611, requires schools to report students with 15 or                                                   
	More unexcused absence “events” to the local county attorney’s office.

    A motion was made by Tovah Jeffries to accept the policy with the changes. The motion was seconded by                                                                           Kiley Walker and the motion carried with no opposition.

3) Mrs. Thomas reviewed SBDM Policy #2001 – Review of Challenged Instructional Material. She explained to the Council that there is a plan in place in the event that a parent or stakeholder files a complaint. No action was taken by the Council.
4) The Council entered into Closed Session at 3:18 pm to Discuss Certified Personnel Selection per KRS 61.801(1)(f) for discussions that might lead to the appointment of an individual employee. The Council exited out of Closed Session at 3:23 pm.
5) Mrs. Thomas reviewed the annual Asbestos Notification with the Council. No action was necessary from the Council.
6) Mrs. Thomas briefly discussed the next phase of the CSIP (Comprehensive School Improvement Plan. She went over the Needs Assessment. No action was necessary from the Council.

With no additional business, a motion was made by Tovah Jeffries to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Kiley Walker and the Council adjourned at 3:47 pm.

    



With no additional business, a motion was made to adjourn by Kiley Walker.  The motion was seconded by Melinda Hadley and the Council adjourned at 3:40 pm.
